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*eite both our pity and our' indignation - 
5" ſee the honeſt induſtrious tradeſman, 

7 \contented in bis hum- 
to the public in 
general, and employing a number of inſe- 
rior workmen—cruthed, ruined in a mo: 
he 6 „ ment 
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Elias Miracle of Mercy. 
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men, who, have ſu pported their own lux 


ury⸗ pride, and importance, byiapoſigen 


the credulity of. their neighbour- I 81 


Can the wilful and deliberate inſolvent 
pretend! to the love and fear of Gob, or 
to any principles of true religion? t is 


1ptible hypocriſy and falſehood. For 


<< he that loyeth not his brother, whom 
« he hath een „ho is ſubject to the 
ſame wants; diſappointments, ſorrows, and 
ſufferings with himſelf . how can he 
e loye Gop, whom he hath not ſern ? 
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But the final iſſue and event of all things 


will ſhew, to the whole aſſembled creation, 
that ſach men have been as egregious fools; 


mptible knaves. The 


| moſt Gentandcfenret ſorrows of their in- 
jured, impoveriſhed neighbour ſhall cer- 


tainly be heard; and the curſe of the Lo 


1 o of Hoſts ſhall enter into the houſe 
every fraudulent dealer and debtor and 


chall remain in the midſt of his houſe, and 


utterly conſume it. * Behold the bread of 
U : - CQO | : ce the 
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— « crieth aloud, and the cry is entered into 
e the cars of the LoxD.” They may elude 
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the laws of their country; the 
of ſuch characters may 


as well as of on the debtor's ; 
but let it be for ever remembered, that his 
total want of charity cannot, in one ſingle 
inſtance, be pleaded for your want of ho- 
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TOY true, that the ceaſing of cre- SEAM. | 


41 0 be the deſtruction of oommerce, „ 55 


or, as ſome have inſiſted, the diſſolution 


are now conſtituted, mutual credit is in- 


evitable; it is obvious that from à variety 


of different cauſes, frequent inſtances of 
inſolvency cannot but occur. | Here it is 
that every man's reaſon muſt make the diſ- 
tinction, according to the particular na- 


ture of the caſe, to which the law, act- 


ing by general rules, cannot attend. The 
end of all civil regulations ſhould be to ſe- 


cure private happineſs from private malig- 


nity to exempt individuals from the ty- 


. ranny. of each other. But it is to be la- 


mented as an incurable fault in our, other- 
wiſe, excellent conſtitution, that no provi- 


- viſion of this kind is made in the ſubject be- 


fore us. The inſolent wickedneſs and folly of 
the cuſtoms of duelling have been abun- 
_ dantly expoſed from this conſideration; that 


in the courts of modern honor, the offended 
party himſelf is inveſted with the powers 
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of ſociety; and that, therefore, as things 
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Bliſh's a's « Mizacle of Mercy. 
of judge: jury, and executionsr,” . This has 
deen always thought an inſult on common 


ſenſe. And yet here and 1 hope and be- 
lieve here alone, à ſimilar im propriety is 
1 —— not authoriſed bY 
laws of our country: La man, irrita 
by loſs, and provoked by injury, is ſuf⸗ 
fered to be arbitrator in his own cauſe, and 
to aſſign the puniſhment of his own pain. 
Here the great, neceſſary, moral diſtinc- 
tion between fraud and misfortune, be- 
tween inevitable accident and deliberate 
deſign, betwern innocent want of ability, 
and criminal want of principle, is entirely 
truſted to eyes blinded with intereſt, and 
to underſtandings diſordered by reſentment. 
And when men take counſel of their Pal 


- 8 * 


ſions, inſtead of reaſon and religion, we 


cannot be ſurpriſed if the moſt Blameleſs 
inſolvency, ariſing from a combination of 


diſtieſſes, which no human prudence could 


foreſee, or -humian"ſtrength bert ſhould 


protection of the 
perſon of the deb tbr from the lic 
ry of his creditor. + 


* 


* 
« . 


* 


ficknefs and ſorrow, the laſt ſanctuary of 
leſs.and friendleſs poverty been pro- 
| fancd. by | hired ruffians, callous to every 
feeling of _—— and the broken- 
hearted: unoffendin 
_— to the eee receptacles of in- 
famous guilt and vice, merely to gratiiy 

the rage of the lender? Againſt this in- 
diſcriminate, violence the laws of | our 
country have provided no ſecurity or re- 


dreſs : apprehending, perhaps, that by a 
too eaſy diſſolution of debts, fraud might 
be leſt without puniſhment, and impru- 


ſolvency ſhall be no longer puniſhable, 


credit may ceaſe. Still, therefore, ** the 
«© law. is good, if men would but w/e it 
« lawfully.” ,. Perhaps too it might have 
been thought, that common reaſon, or, at 


cvery man in this land of liberty and 
ſcience, ſuch rules of conduct as muſt 
render a legal diſtinction as 
at Was difficult. ee 5.769 IRE. 
ha 5. O 4 185 c The 


borrower dragged 


aneceſſary as 


| fr 28 
Has not ee bee of languiſning, SEAMS 


he, who hath deliberately ſaid to gold, 


"0 * the true vital genius 


N bs : te „ 
3 


to any one -whoſe ſenſibility is is oblitera 
by inveterate ſelfiſhneſs—muſt be as fruit- 
leſs as an application to his 
He hath ſtopped his ears to the ery of his 
own fleſh and blood, and how ſhall he at- 7 
tend to the ſighs of the ſtranger? Or can 


thou art my hope, and to the fine gold, 


whole duty of man upon earth ;—can ſich 
a one, 1 aſk, without a miracle of Gop's 


profiical aſſent to . ade 


which have an evident tendency to make 


his ſacred mammon ſubſervient to cha- 
rity? „The kingdom of 
 chriſtianity— 


« 


unto a certain king, who 
6 v would take account of his fery en. 


. 


| Eliſha's Mirack of Mercy. 


t owed: him ten thouſand talents; but 
eee he had not to pay, his lord 
% commanded him to be fold; and his 
e wife and children, and all that he had, 
e and payment to be made. The ſervant, 
therefore, ſunk down in anguith- and 


e tience with me, and I will pay chee 


all. Then the lord of that ſervant was 


„ moved with compaſſion, and h 
8 and forgave him the debt. 


This divine parable has TING n 


antly read, explained, and enforced among 


us, for many centuries of years. Each 
individual is convinced that Be  bimfelf 
is the poor inſolvent ſervant thus gene- 


rouſly releaſed through the ineffable good- 
neſs of Gop, by that wyrk and labor of 


love Redemption. Every holy motive 
of hope and fear has been inceſſantly _ 
to preyail on us, in like manner, to forgiue 
from our hearts OY one his brother, 
1. ao agen ; 6 en OH HT 
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Aron t9.chs itſelf. the very pr 


„ with malicious diligence, e 


of one of his fellow-ſervants, who owes | 
Him but an hundred penee?- Is it not an 
every days occurrence, to find him laying 


bands on him, taking him by the throat, 
and, uiith an inſolence that would diſgrace 


a harbarĩan, ſaying, pay me that thou owe/t? 


convinced as he is, at the very moment, . 


that mere innocent want of ability, and 


inſolvency. Nay, this reaſonable motive 
and pity has been frequently 


for his depriving. him of every remaining 


comfort of life, and forcing. him into a 


Joathſome, priſon ; 3 not to extort payment, 
but to inf dent. And here the 
helpleſs offender muſt languiſh.at the will 
of his tyrant; — ſecluded from all converſe 
with his friends from all deſirable facie 
aſſociated with baſeneſs and infamy, with 

_ filthineſs, and diſeaſe, and deſtitute of an 

appeal to the juſtice of his country. What 

A ſpectacle for humanity!” A Briton mi- 
. | | ſerable 
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Krabi tur galt Lin ſuch # Stuarion, 
- moſt miſerable when leaſt Zuilty lan- 
guiſhing for liberty” with groa ings which 
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cannot be uttered; A, vii Ke 
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"0 op 8 image Günberited a1. day; , 


5 ject of redeeming- love ·· clean 
ere as a dead man out of mind; 
4 caft aſide like a broken veſſelt? eng 


The eye of compaſſion at length pierced 


through the gloom of tlie dungeon, and 
its tear heard the melting complaints of the 


oppteſſed. Yes! much peace and hap- 


the heads and hearts of thoſe, Wh ſo ſea- 


ſonably inſtituted this benevolent ſociety 


for their diſcharge and relief. They were 
utterly loſt to themſelves; and ta the com- 


- milnity—ſunk; like the iron in my text, in 
the deepeſt waters of affliction, and hardly 
any thing inferior to the prophet's miracle 
of mercy could have effected their reto⸗ 
very. Many hundreds, however, have 


been already delivered and reſtored to the 
publick. And if the funds of the cha- 
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8 enn. rity bore any proportion to the glorious 
-- 2 zeal of its patrons, the affecting petitions 
1 df ſo many more unexceptionable objects 
1 dl diftreſs had not been this day ſubmitted 
= to your conſideration. 

=— Let, therefore, I beſeech you, let the | 
—_— forrowful 3 of the 


4 * | 
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*Y % $-4 


_ -: who are wt to deſtruction | Be- 
bDiold and ſee if there be any ſorrow like 
unto their ſorrow, wherewith they are 

„ the dwellings of ingenuous poverty, where 
patient induſtry, wont to prevent the riſing 
= unavoidably intermitted by a lingering 

. © fickneſs; which, by utterly diſabling tho 
„„ mater of the family, eee 8 
an have, therefore, been inevitably con- 
— 5 _ ene wp; common neceſfuries 
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Elias Aue of Mere. 
faint, and diſpi rited, dropping the filent ) 


tear of anguiſh into the boſom of his faith- 
fol wife, the once chearful partner of his 
labors, ſurrounded by the dear pled ges of 


their love, for whom they bereaved their : 


ſouls of reſt, - and denied themſelves "many 
an innocent gratification. All their fair 
hopes of making a proviſion for themſelves 
and children are now utterly blaſted. He 
is declining apace, without a probability of 
being able to retrieve his former ſituation, 
or exempt the future from the kx ns 
| Herren of extremeſt poverty. 

Tell me (he cries) thou friend of my 
40 boſom! to whoſe tender cares of me on 


the bed of languiſhing it is owing, un- 


der Gop, that I am now alive to com- 
* plain—is there a circumſtance of mi- 


«'ſery wanting to complete the meaſure | 


«of our ſufferings? Yes, there is one, 
* and it is even now at hand. For lo! 
the inexorable creditor is come, and 1 
* ſhall be immediately forced,” torne from 
00 0 only comfort I have upon the face 
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. fathers, friends, brothers among us will 


feel, for I am unable to Agſcribe, the — 4 
of. ſuch a ſeparation. To thoſe 
I ſhall now remit you; in full een 
that your liberality, upon this moſt affect- 
ing occaſion, will do equal honor to your 
judgement as citizens, to your faith as 
Chriſtians, and to your 
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| « the ſake af theſe weeping 3 = 
£ « ye miniſtersof vengeance and oppre 
O ſpare me a little, that I may recover 
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Eli e; s ; Mirach of Mercy. 
Many of you have never had an op- 


portunity of contributing to this charity 
before. If therefore you have much give 


plenteouſly, if you have little, do your 
diligence gladly to give of that little; for 
ſo gathereſt thou thyſelf a good reward in 


the time of neceſſity, a ſuſtaining com- 
fort in the ſeaſon of ſickneſs, in the hour 


of death, and in the day of judgement. 
Gop is not unrighteous that he ſhould 
forget your works and Jabor that pro- 


ceedeth from love, which love ye have 
ſhewed for his name's ſake, andin obedience 


to his holy commands. 


j 


To Him, with the Son and Holy Speis 


the adorable Gop of mercy and compaſ- 
fion, who redeemed every ſoul of man 


from the everlaſting chains of darkneſs— 


be glory, honor, and praiſe, conſtant, 


profound, ardent, and eternal. Amen. 
; 


- 5 EN, 7 2 * ls | Wy: - 465% 
bas, af * 3 RET. 2 PE” rs 
' ITT” : Wa — 


. Rs . 1 4 
Rik ** * 
8 e Wo 2 


Eg ol 
ore” — N — „ 


- 5 
" 
. 9 * 6 
* 
* 
* 
WB \ 
” * _ 
— ; 26s i a 4 ; 
2 3 f * FEE 
* 2 1 5 92 ” 8 
223 / a \ - p 
* \ 5 F 4 
* 3 bs 7 * ag F 1 Pi" 1s 
& 7 * * Its 5 FE 
3 a © „ OY - 
* ** ; 
* \ 3 1 ONS; 5 
* F- 2 : F » g S 4 
. <<. * - _ B f Kg 
* * % 2 : . * „ 8 a p 
* 1 1 2. 8 KS 
- N : N 
yz Sos + 8 * 1 FI l * 2 ». * 
» "TE * hs * b 
: = : * 80 BYE nes : BYE; 
oy * 2 
Wes 1 * 1. 0 3 
4 h o * W 8 
F *4 2 
Oo - i —_ 
" - * 22 * * _ * 1 2 155 
: 
* þ a 
h « * 2 
5 * mn # 
* 4 2 Ke 
9 > ** 2 0 
bo 5 0 oY we * * 
L "Ot i * 5 
832 * * * : — > 
* * { * : _ . £4 by 
* = he 4 
7 8 " A wn” * A on 
+ a 4 7 Kings 8 5 
8 8 180 * * * W 9 5 2 3 
5 £43 — > Be, 4*4Y B <0 . 
4 * - * 
. > 2 
E 4 a * 
3 5 a * 1 * * 1 Tn 
, # = F * ? 20 why 45 8 {4 2 
. : * j bs. A 
& 1 _ * 5 Ned r Boe, * * 
* * 1 + Jaw r „ - 
* t „ 1 j * * * * * 
7 3 d * *. "ard FE #*\ * 4.» +; 
z4 ; k F 3 8 . 
5 — * ay * * 3 * 
5 4 5 * 
6 , $ 2 3 * 
* i 4 o : 8 * 
' "a 1 1 * 
FI 28 23 
; 5 1 # : . 
Py * Fes Mt 
* 4 0 
4 4 * . * — * . 0 
. — * » 9 1 if 5 
£ — „ þ { , 
£ 2 . $ „ : . * A * & * 
* + ; 
* — as 5 , 
: 2 ? , N 2 & A 
* 8 1 , x 1 - — * 1 
; #><4 : , root 
3 — * „ 8 by * \ 1 - FI: 
: 2 - 9% 4 * 4 13 5 9 * 5 : "wp 
A . * 11 * A * * 1 
7 Þ wy; * * 72 
© 3 ry 4 7 r | ? $ 
g 80 7 , 7 * * * =? - 1 * 
$4 5 * — I * or & x - £ > « — 
S 1 1 * [1 8 2 bl wt * ene ANY r A Fy 22 4 * * # 
: pe 2 wi. Ms LEE 4 3 
# as 1 bo > ” 
F * . * * 1 1 * 7 2 9s : x 
= wen *4 * 4+ : * % 
> PIE ae 1 * & * * ns * ” 
r* — ; 4 . : + 
r 2 » 
EN 1 3 ls * N 4 4 picked - my \ 
> 3 I = * * 
4 1 . 5 ** we —_— 18 a v my 
2 * * 5 2 vac >. ” * 
£5 n 17 2 — F: * 5 7 © 7 0 5 : ** 
. <A Pa, may Foy 1 * b 2 bay, # If , 13 8 
» F * be. 4 DP K* 7 
92 " 4 4 x OA 1 * * & 9 4 . * * 
% = 7 * * q 3 
4 6-4 # 4 xt 4 4 * » » 4 9 - 
; F F FG . 4 a f 8 , 
EY a * ? a 5 
3 4 1 % . 
ol * 
8 * „ 463 F ab wat . 1 op 4 * ” 
b 8 * : Nl 
2 ** 
, ” : >. ID 4 # 929 * y | 
K «4 . " + "a 6 5 
* 2 9 : 


Lo 
„ „„ 
. 
. 


: ”m : ; 
- 5 4; 
| " 1 


——— my 8 1 4 2 
— — — 2 . —. „ e n * 
F — p » N — — . — 1 _— _ nad % 
We M * 2 — * „eee A 


4 I —— IR. * N 
S 
3 * ou i 
: bs | , _ — 2 * 9 —_—_— et — 
; * ; p | — — Rr . 2 9 8 
* ” z 7 * F ek; 
; * 
| 2 : _ FR 
* % 33 — 
6 1 
4 7 £ r 5 * 
| 4 a - * 
| : 5 
WET F "x 71 „ 
4. 4 2 < ; | 
ARTS . 2 85 f 
wy a n « Ply * 
1 "4 1 
þ 0 7 
2 1 p< % % 
1 ca 
Tree PRETEEN 
WES} 


; SER MO N XYE”” 
TRE QUALIFICATIONS 
| | 7 » eee, 8 
EA VENLY HAPPINESS _ 
Vor. II. 0 1 


* 
* * 
Xt 
x 
: 
AY 
„ 
* 
{53 
+2 
: 3 4 
1 LT 
„ 8 
” as 


— Ä , , ̃ eat. Ä ed — — — — — — — — — 


= 9 * 7 ö . * : 
5 3 ': ” 
A. 2 4 8 
* 54 = L | £08 - , 
x | . 5 1 
E * . o 
1 * 
3 # %.-4 # 


5 2 
— * 
p 44 , 


BU 72 are they that 45 his 8 

_ that they may have right. to the tree of 
Life, and may enter in, through the een 
into the city. 


N 1. 14. 


AERE is a ſtupendous height arid SERM. 
depth in the ſtile and compoſition yy „ 


of this divine book, that can be equalled 
by nothing but the venerable and myſte- 
rious truths which are the ſubje& of it. 

In the chapter preceding this of my text, 
we have a moſt magnificent aud affecting 
deſoription of the Holy City, the new Je- 
ruſalem, which is repreſented as coming cg 
down from Gov, out of heaven, where al! 
tears ſhall be wiped from gur eyes, and 

D 2 7 Show 25 


27 be elle, 


5 ee row nor crying: a city that bath no need 
| of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine 
in it, for the glory of Gop ſhall lighten 
it, and the Lamb be the light thereof. 
Whether this be applicable to the church 
of Jrsus CuR IST, in its laſt glorified ſtate, 
for a thouſand years, here u pon earth, or 
triumphant to all eternity, in Heaven, it 
is beſide my preſent purpoſe to enquire. 
In either ſtate the terms of admiſſion are 
preciſely one and the ſame.” We are told, 
at the 27th verſe, «© There ſhall in no wiſe 8 0 
*«« enter into it any thing that defileth, nei- 
SONS 1 ther whatſoever worketh abomination, 
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but the fearful—or worldly minded 
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DP. idolaters, and all liars, ſhall. have their 
part in the lake that burneth with fire 
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law and order of things, which the Di- 
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„ = immoral in their life and converſation, by 
„ though they have propheſied i in his name.. 
and in his name caſt out devils, and in his 
Fs 7 | name done many wondrous works, or mi- EY 
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be, I never knew ye, depart from me all 
3M ye workers of iniquity. And once, when 
he was informed that his mother and his 
„ brethren ſought to ſpeak with him, ſtret n. 
ing out his hands to his di/cip/es,j** behold 
« (fays he) my mother and my brethren! + 
for whoſoever ſhall de — ſtill obſerve, 5 
1 beſcech you, all the emphaſis i is laid apen 
4 our doings—** whoſoever. ſhall 4 the 
3 i will of my Father, who is in heaven, the 
ame is my brother, my ſiſter, and my 
* mother,” Plainly teaching that none 
ſhould ever expect to become children of 


eternal life, unleſs they recommended 
| - themſelves to the fayour of Gop by a con- 
: 2 formity to his own. Divine Attributes; 
3 | And what was his declaration, when one 
855 the n lift up bis voice and ſaid. 
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Rather bleſſed are they that hear gl 
«word of Gob and keep it.” > 
What ! can any one be more ble 


| * the mother of the Redeemer? Yes, ; 


every one, who ſhall be yo. Fo. + ron in 
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faith in Jesvs CnRISs T may give us our 


title to heaven and immortal happineſs; 


yet that it is utterly impoſſible we ſhould 


ever arrive at the poſſeſſion, unleſs we co- 


operate with him, in that which is fo ex- 


preſsly declared to be one great object of © 


his miſſion, ** that he might redeem us 
4 from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
_ «© ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
Works. And does not his holy Apoſtle 


5 put a caſe of a man's poſſeſſing eve! de- 


gree of faith—even all faith, ſo that he 
may remove mountains; and yet, by _ 

deficient in practical virtue, be finally loft, 

aud reduced to OY" ee 
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for Heavenly Happineſs. 
'Cnn18T is not only our Prieſt to atone SEAM. | _._ 
_- but he is our Prophet to inſtruct, and _ 
our Prince to govern us; and if we ob- 7 8 
15 ſtinately refuſe to be taught, or, wen al 
THe I taught, to obey, infinite mercy itſelf can- Zh 
not fave us. For ſurely the mercy of DEE” 
 Gop muſt never be ſo explained as to di: \= 
miniſh, or contradict, his inflexible 2 8 
"tice; and immutable holineſs. 1 - 
The r7ghteous only, the appointed Judge DT, | 
hath declared, ſhall go into life eternal. | 2 
Well then, the whole controverſy is re- ; SE 
duced: to one ſingle queſtion : who the ,- a 
righteous are? and this ſhall. be anſwered 
* an infallible interpreter. Little chil- „ 
* dren (ſays the loving and beloved di. 
e ciple) let no man deceive you. F — 
abundant neceſſity of the caution pern 
from ſome docttines of late years publicly br 
maintained among us. He that doeth | 5 
* righteouſneſs is letras”, Nn © 36 
are deciſive words; , obſerve, it is not he 
ot proſeſſeth, or intendeth to do; it is 
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: e Wer 3 ind ill leſs is it he that truſteth 
Foe to the righteouſneſs of the ſaints; but he 
that now actually lives in the perſonal bi 
practice of moral and religious duties, anc 
continually returns to them by effectual 
repentance. He that doeth righteouſneſs, © _ 
he and he only is the Chriſtian righteous 
man; he, and none elſe, is accepted by 
Gop as righteous under the goſpel. This 
is regeneration, ſanctification, , adoption, n, 
Ae and relation to Jesus Cnkisr. | 
«© Whoſoever i is born of Gop fianeth not; Kos 
and as many as have the ſpirit of Go 
te do mortify the deeds of the body; in 

4 this the children of Gop are manifeſt, 
and the children of the devit;—whoſo 
5 « doeth not righteouſneſs i is not of Go ?: 

p * give diligence; by your good works, to 

: © make your calling and election ſure; for 

% the righteous Lox» loveth righteouſneſs; 
. and they that are Cir1sT's have cruci- 
* fied the fleſh, with the affeRtions s ant 
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evident; by the eternal arid unalterable 
conſtitution of things; by all that we ap- 
prehend of the divirie eſſence and attri- 


butes—by all that we can infer from the 


nature of intelligent exiſtence from the 
ſtate and condition in which we are 


placed from the exigenties of life, and 
the equity, reaſon, and proportion of 


things; by all and every of theſe it appears 


that morality is indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


the perfection and happineſs of inan. 
And are not all our Redeemer's. ſers 
mons, doctrines, difcourſes, and example a 
confirmation of it? To eſtabliſh among 
us pure morality, juſtice, judgeriient; and 
mercy; and to convirice us that all the po- 
ſitive ' inſtitutions of religion are only 
means to this end, is profeſfedly the aim 
of every one of them; And could we 
bring ourſelves to ſuppoſe a poſſibility for 
any one to be admitted to the feats of bleſ- 
ſedneſs, who has lived in habitual oppo- 
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A pleaſant 1 to us; can we imagine that our 

4 1 1 uls and all their habits and affections can "63 

_—  . Mx ged in a moment, as to acquire Op 

* : ſuch a perception of, and reliſh for them, 

5 4 | render us happy, in them, and them | 

—_— . alone, to all eternity ? no ; in the | | 
—_— ſence of God, where there is f 3 

_—_ | joy, and at whoſe right hand there are ple 
— . ae erermore — even there, the immo - 
=_ liſt. Every thing he ſa, and every thing 
A he heard, would be an inſufferable rep | 
=. to him. It is a great truth on w | 
A ſhould keep our eyes conſtantly f 
1 | although. our capacity for happin | 5 
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habits acquired in life will be e 


by cdkath. He that, at the cloſe of this 


ſhall be unjuſt ſtill, and he that is filthy ſhall 

be filthy ſtill ; and, therefore, utterly inca- 

of heavenly happineſs to all eternity. 
Corruption cannot inherit incorruption. 

85 Think of this and tremble, thou ſelf. 
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from iniquity, and to live conformably to 
dhe wil of Gop, is the only means of 


deemer) a certain and infallible one; and 
{ that nothing but wilful ſelf-deluſion, in- 
. | vincible obſtinacy, or unpardonable negli- 


« Fr 


Te SERM. 


XVI. 


. 


=” 
Per 
DIED 
* 2 
N 
n 
N 
4 8 


. Wualfcatins | 


SERM. 3 effect. Bleſſed - FSR 
— © that waſh their garments, and do his 
« commandments, that they may have 
« power over the tree of life, and enter in, 
* through the gates, into the city.” 

And in confirmation of this great and in- 
tereſting doctrine, there is hardly à chap- 


OO. ter in the new teſtament that does not af- 


ford us the plaineſt and moſt ſatisfactory 
evidence. Theſe are the words of CuRIS T 
himſelf; Go ſo loved the world on 
« he gave his only begotten . Son''— 
atone for our paſt offenſes—** that wg 
ever believeth in him ſheweth his be- | 
lief by moral obedience—ſhould not pe- 
« riſh, but have everlaſting life.” Again 1 


ec they that follow me—tread in the ſteps 75 


6 of his holy and exemplary con du L 

give unto them eternal life, and 8 

4c e ſhall” never periſh, neither ſhall , 
« pluck” them out of my hand.” 0 = 

more; « if thoũ wilt enter into life, keep 

40 the commandments. Here you © 
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and to keep his commandments, all buy SEAM. 


perſonal holineſs. "So his beloved Apoſtle, 


«he that doeth the will of Gop abideth | 


for ever; and this is his promiſe, that he 
«hath promifed 'us—in conſequence of 
«thoſe doings, even eternal life.” 
% Being made free from ſin (fays St. Paul) 
on that is both actual and original—by 
e repentance, and faith in a crucified 8a - 
d OR and become ſervants to Gopy 
L fincere, though unworthy ſervants, ye 
* have your fruit unto holineſs,” or bring 
forth holy fruit, and the end, everlaſting. 
life. And, therefore, every one who, like 
him, ſhall be able to ſay, * I have fought 
e the good fight, I have finiſhed: my 
e courſe, I have kept the faith main- 
tained ĩt both in principle and practice (for 
you will obſerve that by faith is here evi. 
dently meant the whole ſyſtem of Goſpel 
duties) every Chriſtian thus qualified is 
entitled to apply thoſe moſt comfortable 
de to himſelf, 0 N there i is 


one and the fame thing, namely, practical — | 
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neſs, or reward of juſtice. and virtue, not 
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love his appearing ;. that is, vho, 
bitual com with goſpel 
have qualified themſelves for the ſermtiny 
of that dax when Go will render: to 
te every man according to his deeds; to 
them, who by patient , continuance: — 
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miſed eternal life and happineſs, through 
nis fon Jxsuvs CHRIST, to thoſe who con- 

ſcietiouſly labour to Keep Þ his command- 
ments. + ne” 5 * 5 I 

"And what” an encouragement is : this 1 to 
ou ſpiritual labors; 3 that the ſucceſs of 
therm is abſolutely certain, and altogether i in 
our own power! 1 truſt l ſhall not be un- 
derſtood as ſpeaking excluſively of the 


grace of Gon; which alone enableth us 


: either to will, or to do of his good plea- 
| fure. . But fince e hath been Pleaſed, 


| ; upon © our "arnell prayers for this neceſſary 
principle, and ſincere intention to concur. 


with it, to promile us all the neceſſary 


ſupplies; he may be affirmed to have al- 
ready put the means and inſtruments of | 


| eternal happineſs into our own hands. And 
it is to rags 
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1 — knows to be either impracticable y us, or 
—_— incapable of producing the. deſired. effect. 
"+ | And now, brethren, ye ſee what i is be 
5. hope of your calling. If ye knew and 
i 2 ou convinced of theſe ings "before 3 3 
Is n what will ye alledge in your excuſe 2—for! 3 
your defenſe you will never be able to an- 
Is | ſwer a word; why you are every day and | 
© every hour of your lives HGerificing this | 
5 8 / bleſſed hope to the riches, honors, and 
: TS pleaſures of the world? Can you deny, 
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MN ety an engagement with 1 the world to Ln 
1 moſt ſacred duty to Gop Almighty—and | 
. © the notice and diſtinction of poor wormg, 
3 like yourſelves, who haye e crawled an inch | : 
= | | higher than you in the temple of Mam- E 
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3 watch with me one hour? I fear it 
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of "the world, 5 75 to 1 without imme- 


ment, thoſe ſoul- Liens warnings of 
the approaching day, recorded in the di- 
vine bock? After _ things, T heard 
YN great voice of muchi people in Heaven, 
ing hallelujah ! Beere and glory, 
1 honour and power unto tie Lok p 
our Go; ſor true and ightebus are his 
* judger nents. And again, I Beard a8 
e it were the voice of à great multitude, 
* and as the voice of many waters, and 
e as tlie voice of mighty thunderings, 
yah'! for the LORD Gop Om- 

let us be glad and 
„ rejoite, and giye honor unto Him; för 
marriage of the Lamb is ce and 

er his wife hath made b ea 
acquired the neceſſary diſpoſitions of foul; 
t and to her was granted that ſhe ſhould 
te be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white; 
* for the fine is the righteouſneſs of 
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holineſs. ** Bleſſed are they who are called as” 


« unto the marriage ſupper of the Lamb. 
£© Theſe are the true ſayings of Gor.” 
Have you, my deluded brethren, any 

| ſecret fund of conſolation i in ſtore, to ſup- 
t you under the conſciouſneſs of hav- 
Ing neither nor lot in this matter? To 
recompenſe you for the irretrievable loſs of 
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all that can ſatisfy the wiſh of reaſon of 


every thing that can gratify the deſires of 
an imm immortal ſoul? 3 
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between the morality of the Goſ- 
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five influence muſt be diſcovered beſore we 
ſhall be able to aſſign any cauſe adequate“ 


of 
of the 6 


with the indulgence of their paſſions, and 
their worldly intereſts. How ſhall we ac- 


count for this? Shall we attribute it to 


. hypocriſy ? and ſay, that they do not be- 
lieve in their hearts a ſingle word of what 
they profeſs with their moyths ? Shall we 
reſolve it into a partial diſorder of the un- 
| derflanding? and ſuppoſe they have deli- 
berately ſettled it in their minds that the 
pleaſures of this world ate preferable to 
-- thoſe of eternity? Or imagine, with 
ſome, that the abfurd and impious docs 
trine of faith without works has been the 


ſource of | theſe monſtrous evils? No 
doubt, but in a gelt wakssty f caſes, the 
wickedneſs of individuals may be referred 


to one or other of theſe originals; but 
ſtill a principle of more general and exten 
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ure, the tranſaction of. ds; 
the conduct of life. 


_ - infidelity; it is not a ſertled ręſolution to ſa- 
crifice the hopes of a bien immortality | 
and ſtill leſs: can it be attributed to the 


extravagant doctrines of modern enthu- 


becauſe they have been a tliouſand 
times proved to par irate Amon our 
natural notions of Gon and his attributes 
to ina; and commoi 
are to revelation. 

Ho happens it then that rational crea- 
vin; who know. and are. convinced of 
udgement of Gop, that they who 


death neverthelefs have brought them 


t principle of ſelf. love, ſo predo- 
minant in the hearts of all men; one of 


| It is not igno- 
-rance” of their duty; it is not deliberate 
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SE RM, ids how unreaſonably indulged) to a 
— an illuſion upon the judgement, and make 
us view every action of our own in a light 
infinitely too favourable; to approve where 
7 we ſhould condemn ;- or, if that be im- RF 
poſſible, as in the more notorious violations 5 
of duty, ſtill to diſcover, or imagine we 1 
diſcover many extenuating circumſtances, 3 
which almoſt annihilate the horrour ß 
their turpitude, . the Os of = 
And this I i to e lit Hl 
air holy David, in the words of mp 
text; © the wicked man flattereth him. ̃ © 
( ſelf in his on eyes, until his iniquity || 
be tranſlated, when bis inipuiy ſhould le 
| | found to be hateful. That is, inſtead f 
| ' pronouncing his ſins to be odious and abo 
- minable, when conſcience ſets them in 
. * array before him, he eontrives and inveht: © 
ſuch a variety of 'excuſes and -palliations 
for them, as to flatter himſelf into a gene- 
al approbation of his on conduct. Hence | 
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it is that while good men contemplate his SER M. 
tuation with horrour and amazement; ana 


hardly regard him as any other than a veſſel 


of wrath, ſealed up to inexorable ven- 
geance, he himſelf ſeems utterly inſen- 
fible of his | enormities, and proceeds 
through life with as much tranquillity and 
unconcern as if he were really in the right 
way. From theſe principles, ſome ac- 
count may be given of that aſtoniſhing 
and horrible phenomenon — be mirth of a 
 profligate. We need ſearch no further to 
verify the prophet's obſer vation the 
LY - * heare is deceitful above all things. 
And this being a general infirmity inei- 
8 and to all the children of Adam, and 
more or leſs infecting even the wiſeſt and 
beſt of men; I truſt you will favour me 
3 with your attention, while I endeavour to 
examine to the bottom of thoſe illuſions 
Which our heart is ſo apt to put upon our 


conſcience, in forming a judgement of 


our inn. . dunn | rg AE 


Fe 55 OO The 


; 00. 


1 

\ 
5 15 | 
2 | 

* 

, ' 
{ 1 

ö 


e The Dehler, gf the He 


„„ SERM. | {Thi Gund privciaatcotfits in tops. 


3F | ; „„ hv king in their genuine turpitude, and 


ſuch that it was next to impoſſible _ 
0 1, and hold faſt our integrity; and 


account. 55226 | 
The examination of theſe ſhall cent 
tute the topicks of my following diſcourſe. 


ſent may avail himſelf of this oppor 


. 5 | enen, r pee 8 


been uſed to commune with his own heart, 
will confeſs that he has always found his 


* 5 5 | iniquities diveſted of half their horror, | 


when they res in review before his con- 


at - . ſcience, 


18 
& 


FM 5 — ae, deviations from duty neither ſo 
Vm ol Tbe Sund. ard we are Pr 
1 15 native horror, in taking it for granted, that 
ute circumſtances of the remptariom were 
bcCbonſequentiy that we are excyſable on that 
And Gop grant that every mans 1. 


to: ſearch and try out his ways, and torn 


: As * hs firſt of | theſe, whoever has | 
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1 (ecience, by this confideration—that, they $ A 7 M. VP 
5 were common; that is, ſuch as thouſands — - 
beſides. himſelf are guilty of every day. —_— 
Hence the /bame of a vile action, which, - Ml 
J and Nature intended for our preſerva- | 1 
"| tive at firſt, or our reſtorative afterwards, „ 
inſenſibly loſes its influence on him, and 1 = 
be contrives to keep himſelf in counte- 
nance by cuſtom, though ſeverely re- 5 = 
+ | proached by law. Carry this obſervation - | 1 
5 e you into the buſy ſcenes of life, anna f 
5 . | _ ponwill-find-itevanplified even bound  -  ,. 724 
F eee ane er, minced e 4 


" This deluſion Memtest ae if poſ- | 

Ws le, ſtill more infatuating and fatal in its 1 
7 conſequences : in proportion as our ſenſe of OM | b 
"7 i ſhame is effaced will be the repetition of 
- |  _. our erimes. Now nothing fo radically de- | 
"Þ *'* ftroys our natural horror and deteſtationof e, 
5a as gur familiarity with it. Though 1 
„cevety man will, at r, find himſ elt 
ſeared at its monſtrous deformity, Nn, 
F F . inſenſiblx 


; EE RM, — wears off upon longer and more 
— intimate acquaintance ; till, at length, his 
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moral ſenſe being corrupted, or, perhaps, 
totally obliterated; vice and virtue preſent 


themſelves before him, without raiſing any 


emotion ſuitable to their ſeveral natures. 


The latter has no form or comelineſs that 
he ſhould love it, the former nothing abo - 
minable or terrifying that he ſhould hate 


predominant paſſions; and then, Evil 


* be thou my good" is the ene 


or maxim of his heart. fab 

_ Have we not Ane every def men 
eng detected in the practice of fraud, 
forgery, and falichood, in the tranſaction 
of buſineſs, convicted of taking away by 


violence the property, nay the lives 1 


it. Nay, from making a mock at ſin, he 
brings himſelf, at laſt, to regard it, not 
merely as harmleſs and innocent, but as the 
means and inſtrument of gratifying his 


7 


their ſellow- creatures, who, at the very 


bar of judgement, and place of e execution, 
a diſcovered e, confuſion nor re- 
morſe 1 
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morſe, but that their villainies had failed of SE RM. 
| ſucceſs, © Were they aſhamed' that they 


«had committed abomination? - Nay, 


= they werenot aſhamed, neither did they 


«< bluſh.” The candle of the Lox is 
extinguiſhed within them. They were 
ſorry, not for their fin; but that they could 
ſin no longer. Such are the fatal effects 


of habit; a AH. ene of guilt 


and ſhame. 7 


Another a of delwfonths Ms; ; ak | 


once men have perſuaded themſelves that 
half the world are guilty of the ſame, or 


as great crimes as they are, and are beſides 
uſed to regard their own ſins with a degree 


of complacency, they preſently advance 

ne ſtep further, and argue and conclude 
"det it is impoſſible Gop ſhould ſentence to 
eternal damnation ſo many millions of his 


creatures for infirmities which they aſſert, 


and, perhaps, believe to be inſeparable from 


human nature. And this terror of the 
Lok p once removed the fearful looking- 


1 80 * Judgement” and fiery indignation— 
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1 ae . 7 „ 
But, Gp! what miſerable ſub⸗ 
"refuges and ſelf-deluſions are theſe, 


we require further proof that every eee 
man is a fool? Not to mention Chriſtiani 
is there a heathen countr 


dom of barbarians upon che fa face of the: 


earth, where rational creatures i 
may ſubſtitute cuffom for the eternal rule of, 
right? 5 Suppoſe yourſelf 1 ſum 
the Judge on a charge of m 
you pot bly. think. to ju 1 
| coolly pleading that. you are certain. mur⸗ 

thers have now been committed for many 
centuries of years, and probably will be ſo 


to the end of. the world. Would this be. 
an apology or an jnſult? Nay, remember 
that we muſt approve. our conduct to the; | 
great Gop of heaven and earth, who i 18: 
himſelf. ie injured. party in every: tranſ- 
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| and ahove our natural duty to bim, as dur 8 AR Mz, „ 
wy we have ſolemnly ſworn — 


. and, obadience to.his | 
. holy laws, by our baptiſmal covenant, : 


\'þ © Have, perhaps, received the ſacrament upon | . 
5 it a hundrec times. However, finding,. . 1 
5 fancying we had found, a ſet of abandoned - 
Creatures in open rebellion againſt S Ie 4 
1 nb, and ordinances, we haug yen, MN 
1 > - tured, to liſt under their banner, if not "= | 
fa ching the thunder. and lightaii | = Wl 
vine yengeance, yet hoping to elc " | 
TE midſt of the croud. 1 1 85 „ „ 
| | w, this is beſt of your ple 11 
/ vill perjury and. treaſon. againſt ' _ _ 
FS © dreadful Majeſty of Heaven. Vou . 


blaeacd, no doubt, that Gon has comm. 
manded you not to be conformed; to this - 
FF _ world=zo/ to follow the multitude. to go. . + 

1 . and yet you have preſumed, in a caſe 7 
4  - involving, the happineſs of your ſoul ang 


wes 


5 ö body, and that to all eternity, not only to 


conform yourſelf. to the world, and to 
FF follow the multitude todocvil; but cen 
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The Delufions of the Heart, 
to ſet up cuſtom againſt ſcripture, and to 


make the practices of the vileſt of finners 


of greater authority than the will of Gov. | 
As if fins were only damnable becauſe they 


were ſingular ; or great and crying fins ſure 


to eſcape on account of their magnitude 


and clamour: that is, in one word, that 


two or three wicked men may draw down 


the fierceſt judgements of Gop; but a 
whole kingdom of abomination may be 


an object, if not of dee, yr w 
mercy and forgiveneſs, 


Need I add any . more to expoſe 
the ineffable, complicated fooliſhneſs, | 
horror,” and blaſphemy” of their principles, 
who- contrive to keep themſelves eaſy in 


| the habitual practice of fraud and falſehood, 
in the tranſaction of buſineſs, of impu- 
rity and diſhonour in the purſuit of plea- 
fure, only by alledging that there are thou- 
ſands beſides themſelves 1 115 mM 3 [; 
guilty of theſame 2 +, 


The laws of Gop ene and immu- 
_ * the obſeryance of them the 
1 eee 
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bounden indiſpenſable duty of eber ra- SER RM 5 
ſttconal creature; ſo that if any thing can be — „ 
inferred from the reflexion, that there are 0 
numbers of abandoned infatuated wretches 
who dare tranſgreſs, it is only this —ſo 
Fo much. ſtronger is the obligation incum- 

[2 bent on me to diſtinguiſh myſelf by my 
|; zeal for the divine honour and glory: al- 
5 ways remembering that moſt awful decla- 
1 | ration, though Band join” In band, the 1 
4 wicked ſhall not go unpuniſned . 1 
3 And was not this verified, in a manner 15 1 
ET: * moſt affecting imagination can con- 
5 ceive, in the deſtruction of Saam? where, | 
if there had been found but ten righteous Ds 
men only, the city had been ſaved. Whenever 
' = therefore the deceitful heart of the ſinner 
.  - ſhallendeavour to pacify him by this plea, 
i I am to be caſt off, utterly abandoned, 
and finally ruined only for ſuch or ſuch an 
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But what muſt ſach a man think of bi. 
ſelf, if it ſhould: be proved after all, that 
this very plea, which he depends on he 
| pardon and excuſe, is not only an aggre- 
vation of every other fin, but, thus ge- 
nerally urged, for repeated habitual indul- 

gence, is itſelf a moſt abominable ſin, as 
well as blaſphemous error. Reſolve it into 
its conſtituent principles, and it will be 
found to imply a reproach both on the 
anthor of our being, and of his providence. 
in the government of the world. For 
whether we ſuppoſe ourſelves to be formed 
of ſuch a nature as to be incapable of refiſt- 
ance, or placed i in a ſituation, where re- 
fiſtance. is vain, we equally arraign the 
wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs of Gov; 

© nay, we ultimately make him the cauſe _ 
But this notion is al- 


together as unreaſonable and-abſurd as it. 


70 | 5 is wicked. Can the fountain of all good, 


» „ 


think you, be the contriver and parent of . 
evil? Can infinite wiſdom and power be 
the author of a ſyſtem which muſt neceſ- 
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SER N . Gurily: and unavoidably thwart, contradict, 


XVII. 
— and oppoſe every attribute and perfection of Ro 


his on nature? If (as the Apoſtle unan= f 
ſiuerably argues) tt every good gift, and every | |. 

perfect gift be from above, and cometh _ \ 

«« down from the Father of Lights, with - | 


whom there is no variableneſs, neither ſhas . 
«© dow of turning; then let no man from „ 
henceforth preſume to ſay, or imagine, 1 


ww ben he is tempted, I am tempted of G N. | Ih 
8 vrho hath. formed me of ſuch a nature, o |}|_ 
| placed me in ſuch a ſituation: for as te |} | 


. purity and excellence of the divine eſſence 
is ſuch that it is impoſſible for Gop him- - 
{elf to be tempted with evil, ſo neither 
doth or can he tempt any man. What 

then is the original of evil? In one word, '- KF 
our on wilfut abuſe of our free ageneʒ KF _ 
or, as the ſame Apoſtle expreſſes it, every . Þ|_ 
man is tempted and enticed when he ies 
« drawn away of his own luſt ; and when ; 
luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
, fin.” Whatever aggravations or exte- 


| ions of ſin may ariſe from natural, ac- 
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| neſs, and the helmet of falvation have been 
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cidental, or external circumſtances, yet SERM. 
ſin itſelf the nature and eſſence of ſin x 
conſiſts entirely in the choice of a man's 
own will; and his guilt is always juſt ſo 
much in proportion as his choice deviates 
from the dictates of his reaſon and know- 
ledge of his duty. Lo! this only have 
« I found (fays the wiſe king) that Gop 
« created man upright, - but they have 
« ſought out many evil inventions.” 
- Beſides that our temptations to fin were 
and are irre/j/table every man knows to be 
falſe in fact. Otherwiſe, how comes it to 
| paſs that other motives are oftentimes 1 
found effectually to preſerve us, unharmed, „ 
from the moſt violent aſſault, when the | 
ſhield of faith, the breaſt-plate of righteouſ- 


oppoſed in vain? The confirmed, ſordid _ 
miſer can reſiſt the moſt preſſing temptation . 

to impurity, when he imagines. it may 

affect his fortune or his health. The brutal 

Slutton, or drunkard, will be honef, if con- 

vinced that the reputation of honeſty will 
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abſurdity and wickedneſs, the modern man 
of honour, has been ſometimes Enͥãůĩ . to 
ſpare the innocence of the wife or daughter 
e 2 
the murther of himiſelf or "Ig 
olf it may, perhaps, be voted Snfkntour my 

en, pho himſelf; and yet the riches of 
0 eternit che health and ſalvation of n im- #- 
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loudeſt applauſes of angels and arch- ang 5 
are continually lighted, neglected, and 
5 ſorfeited for ever, in the purſuit of lufl yy: 


de e rente, They: Ig 

„„ © deliberately withdraw themſelves fromm 

HE the influence of the divine grace make as W 
. practice of turning their backs on the pub: f 

| of their God and Savior = 


. 5 . ; 
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down to earth, and ſuperinduces' an un 
natural bias to evil, they impiouſſy 
ſume to ſay, it is t hath made us; 
% and not we ourſelves; though. per- | 
| haps,” every honeſt; i 
lainly diſcovers the ſource of 
"their own hearts. Les! 
enſlave, infatuate, 
and deſtroy us, are never original and in- 
nate; but evidently and demonſtrably 
either adventitious and adopted, or ſuch 
as derive their energy, if not their 
entirely from ourſel ve. 
And can it now: be thought that th 
neſs of our nature, and the Rtrength 
of temptation will ſerve as a ſufficient apo”. 
logy? This is more than {elf-flattery—it _ 
is wilful auf zit is deluſion 
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Hut let your imagination conduct you to 
that ſcene, which awaits us all; when 
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that. you were never ſuffered. to bo tempted 
above what, with the affiſtance of that 
grace, you you might thave reſiſted that Wh 
the temptation a way was always made for 
your eſcape, that you might be able to 


bear it; and yet, that you indolently, or 
wilfully, ſubmitted to it, merely to pro- 


cure ſome temporal profit, gratification, ar 


indulgence. Nay, to ſum up all the com- 
| plicated charge againſt you, though re- 


tedly, continually aſſured, that nothing 


but timely repentance, ample reſtitution, 
and perfect amendment of life could purge 


away the filth of your fin, through faith in 


 Cur1sT Jz8vs, vou have dared to die, 


and came to Judgement, relying on unco- 
venanted mercies, and eertain chimerical 
notions of pardon, 2 to the plaineſt 
dictates of reaſon and conſcience, and the 


expreſs te timony of Go and Four 
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you Wide deſerved? 0, avert it * my 
| brethren, and fellow-Chriſtians ! avert * 
by every holy reſolution, eyery act of con- 
ttition, and an immediate entrance on A 


template your crimes in all their genuing 
horror. And may you ſo avail yourſely 


health, 3 . e 1 


better courſe, regulated, not by the exam ple 
and practices of a corru "pted world, but by 
the revealed will of Gov. Break off your 
fins by inſtant righteouſneſs. The eter= 
nal welfare of your ſouls and bodies i is at 
ſtake: ſuffer not, therefore, your eyes to 
ſleep, 1 nor your eye-lids to ſlumber, nei- 
ther the tem ples of your head to take any 


reſt, till every dangerous delu fion of ſelf- 


love, every unreaſonable fu ggeſtion of felf- 


complacency, i is baniſhedfrom your boſom. + 


You are now awake, and in your ſenſes ; 5 
examine carefully and fincerely your fpiri- 
tual ſtate and condition. Fear not to con- 
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1 ee, who were eminent for XVIII. 
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And it has been thought of conſiderab ©. el 
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5 K reſpect due to the memories of thoſe who 
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| haye excelled in it; to propoſe ſuch un- 
common, ſuch noble, and uſeful charac- 


« 


ters, as a proper pattern for the imitation 
of all who are ſtudious of the improve- 


ment and perfection of their nature. And 
for this there is an obvious foundation in 
in the very frame and conſti- 
tution of man. For univerſal experience 
will atteſt that the inſſuenee of good ex- 
amples is much more extenſive, vigorous, 
that of the wiſeſt pre- 
moſt forcible and accurate 
reaſonings. They not only inſtruct with- 
ont alarming that pride, and ſelf-ſufficiency 
which are the great enemies to moral and 
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? bone exhibition"-of” moral exoellctice in 2 
pee, to based 15 2 
| c dae of the picture, the harmony | 
5 ſublime to be copicd into life. Whereas, 
. When we ſee it, as it were, Hanttated 
15 before us, and are fully con- ; 


HF vince that it has actually exiſted in living 
AS 1% characters, the ground of our de 
dobie emulation is inſpired, and we enn 

1 excited, but aged to excel. 
True example to which the text alludes 5 
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t. which is more peculiarly ne- 
ry to be propoſed and inſiſted on, at 
e the preſent day, when, by the abſurd: 


ranny of. cuſtom, and the contempti- . 
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Aue and benevolence ſolicit their" Hehe SERM 


tion in vain. All that remains, therefore, 
for the Chriſtian moraliſt is to ſet the ex- 
amples of a contrary nature in the ſtrongeſt 
point of view, and to leave every man to 
decide on their comparative excel lence; 


referring them to that omnipotent grace of 
' Gop, which is able, of the very ones, | 


(as the Baptiſt expreſſes it) even out of the 


moſt obdurate and abandoned ſpirits, to. 
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mile up children to righteouſneſs. 
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With this benevolent deſign, I beg leave 
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to recommend to your contiderttitiet” a cir- 


cumſtance in the hiſtory of the amiable 


and excellent Foſeph} Which, at the fame f 
time as it ſupplies us with one of the moſt 


neceſſary leflons, is, perhaps, the ſevereſt 
reproof of the preſent principles and tem- 
per of mankind that can be W in n the 
facred writings. © 70. 
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to believe hs ever fuſtained ſo 3 an 

y from a fellow-creature as this? 
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RI without reflecting on their TIDE and 


national fins, which had thus provoked 
| Omnipotence to deſtroy them. When 
« the judgements of the Loxp are in the 
earth, the inhabitants thereof will learn 
« righteouſneſs” will read their min in 
their puniſnhment. 

Their conſciences thus W like - 
a Eon refreſhed with wine—unutterable, / 
| confuſion, diſtreſs, and deſpair were vi- 
_ fible in every countenance: T bey bad 
finned beyond the poſbbility of pardon.” 
Nothing nothing leſs than a goſpel reve- 


Au tion of the Divine Nature could impart 


a ſingle ray of hope in their preſent deplo- 


rable ſituation. The ſoul that finneth,, ' | 
e jt ſhall die,” were the hard terms of the 
| law; and fince their crimes were notorious, 
the ſentence was inevitable. No; faith. 
the Father of Mercy and Love, by the. 
mouth of his prophet, or rather apoſtle of. 
our Lord JESUS CyRIsT—for it was an 


anticipated declaration of the ſecond co- 


© venant—* Turn ye cven to me with all 
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« your her, and wich faſting, and a with STIL „ 
4 weeping, and with mourning. And 

« rend your heart, and not your garments, 

5 and turn unto the LoxD your Gop; for ä 
he is ſtill gracious and merciful, flow to IE _—_— 
« anger, and of great kindneſs, and re- 4 = 
4" penteth kim of the evil, —is utterly un- | 

willing to infli& thoſe dire calamities de- T7 


nounced againſt you; if you may, by an,; 

| means, be induced to amend your _ and 5 

avert the impending judgement. G 
- '| * Such a mean the prophet, with trem- 


EE | ; bling ſolicitude, immediately points out, 
HF #6 the awcful. words of my text! * Blow 
5 . the trumpet in Zion, ſanctify a faſt, . 
we | * call a ſolemn aſſembly. Gather the 5 © 
1 8 | 7 4 people, ſanctify the congregation, , aſſem- 55 


: ble the elders. Gather the children, and „ 
9 thoſe” that ſuck the breaſts; let the Bet 1 
9 75 | . *'bridegroont go forth of his chamber, a ol 
the bride out of her cloſet, Let the 1 
p prieſts, the miniſters of the Lokp; ; = 
9 e weep between the porch and the altar, — 
| « and let them ſay, ſpare thy people, O 5 2 
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7 W and give not thine heritage to 


ar « reproach, that the heathen ſhould reign 


over them; wherefore ſhould they ſay 
5 among the people where i is their Gop? 
< Then will the Loxp be Jealous For his 


25 * land, and pity his people.” . ——_— 
Mere uninſtructea reaſon will ſuggeſt . 
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o us, that the all-wiſe and all-powerful 


Creator of the world can and muſt govern - 
and preſide over it. And as he is every 

. where preſent, and actually ſees. and knows. 
all things, and is infinitely : able to deter- 5 
mine all events according. t to his own will ö 
it is an abſurdity too groſs, for common- 
ſenſe to ſuppoſe him an indifferent and ; 
unconcerned. ſpectator of them. Now 
we are not more certain of his exiſtence, 
than we are that he delights i in virtue; we 


muſt, therefore, neceſſarily conelude, chat 


in his government of the world, all due 
regard i is had to the ſupport and encourage- 


ment of that which he delights in, and 


ente to the puni es of vice, 


a . 
23 e 5 . 2 1 4 5 1 1 
: 4 * 


Which 15 


2 


1 
\ 


+ 


„ ᷣ "IR 


that the very” hairs of our head are all 
numbered. 1 
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did, for our ſakes, faſt 40 days and 40 


f abſtinence that our fleſh being ſubdued to 
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. * an evident contradiction” to his * 
nature and attributes. Pda Lf v="1 e papel 


Theſe concluſions of reaſon are ex- 
plained, We rr and ſupported by 


revelation.” The old teſtament is little 


more than a hiſtory of Divine Providence, 


in which the cauſe and effect are equally 
viſible.” And in the zew— that full and 


final revelation of the counſel of Goo 


ve are aſſured that his Providence is co- 
extenſive with his creation, and that not 


even” *a fparrow falleth to the grou ound 
% without our heavenly Father. Vea, 


Upon this prineiple it is—the genial of 


Which is but a concealed fpecies of Epi- 


cureanatheiſin—that the church hath, 

from the very infancy of Chriſtianity, ap- 
pointed this folemn ſeaſon of Leut: that 
ſince our great exemplar Cngisr JEsUs 


nights; z we may be prevailed on to uſe ſuch 
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in righteouſneſs and true 
d ſave ourſelves from the 


of this holy in 


1 5 tion, now, alas l too generally ſlighted 2 Fw I 


I ſhall, in the firſt pl 
infinite, 


—_ to implore the Lozp. to „ ſoo are 
bk and give not his heritage to re 
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— ſoul and body, have a natural tendency to 1 
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5 © Poker guilt. How much all ranks 
and degrees among us are degenerated: 
chat compoſed and manly frame of ſpirit, 


= an Engliſhman, and which is, indeed, 


obvious to the moſt inattentive obſerver: 
| There was a time when the profeſſed man 
of pleaſure was almoſt univerſally marked 
. ee TOP ene Bin mg and 


| noel af all, who: but counten nanced and 
affociated with him. And while this prin- 
ciple retained its influence, the national 
: oo mant ers were ſafe, The annalsof our coun- 
0 will enable us to fix, with the utmoſt 
5 5 | precifion, the inauſpicious ra, when, it 
was firſt not only univerſally weakened 

x 5 and impaired, but almoſt. annihilated at 
| 8 ſtroke. "When: ily, rebellion, 

and hell had completed their grłat work, 


| | | which, to the lateſt riod of time, w will 
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TTY remain a monument 1 infamy to {uy | 75 t 
—_—  _- bn. name and nation; na fooner did the g, e, i 
es take place, than, to avoid ebe imp u- . 
1 tation of hypecti if; whi ch Bal cha nged reL FED . 5 
gion into rebellion, faith into faction, ank 
a zeal for the glory of Gon into ſacriſege. 
8 treaſon, and murther than an indfſcri- 55 8 | 
widate contempt of every ſacred 'prin- 
FSiple of action became the criterion bBf˖ 6 
 byalty, politeneſs, and an elevated under- 
ſtanding, A ſew looſa maxims of a vague 
and undefined idea, denominated honour, 
_ VvVere ſubſtitutedinſtead of the eternal fane< 

WE + vos of celigion—Honour without! be- 

_—} 8 fo neſty! and reputation among men attain- 
WW able by che blaſphemer, the whoremonger,, 
1 mute drunkard, and the duelliſt! as if eter 

Bal infamy, in the next world was no ex- 
8 cluſion fr OM good company in this. Then 
it was, that the mounds af decency Mere 
| ſapped to the ſaundation, and that torrent 

5 irreligion, libectiviſmg ad infidelity” 
firſt broke in upen us, which, gradually 

. e its force by the — of every 
PL fink. 
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bann of corruption, ſeems to threaten,) at ITT 
the preſent: day, a total ſubverſibn of all — 


that is truely great and  praife-worthy 


az mong us. The reſtraints which Gon and 
nature had provided for our ſecurity, being 
thus generally rejected, lovers of pleaſure | 
mare than lovers of Gop and moral fitneſs, 


is become the character of man and wo- 
man of all ranks, ages, and conditions. 


Pleaſure). the great object of univerſal. 
Fl purſuit the mighty ãdol, at whoſe altar 
our time, fortune, bealth, fame, under 

ſtanding. religion, body and ſoul are every 
| day notoriouſly ſacrificed-. A few: ſtated: 


ſeaſons for innocent relaxation and amuſe- 


ment were all that the manly ſimplicity of 
aur anceſtors requited. But now the 
Whole lives of many among us are little 
les than one eternal carnival of ſenſuality, 
and deſpicable ſelfiſnneſs, in which the 
ſanctity of the marriage bed is prophaned, 
the ſacrod bands af friendſhip are diſſolved 


by exorbitant gaming, the amiable duties 
* beneyolence are vinlatod, unſuſpecting 
innocence 
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«0 therefore ſhall the land mourn, and every «- 
* one that dwelleth therein. ta mn 
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ewe RO won © one when they impregna- Ns 7 
ble chaſtity of a Britiſh matron was almoſt ä 

5 proverbial ; and conjugal infidelity, oY EE 

a ſingle inſtance, was regarded as a re» 

| proach to the whole kingdom: female in- 

nocence ſilently retired into corners, Con 

|, vered with the bluſh of. confuſion. for a = 

- falling ſiſter; lamenting that the world 

had reaſon to admit a pꝑſibility for the writs | 

| of an Engliſhman to violate her faith, '. 

But now, ſince the moſt unreſerved fa= . 

8 e and unbluſhing for wardneſs is the „ 

7 politeneſs of woman, and open barefaced EM 

incontinency and contempt of religion, | 

| the wit and wiſdom of man; our pub- 

lick aſſemblies are too often but ſo many 

- notorious panders to vice, making proviſion 

for the fleſh, and ſupplying the moſt con- 

. venient opportunities for fulfilling the luſts 
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NR. tery, detseuon, and divorce are e ſuch com- 
mon occurrences but let our enemies 
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finiſh the hortid contraſt; for I have nei- 
ther abilities nor inclination to deſcribe 
our national degeneracy. ov: 0 ? that my 


head were waters, and mine eyes 2 fouri- i 
* tain of tears, that T might weep daß 
«and night for the fins of the daughters 


< of my people! How ſhall I pardon 


 « thee for this ? Gaith the Loxp—thy chil- 


« dren have forſaken me; when. had fed 
« them to the full, they Then r 


adultery, and aſſembled themſelves * 
7 2 troops in the harlot' s houſes.” 
* Tremble,” ye deſtroyers of your itn ho 


try! lovers of pleaſure more than lovers 


12 


5 of Gov! ſee the fatal influence of your 
Xo example in the crying fins of a devoted 
| land. The moon hides her t our 


midnight enormities, and the morning 


* blu ſhes at our unfiniſhed debauch. The 


concubine is notoriouſſy kept; is openly 


reſorted. to by the married as well as . 4 | 
fingle; by who at the preſent mo- 


* FL 24 
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ment, ate ſittidpg at the right hand of . 


power, by their own deteſtable example 
encouraging the vices of all below. them. 


-Uninfluenced by the royal virtues—loft 


not only to religion and genuine: honour, 
but even to decency itſelf; are they aſhamed 
when they commit theſe abominations? 
They are not aſhamed, neither do they 
bluſh. They glory in their ſhame, are 


Tana of rp _— and ſport them | 


of 8 | 
Yes! pleaſure i is, in . more 


{pernicious than vice itſelf. That has na- 


-turally ſo much loathſomeneſs and horror 


. N 


in it as to deter every ingenuous mind 


from its embraces. It ſtartles and alarms 


the conſcience, and puts us upon our 
4 guard. But pleaſure, under the colour 
of being innocent and palatable, tempts 


aus to the repeated draught, till, like an 
opiate, it ſtupefies and beſots the ſoul; and 


then vice, loſing its native horror, im- 
Seeg os itſelf, becomes fa- 
miliar, 


ors. 
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cre, when it bah like a POE INE 
— Vu mad. now 5 3 and 
C 1 ae the fit conſequences of that epi- 
On demical rage for pleaſure, which is evi- 
ü? dently-the chief ſource of theſe flagitious | 
LEES £5 -enormities. "When in the ao . 
5 1 5 5 5 | and every dos 338 hay cannot 
dart vindictively ſet their faces againſt an 
nttitution, which is inceflantly reprbdach- 


| enemy of NO and when the moment 
fort, e e ct oh wo to eſcape _ 

|  Inſufferable anguiſh and deſpair, but in the | 
us IE Ns Wee — 

brutes 
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5 ing their degeneracy: and, ſince religion is 
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br thr perth n an. he who! was SERIE | 2 
formed after the image of an uncreated „„ 
I excellence,” conſcious of immortality, . 
pable of moral perfection, bought with A 1 
a price ineſtimable, a mighty work . 
and abour of love to be the bleſſed ſer : = 
: ; vant of "God, who has thus ingloriouſly <2 = 
ſold himſelf to be the ſlave of iniquity? . 
the poor deſpicable drudge of his own everk ⅛ĩ? ' 
 haſting infamy ! a reproach to his Maker; ä 
2 forrow to his Saviour, and the boudeſt — oo 
* eflvinph / HE 
Ou ' promiſcuoys,” barefaced Hed -- 
nences, our notorious adulteries and abo: „5 
minable filthinefs of worſe than brutal : 1 
luſts, our too general contempt, and vio- 1 
. lation of all religious, moral, and ſbeial 

duty, have, as it were, hung GTO ä 
2 againſt Omnipotence itſelf. WWW 

Men and brethren, what ſhall we do? Ty „ 
Phitber ſhall we flee for fecurity? 3 3 

+ Blow the trumpet in Zion, fanatify — "= 
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bly, whoſe ſenſual paſſions are in a flats 
of - /ubjeion, ſimilar to thoſe of men fat 
advanced in wiſdom and in years. Ga- 


anal a bon 
| collefied Sams of mind, Which body 


mortiſication has a natural tendenęy to pro- 


duce; and let ãt lead you to Godly ſorrow, 
heartfelt repentance, and Nasen reſo- 
lutions of immediate re The 


whole weight and emphaſis of the exhor- 


tation reſts upon this. He therefore im- 
meciately repeats the expreſſive term 
the congregation; and if the fol- 


„ words be regarded as an explana- 


tion of his meaning, which the highly 
figurative prophetick language will admit, 
it will not be neceſſary to ſeek for any fur- 
ther inſtruction as to the diſpoſitions of 


mind requilite to render our faſt an acs 
ceptable day unto the Lord, and (through | 


the merits of a. crucified Redeemer). an 
| efficacious _ propitiation for our paſt: fins. 


only preſume ta approach the holy afſem- 


ther cke children, and thoſe that ſuck. 
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e « the breaſt*—perſons of meek, hun 
ERC 
RI — and governable ſpirits; acco 
” bleſſed Lon v's deſeription of the diſpoſi- 
ꝛoons neceſſary for the reception of the Goſ- 
pel . except ye be converted, and become 
«as little children, ye ſhall not enter into 


deep it low, like as 4 child that is 

Fi > 8 == | * veaned from his mother; yea, my ſoul 
=__ Un even as a weaned child... Let tbe 
rn (be proceeds) go forth of his 
b A 5 5 5 5 tt chamber, and the bride out of her clo- 
=—_}. „ 6 
3 TY $9 dulgence: and ſenſual gratification be this 


2 


1 _ - _  . foul--the wedding garment of repe 
: and holy reſolutions be the only ob 


of 
due apoſtlesz e, abſtain chat je may give 
s uvourſelves unto Faſting and: prayer, and 
” "M let not your adorning be that outward 
tyagornIng, of wearing of gold, but let it 
1 s; e CCC fs 1 1 


rding to our 


e he kingdom of heaven: or, as the 
. Plſalmiſt ſpeaks—< I refrain my ſoul, and 


every ſpecies of worldly in- 


3 1 Z - Ez day ſuſpended and let the apparel of the 


J =. at ſolicitude: correſpondent ta chat . 
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be be the bidden 1 man of the Winnt in that 
6 which i is not cotruptible, even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet, or ſerious, 7 
| & * ſpirit, which, is in the — of Gop of 5 
great price. : 
Having thus ET bo thirſted after 
| righteouſneſs —acquired by. bodily morti- 
flications, theſe neceſſary diſpoſitions; we 
are to aſſemble ourſelves together. in the 
place of publick worſhip, and there let tho 
ce « prieſts, the miniſters of the LoRD, weep ; 
« between the porch. and the altar,” —on 
3 bended knees of their ſouls and bodies, 
confeſs, acknowledge, and deplore our cry: 
ing complicated. national ſins; $; and let them 
toy. ſpare . thy people, 0 Lokp, and ; 

* give not thine heritage to reproach.” 
Let. them exert all the ſacred prevalence 
of. prayer to deprecate thoſe moſt alarming 
judgements, the thunder and lightening 
of almighty vengeance Juſt ready = buck 
over our devoted heads. And let every 
reaſonable creature, from this awſul mo- 
„ went, 


: e Net 


E: 12 "OG sER M. ment, enter ito d ihn tr". oy th 
> © «<— Gov and his own foul, to walk from 0 
—_. * henceforth in the works of his laws, and Dae 
in the ways of hiscommandinents ; caſting ' 
—_— out of his boſom every thing that can be 
3 offenſive to the eyes of his immaculate 12 75 
6 Holineſs. | Then will the Lord be 257 Ft 
5 ; * Jous for his land, and pity his people. 
Comfortable! moſt comfortable decla- 

4 me.tion! who ſhall circumſcribe the power | 
1 of chat Being to whom all things in he- 
3 ven and earth, and under the earth, do bow . 
—_  -andobey? Whatever our difficulties and 
1 dangers may be, and how much ſbever 


: 5 beyond any human ſtrength to adjuſt and 
5 divert; yet he has paſſed his immutable 
—_ . word, that upon our repentance and re- 
A formation, he will de *<jealous for his land 
. A 55 and pity his people; or, as it is e xpreſſed 
4 = in the 14th verſe, he will return and . 
=—_  - „ '« repent, and leave a blefling behind him.” | 
I, bayve proclaimed the faſt, and O! be 
—— | beate on, my brethren, | to hy theſe 
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a dings ſeriouſly to heart. And when you SERM, 
- MF retire to ſuch holy and neceſſary medita- I 
| tions, may the Father of Mercies influence 
» WH thoſe moments to the advancing of your 
. happineſs here, and of your eternal ſalva- N 
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| jons. of ſin, whoever preſumes to d 
dot only . A total dilbelief 42 7 "= 
2 | facred it i 0 2 


the foul from. the pol- ee 


of which true repentance conſiſts. „ 

5 For the effects of ſorrow on the human 
= i heart, in ſoftening it down to every im- 
refſion of tenderneſs, and etadicatin 8 the 


RESET * 


ſe 8 barg ieee of a. 
whom the Divine Providenee eedeth with = ; 


% The Natureand Ef 


co. am. . e ab re ty inner res 


8 ERM, fo wg of tears, and giveth them 9 
w——— tcouſneſs of tears to drink. Shame, while 
tit rends and agoniſes che boſom. writes its 
triumphs on the face, in characters too 


legible to. eſcape. the obſervation of any 


one. And of that great animal principle, 


Fear, wWe may affirm, i in the language of 


the A poſtle, that it is quick and pow- 55 
OX: *.erful harper thanany twozedged ſword, + 


piercing even to the dividing aſunder of 
ty 8 ſoul” and e- and of the Joints and 
— A maffbw e, Ah er trauſports a man be 
ond himſelf; 28 eee change his 
very nature. And if ſuch be the effeck ef 
each of tlieſe paſſions fingly" exerting” its 


| AF, what may we not expect from the - 


united influence of all together? 10 
Now, tlieſe ate but the Greta? ingre- 


ene which enter into the compoſition of 


that mighty reſtorative of the ſoul, Re 
1 e and are all evidently included in 
Sorrow) for having miſerably fallen 


FH the dignity” of our nature; and for- 


. "Totes our” moſt glorious Privilege, the ap- 


probation 
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5 3 « HR Ok of the bleſſed 2 


Author of our being ;—ſhame for the i in- 
famous and loathſome condition, to Which 
we have degraded ourſelves; —tear, and ap-/ 
prehenſion of | puniſhment, inſeparably 
connected, with conſciouſneſs of guilt ;— 
anger at ſin, the cauſe of our felf-deteſia« 
tion; and, the natural conſequence of all- 


© converſion. to Gop, with ſincere pura 


poſe of amendment, together with love of 


his adorable: perfections, in the imitation 


of which, we nay feel and acknowledge 
the happineſs of a moral agent is, by the 
eternal and unalterable Fondation, of 
things, only to be found, 
"44 Ne than this. cannot, upon the prin- 


5 ciples of rational deiſm, and natural re- 


gion, be called repentance: and if to the 


= joint influence of theſe cauſes, thus 


| mighty in operation, we add what the 
, Chriſtian ſyſtem has ſo abundantly ſecured. 
and confirmed to us, the concurring grace 
and aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit; we can- 
Hott | but Prey! the utmoſt reaſon to admit 
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| Il apa af int wt suf 6 

Mis Mud eck is remarkable. for its affecting 4 

energy and emphaſis; * Repent ye (Gays 5 

St. Paul, preaching at Jeruſalem) and 

© be converted, that your fins may * 1 

« blotted aut, when the times of refreſh- 4 

| * ing or foul-refloring— £ 1 

_ * the preſence of the Loxp,” © The ori A 

x anal word, which we tranſlate 1 „ 
„ gaifics' a total alteration of the mind, : 

4 bind of ſpiritual] metamorphoſis in 
3 which a man receives a new ſoul and new 

5 | 4 affections, 1 in exchange for hig ld, mn: | 
SE, > ar. corrupted by =. - 7 

EEE; oc, The ſame expreſſive idea fecurs in is | 
5 ä Epiſtle to the Epheſians, where, ſpeaking $5 
4 * 5 5 of thoſe, « Who being paſt feeling! er. 1 
5 5 1 5 ned Way. their moral ſenſe—and | "4 
3 F EY | fo given themſelves over unto. laſciviouſ- l a 
_ 1 peb, „ to work all uncleanneſs with _ 3 


Et 5 © greedinels, he exhorts his Chriſtian 5 7 
1 tet to * pur of the old man, and to be 
renewed | 


* 
3 


2 
= 


inn, dE » and 


> 


Ar | mind, ah 
"putting. en abu new mat. . WI hich, after 


e is created in righteouſneſs, and == ; 


CE 


e holineſs.” This notion is alſo 1 in- 
eluded, in that t term of our.own language, 
by which weexpreſs the bleſſed effects of 


true repentance—reformation. N 


1 Our Lonp and SAvigus,.. „ses 


| Cuntsr, i in his conference with Nicode- 
mus, has adopted a ſtill more intereſting 
e « Verily, verily, 1 a unto thee, 


**,cxcept a man be born again, he cannot 


e the kingdom of Gop; as if it was 
in the power of effectual repentance even 
to annihilate the man af ſin, and to re- 
produce him a new creature, capable of 
ſerving and obeying Gon in the language 
of the church, to effect a death unto fit, 
and a new birth unta righteouſneſs, . Cor- 
| reſpondent . to this, converted Penitents. 
When in their firſt ſtate of regeneration, 
are frequently repreſented under the cha- 
rater of new - born babes 3 in a progreſſive 

ber towards manhood, to be nouriſhed up 
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Na ay, eyen that awfu 


| ſurredtion from the dead 85 begwench ihe 
ployed to illuſtrate the power of this m 
dicine of the foul. 


« the dead; "and CugisT ſhall give thee 
15 light.” So again till more fully in the 
Epiſtle to the Cle ans; „ If ye then be 
Fe riſen with Curr” "riſen from dhe 
death of fin unto a new life of righteoul- 
neſs—. feck thoſe things Which are 
- above. Mort i. therefore—abſas = 
Woe ny kill and deſtroy—your members rs 
n are upon the earth or your 


* 


4 earthly and ſenſual paſſions—fornicati6n, 


„ unclearineſs, inordinate affection, evil 
- he concupiſcence, and covetouſhels, which 
tis [idolatry ; ; for which things ſake the 
& wrath 0 05 cometh on ne children en 
9 Globe diene. enn 
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67 Repentance. | 


1 By the Wipe of this leading idea, we 


may illuſtrate many obſcure paſſages in the 


wWritings of the Apoſtles, and particularly 
that celebrated exclamation of St. Paul, 


n the character of the unregenerate; O 


by 4 wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? 


To which he immediately adds, © I thank 


* 


1 vyretched and loathſome dungeon of cor- 
e ruption-and death, with which our pol- 
+<©luted bodies have ſurrounded us, by 

e hearty repentance, through faith in him, 

+: who: was ordained to preach good tidings | 

e unto the meek, to bind up the broken- 
e hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- ' 
tives, the opening of priſon to them 
that are e al ee, _ | 


God, through Jxsus CnrIsT our 
As if he had ſaid, eternal 
. glory and gratitude be rendered to the 


A, 4% Lord.” | 


Father of Mercies, who hath given us 
e power to eſcape even from this moſt 
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We may recollect @ ag all theſe won 
FFF 
tepeatedly exemplified in real life. What 
are the hiſtories of David, Hezekiah, Ne- 
 buchadnezzar, the Ninevites, the apoſta- 
tiling Peter, and the perſecuting Paul, 
and, indeed, of all the primitive heroes of 
religion, the _ glorious company of the 
Apoſtles, the goodly fellowſhip of the 
Prophets, the noble army of Martyrs; 
| what are they all but the recorded tri- 
e of repentance plain demonſtra- 
tions, accommodated to the univerſal ſenſe 
of mankind, that it has infallible power, 
wherever it is ſuffered to have its perfect 
work, to bring every ſinner, without ex- 
ception, within the reach of Gop's merey 
to ſeal his pardon in heaven, and render 
him capable of admiſſion to that bleſſed 
$9 Vece ne go vines, ee | 


To encourage all 8 day, | 
to an immediate application of the ſame 
1 means; ; to guard againſt preſumption, on 


, d BS 


the one hand, and deſpair on the other ; 


I ſhall endeayour to illuſtrate this great — 


and intereſting doctrine, by an appeal to 


matter of fact —a caſe eminent and affect- 
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ing, repeatedly recorded and authenticated 
by the Spirit of Gop, as an antidote 


againſt thoſe particular fins of ſenſual im- 


purity, which characteriſe our own pol- | 


luted times and declining country. 


When Joſhua, by immediate com- 
miſſion from the Lox D of Hoss, un- 
dertook the reduction of the idolatrous 
nations, and the conqueſt of the land of 


Canaan, he thought it adviſeable to ſend 


two ſpies to the city of Fericho, which 
was oppoſite to the ſpot where he was to 
paſs the river Jordan, in order to take a 
view of. the ſituation, ſtrength, and ave- 
nues of the place. The perſons appointed. 


1 


to this hazardous undertaking appear to 
have poſſeſſed every neceſſary qualification, 


being not only prudent and valiant, but ; 
actuated by a generous zeal for the glory 
| of Gods and the honour of true religion. 
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= ; | SERM. Having gained the city in ſafety, and made a 
1 3 3 their obſervations, they were directed by 8 2 
| 4 8 on chance—or,' rather let me fa. for the by 

= | event will abundantly Juſtify it, they were 2 

conducted, by the merciful providence of . 1 


God, to a houſe of publick entertainment, 
the miſtreſs of which, through a deplora- 


5 te 

ble want of religious education, and the N 

A neceſſary reſtraints of virtuous principles, 5 it 
V bea. in very early life, abandoned herſelf x; 


to proſtitution. | We are exprefsly told, in 
e ſecond chapter of the book of Joſhua, 
"that 5 they came into an Sarlot's houſe, 
—_ * named Rahab, and lodged there.“ And 
3 F again, in the 6th chapter, aud at the 
2 5 22d verks, we read, that Joſhua ſaid 


* unto the two men, that had ſpied ouit | i 
3 the country, 20 into the harlt's houſe, 25 
. «and bring out Rahab: and once more; IF 


at the 25th of the ſame chapter, ſee 4 | © 


=_ 1 Joſbua fayed Rahab, the harlot. It 13 | jÞ 
—_— 2 05 true that the Hebrew word, Zonah, here 8 
—_— | tranſlated an harlot, may, in ſome inſtances, 1 
=—_  - Sorel * an N or the miſtreſs of of 
_— - | 9 1 
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engage in it, and whoſe perſons were no- 


it 18 aſſerted by the Apoſtles St. Paul and 


mitting of no other interpretation than 


pI is highly probable, that in the courſe. . 
| ef their converſation, the holy men, ever 


before her the unſpeakable danger, e 


| +G0p, v whoſe honour ſhe Had hitherto * it 
1 | "7 3 to | N 
5 11 | 5 


222 N „„ 149 
RS. But the reaſon. of this SERM. ; 1 
evidently confirms the preſent acceptation a, „ 
of the word; becauſe the profeſſion iclt, | 
being regarded as infamous in thoſe days, 
none but ſuch who had renounced all pre- 
tenſions to character, were ever known, to 


e as common as their houſes. £7 
But to remove the matter beyond doubt, 


181. James, who wrote by the infallible 
ſpirit of Gop,. that ſhe was an harlot: the 
Greek word Ilogen, uſed in both places, ad- 


- that of a wr etched creature, who, Proſti- : | 
tutes herſelf for 1 


attentive to the ſacred intereſts, of virtue, 
'Charitably took. an opportunity of ſetting - 


and baſeneſs of her courſe of life; in- 
ting her in the knowledge of. the. a | 


1 1 1 £ 3 N X a; 5 % « 

S 50 * 1 e 

=—_ " REM. PAT OR and her own body to e r 
5 * F "TX. 


to her the divine will, fo far as it related 
to herſelf, and the object of their com- 
Be miffion, What will add great ſtrength to 
== — this conjecture is, that we are not deſtitute 
: | of reſpectable authority for calling one of 
her kind admoniſhers, Phineas, which was 
5 the name of that genuine man of honour, 
=: Vho had already eſtabliſhed his reputation, 


anitiſh princeſs. Indeed this ſeems to con- 
ſtitute the moſt ſtriking feature of his 
character. It is, therefore, natural to 
ſuppoſe, that his benevolent exhortations 


of the Divine perfeRtions renewed a right 


purities of their worſhip; and revealing 


by his exemplary zeal againſt the ſins of 
Impurity, in the caſe of Cozbi, the Midi- 


, would be forcibly employed on that to- 
= pick. This, however, .is evident, from 
=. that moment her "conſcience began to 
—_,. - | Tpeak, and ' repreſented her ſin in its full 
w WO malignity: her boſom truvelled 
=_ with repentance, and felt the 'pangs' of 
| =_ _ goodly forrow. An aweful apprehenſion 
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8 and — oh offer SERM. 


up on the altar of a broken and a contrite 
heart, ſuch a ſacrifice of faith as the tender 


and confeſſion: I know that the Loxp 
* hath given you the land. The ex- 
pteſſion is remarkably emphatical; ſhe 
does not ſay, I believe that he will, but 


in the full aſſurance of faith, I 4now that 
be bath; have as perfect a conviction of 

dme infallible certainty of the Divine Pro- 
miſe, as if you were already in actual poſ- 
ſeion of it. For the Lon p your Go, 


«(ſhe s) He is Go in heaven 


hee and in earth beneath!“ Theſe 


| ar her own words. | Here, therefore, her 
+/xecovery from idolatry, fin, and death, 


8 ee eee manifeſted, and the 


work of her regeneration advancing apace 
- towards perfection. By faith (ſays the 
ae to the Hebrews) that is by this 
illuſtrious and heroick confeſſion of a true 


Father of Mereies and Love could not reject - 
and deſpiſe, Hear her gloric us declaration 


ee Me as 
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hould | be tranf- 


Iꝛꝰo our comfort and edification the fi. 
* Aer r or- trace on — 


dee of een eee x chat) 
ice of good works. Intelligence be- 
b- ing brought to the King of Jericho, that 
1 te ſpies were in the city, and executioners 
| ſent to apprehend them; ſhe ven | 
e evident hazard of her life, to Concell 
_ the holy men, whoſcadmonitions bad o 


5 ol the generous: ſolicitude of a 
ful heart, watched for the moment of 
5 ſaſety; when ſhe conducted eee 


6 | ent them out anotł er way 2 314 © EY 
=: rs then, we have the infalli | | 
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— in aſſerting that the penitent proſtitute 8 E R M. 

— the joint influence of faith and — 5 

f dered holy in the ſight of G. 5 

1 Let us now never more be told of Juſtifi- „„ 
We the excent of Gop's mercy to- | 


4 x 


vile Sebriche when feved Frons the general E 
{which ſoon after drenched” the „ 
6 city in blood; the lives of her e e 


5 rents and relations were ſaved for her ſake, p . 4 
5 when every other living creature fell a mi- 1 
ce to fire and ſword; and 8 1 Jn} 9 


N above all, ſhe was faved from the eternal „ 
. pen ties of her rer ns. Ye 
0 8 raiſe is in the book of life. Her 

« : | n the glorious roll F 5 > 
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| you, that there is a eee the 
een which, < though your fins 
be as ſcarlet,-they ſhall be as white as 
et now, they be red 50 
goſpel of Jesus CHRIST is in your 
the very end and ai 
n, and of all his precepts, doc- 


righteous but ſinners to repentance. 
taught you how fearful a thing it is 
to alk into the hands of the living Gop, 
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you—(and oh! conſider with me a 
of life) 
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„ inexorable vengeance of almighty 
Power = cometh on the impenitetit chil- 


z et dren of diſobedience. Death 


— 
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1 5 age will not extinguiſh, or atone for, uthe 
ot Ly fire of luſt; becauſe : out of the brart 


betet 5 
"En your reform She was. convinced, in 
*** Zee ebene baſenels an 
. | danger of her condition, and improved 
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wou umph FE your Sarge; could 8E RM. 
WIL inſpire. : Tn the very prime of life,” We 575 


health, and beauty, Expoſed by the nature 

of het profeſſion to every blandiſhment w 

| ſenſe,” t | can delude, ſeduce; and over- ; 
ſet the reaſon, the made a glorious ſacrifice = 


to Gop, religion, and virtue. If thine. 


eye offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt 
it from thee; it is better for thes thus 
to enter into ie, than that thy whole 
oe, body and ſoul be tormented with the fire 
of | Juſt here, and of hell hereafter“ 
ey conſtitutional bias may be ſubdued 
by faſting and prayer! We can do all 
things through CnRISs r ſtrengthening us. 
His grace is ſufficient for every ſon and 
daughter of ſincerity a remedy for fin of 
which the poor penitent of Canaan had 
not even the remoteſt conception. 
Ohl for the voice of an archabgel to 
awaken your ſouls to a ſuitable apprehen-' 
ſion of the ineſtimable privileges the 
ennobling powers and graces of Chriſtia- 
ee 252 you baſely content to give up all 
| 1 thele 
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SEAM. tha for the indulgence of ſenſuality. . But 
— what have you taken in exchange for 


innocence? Vou have | # wh * 14. 
den fruit, and found it all deluſion z— 
mere apples of Sodom, alluring, indeed, 


mo ſenſes, but within, full of execrable 


- bitterneſs, and deadly poiſon. - It promiſed. 


you pleaſure, and gave you ſelf- abhorrence, 
loathing, infamy, and deſpair. And will 
you ſuffer the ſame dull detected lie to de- 
ceive you again? What is the infatuating 
guiſhing power of luſt? Hea- 


ven, earth, and hell join in their proteſt 
_ againſt it: yon hear and are convinced; 


and yet—angels behold it ee ., 


4 


Anden r yourle Aves to its ee ve 

tion in e i any ns) in ae 
Divine Love; if any communication of 
the holy Spirit; if any Saws of mer 
for your own immortal ſouls ; gird up the 
| loins of your mind, and reſolutely preſs 
forward, toward the mark for pk”. 
1 the high culling af Gov, in CurisT 
, en 
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asus; pon parity: hall beout of the 118 
reach of danger here, and introduce you = = => 
to the ſociety of angels hereafter. © ' 

And ye, who in the walk of life have 
dae peace to be deluded by the 
ſpyren voice of ſenſual pleaſure; ſeek the 
. Lord while he may be found; return to 
| kim, this moment, through the paths of 
faith, repentance, and prayer :—beſeech- 
ing him to waſh your ſouls and bodies in 


che blood of that immaculate Lamb, who 


was flain to take away the fins of the 
world that whatſoever defilements you - 
may have contracted in -the idolatrous Ca- 
naati of this polluted world, being purged 
and done away; you may be preſented | 
pure and without ſpot: your names written 
with faithful Rabad's in the book of life; 
and | yourſelves ſpiritually admitted with - 
her into the holy family of Jesus CHRIST. 
For whoſoever (ſays that adorable Saviour 


who came to ſeek and to fave that which 


was: loſt) * whoſoever: ſhall do the will 
< of my Father, who is in heaven, the 
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The Nature and Eray 
« ſame. is my hrogher, an and a 


mother 
« Now this is hy will of Gon 5 ſays 


the Apoſtle, with whoſe awful words I ſhall 
conclude; hoping you will remember bem 
when the voice- that now ſpeaks them to 
you ſhall be ſilenced for ever, although 
every other part of this well - intended effu- 
fon of duty, fo loudly called for by the 
corruption of the times, ſhould be entirely - 
forgotten “ this is the will of Gon, eren 
« your ſanctiſication : that every one of you 
« ſhould know how to poſſeſs: his veſſel 
«in purity and honour. But fornication 
. and all uncleanneſs, let them not be 
« once ſo much as named among you, . but 
to reprove them: neither filthineſs, nor 
< fooliſh talking, nor _ which are 
the i incentives to vice, and indications of 
a a corrupted heart. Let no man deceive 
«you with vain, words,” which moſt ef- 
fectually carry on the buſineſs of hell, 
whenever they attempt to excuſe or exte- 
nuate the ſins of impurity. For this af 


7 know 


J 


8 e 4 „ 14 „„ 
t Know'—as an immutable principle, 
which even the univerſal practice of all 
mankind can never ſubvert “ ye know 
e that no whoremonger, nor unclean per- 


* ſon hath any inheritance in the kingdom 


*« of CHRIST and of Gop.” 

Think of theſe things; and from this 
moment abſtain from all filthineſs of fleſh 

and ſpirit. 

And then, while the indefiled and 

de pure in heart ſhall be redeemed from 


i among men; as tlie fir fruits unto Gop, 
1e and ſhall follow the Lamb whitherſo-. 


tc ever he goetli, thoſe convinced and 


awakened creatures ſhall in no wiſe be caſt 
dut; but their early penitence ſhall be re- 


warded with everlaſting pardon, and their 
tegeneration with the riches of eternity: 
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My. foot Randeth. ls 1 wil So 2 the 


e in the eee, 5 


_ Palm, xxvi, 12. 


3 HERE is is no; N any figure 


ö verfally adopted into all languages, from 
the earlieſt records of an tiquity down to 
the prefent day, as that which repreſents 
Stan life under the idea of a pilgrimage, 
or journey. And it is very remarkable, 
that as the general tenor of our conduct, ſo 
our moral and religious duties in particular, 
are more frequently expreſſed by alluſions 


to this mode of ſpeech, than by the plain 


and | natural terms themſelves. Such, at 
leaſt, every ſtudent of the ſacred volume 
muſt immediately recollect is uniformly 


M 3 the 


of ſpeech, which has been ſo uni- 
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166 The Duty of publick Worſhip. 


| SERM. =O of ſcripture. Thus the cha- 
XXI. 

— racter of a man of integrity and unim- 
peached honeſty in all his dealings is de- 
ſeribed by his walking uprightly; and it 

is aſſerted of ſuch a one that he walker 
ſurely. In like manner, our reverence 
for the Supreme Being, evidenced by 
obedience to his laws, is called walking in 
the ways of the Lox, and in the paths 
of his commandments. Thus, likewiſe, 
that fulneſs of Divine Revelation, which 
zs offered in the Goſpel of the bleſſed 
Iresus, is foretold in theſe emphatical 
terms; ** thine ear ſhall hear a word be- 
© hind thee, ſaying, this is the way, walk 
« yein it; when ye turn to the right hand 
* and when ye turn to the left. 
And the neceſſity of ſuch a direction 
for every incapacitated child of Adam is 
acknowledged by the pathetick Jeremiah, 
by the like beautiful allufion ; 2 O Logn, | 
I know that the way of man is not in 
« himſelf; it is not in man that walketh 
to direct 9 80 the great Apoſtle 
e Seg 


See * ye oth rm and SERM. 4 
again, as many as walk according to — i 
this role, peace ſhall be upon them Fo 
15 mercy.” - | 
With the fame 75 harmoniſes the au- 
thor of my text, in ſuch a variety of in- 
ſtances, that it can hardly have cluded the 
obſervation of the moſt inattentive reader ; 
„I will walk before the Lok j in the land 
s of the living. I have refrained my feet 
6c from every evil ay, that 1 may keep 
& thy word. And, 0 mention but one 
more, 6s thy word is 4 lantern unto my 
4 feet, and alight unto mypaths,” .... _ 
Thus, amidſt all the difficulties, doubts, 
2nd fears, which perplex his judgement on 
other occaſions, there is one great duty, in 
the diſcharge of which (he evidently i in- 
timates that) a reaſonable creature, con- 
ſeious of his dependence on the Supreme 
Being in every article of his exiſtence, 
may, with the utmoſt certainty, conclude 
* that he is always making a ſafe and honour- 
| able pra Frels in the journey of life: and 
| 8 M 4 . 
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4 7 that i is, en he is reſorting to the place \ 
of publick worſhip, in order to receive 1 
1 directions for his future courſe. Obferve, 9 
I beſeech you, the ſacred confidence with 
which he inſiſts upon this notion; * One 
« thing have I deſired of the Lokp, Which 
25 (fays he) Iwill require, eyen that T may 
« dwell in the houſe of the Lok p, and 
« viſit his temple,” The text is nothing | 
. 6 more than a repreſentation of himſelf in 
* the act of reals ng this holy deſire: % my 
1 « foot ſtandeth right; 1 will —or ſhall now . 
—praiſe the Lok p in the con gregations. ” 
And can the ſoul of man be convinced of 
any truth what ever upon more certain 
evidence than the holy Pfalmiſt, that he 
mW | - was right—abſolutely richt —right as far | 
iS - as any. notices of our rational nature are 
_—* W depended on, the univerſal conſent 
* on of mankind, the laws of every civiliſed 
1 country upon. the face of the carth, and, 
above all, the moſt ſolemn and herated 
= commands of the Moſt High Gop him- 
= Fel det he was perfect, alu rin | 


e Duty of publick Warſhip. 


when his footſteps conducted him to the 

place of -publick worſhip e on | the tated \ 
ſeaſons of devotion? 

I ſpeak as unto wiſe men; judge ye 

15 7 what 1 V I —favour i it t with Jour un- 
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SE RM. 
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jf but Noch deference to the adyice 28 So- | 


lomon, who tells us that the wiſdom of 
** the prudent i is to underſtand his way.” 0 
ow, to enable ourſelves to make up Our 
minds with equal certainty « on the ſubject 
| before us, we. muſt examine the principles 
on which the Pſalmiſt formed his deciſion; 


and while we e acknowledge him to be right, 


+ Py 0 * 


wulf and inexcuſablyv wrong muſt that 
man be, who has ſuffered himſelf to decline 
into habitual irreli gion, and the irrational, 

degrading enormities of continual Gbbath- 
breakin een, that of the philoſo- 
pher, * there is a way which We remeth right 
** untoa man, but the end thereof are | the 
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* Fin. as certainly and demonſtrably as 


(5D 


The Duty of publick Worſhip. 


the vice of ingratitude—that blackeſt cha- 
racter of hell—muſt be wrong to every 


emotion of the contrary virtue muſt ſhed 


 ſtandeth right * becauſe he Was then 
going fo forth on Purpoſe | to praiſe the Loxp 2 
in the congregations ; 5 that i is, to make „ 
publick, acknowledgement 0 the Diving 
| Goodneſs to him: as he has more fully 7 


a glory on human nature, and, while it m- 


proyes: recommend i it to the object of our 
adoration. | Nor it was the diſcharge of 


the Plalmiſt had i in contem plation : whey 
he ſo decidedly declares, PS A my foot 


expreſſed himſelf in the 66th plalm—* O! 


« 6 come hither and hearken, all ye that 


« fear Go... and 1 will tell. vou what he 


* hath done for my foul.” And in the 


16th, « I will offer the ſacrifice of 
« thankſgiving, and will pay my vows 


CE unto the Lokp, now in the preſence of 
« all his people, in the courts of the 


5 * Lonp's houſe,” And again, in the 
118th, 


ry, duty, in particular, which 


8 
"> 


cc 
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The Duty of publick Worſpip. 
118th, * open me the gates of rightcouſ- 


„ neſs, that I may. go into them, and give — 
44 * thanks unto the Loxp,” | 


Alan reaſon, which —— in his 


ſoul the conviction that he was 71947, when 
he reſorted to the place of publick wor- 
ſhip, was his knowledge that Gop had been 


pleaſed | to declare, he would there, with 


more peculiar favour, hear and receive the 


prayers and ſupplications of his people, 


and give them the moſt endearing tokens 
ied his parental love,” 


It has, indeed, been aſked, why we may 
not as acceptably worſhip Gop in our own 


 houſesasin his 5 a queſtion which, ſhort as 


it is, involves a whole legion of abſurdi. 


ties; it either ſuppoſes that the diſcharge 
of one duty may be a diſpenſation from 
another, and ſo is as foolith as it is pro- 
| phane; or ele, that felj=love is as generous 


and amiable a principle as diſinterefted cha- 


rity and uniyerſal benevolence, Private 


more. is an ol are beneficial to our- 


ſelves 
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The bah of publick W. 6%. 


ſelves only. Publick prayer is a ſobl-en- 
— nobling facrifice of glory, gratitude, and 
praiſe; the more acceptable to the ineffa- 
bly good and merciful Father of all, as 
it has a tendency to improve the reſt of his 
children, and reclaim them to the paths 


of genuine wiſdom, . virtue, and ha . 
nels. pry it be good to pray for our bre⸗ 


eee, 


pray with, us, And never 8 the facred 
fire of deyotion. blaze. forth ſo inter 0¹ 
the altar of the human heart, or attain to 
ſuch heights of abi action from the v | 
as when it is fanned by the breath of ſym⸗ | 
pathy and communion. Every, day's, ex- 
perience muſt convince us, that there is 
ſomething. attraftiye and aſſimilating in 
goed, as well as evil example. And when, 
like the Royal Prophet, perſons of exalted 
rank in ſociety are regular in their. atten- 
dance on the publick ordinances of reli- 
gion; they will not only have the imme - 
diate ſatisfaction - the greateſt ſatisfaction 
the ſoul of of benevolence 3 is capable of feel- 


ing 
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"oy ing to conduct others to their Ants: and SERM 
| | their happineſs; in one word, to eſta- — 
bum a reverence for what is right, as far 
6 as the influence of example can do it; but 
. they will entitle themſelves to a participa- 
tion of that glory, which is reſerved for 
the venerable reformers of ſociety : ** they 
that be wiſe (gays the prophet) and turn 
- many. to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the 
« brightneſs of the firmament, and as the 
10 ſtars for ever and ever!” - 
_ And how muſt the habitual abſenter from 
publick worſhip ſtand condemned by the 
ſuffrage of his own conſcience, when he 
hears that the very heathens themſelves, 
while their united wiſdom confirms the 
rectitude of the Pſalmiſt's notions, are una- 
nimous in their proteſt againſt the prin- 
ciples and practices of ſuch a one as him- 
ſelf. 
| When it was Sm of e 
6 the Spartan Legiſlator, why, i in his laws 
for the regulation of external religion, he 
| enjoined oblations of fo little price? His 
anſwer 


. 
3 
V7 4 


And the celebrated Plato, having laid the 
foundation of all law in the belief of the 


The Duty of publick Worſhip. 

. anſwer was; 3 ** that no man living might 

* have an excuſe for failing to pay his 
& publick acknowledgements tothe Gods.” 


exiſtence of a Gop, as the moſt univerſal 


principle, ſupports it by an appeal to indif- 


putable matter of fa tha ene E aſd 


to the Weſt, or throughout the extent of 


the earth, all men, barbarians as well as 
Greeks, are ſeen and heard proſtrating 
themſelves Banken. and as: ons an 


Deity. 
When Socrates was asbl of not ſerv=. 


ing thoſe Gods who were worſhipped by 
his fellow citizens; he does not ſeek to 
Juſtify himſelf by alledging any private de- 


votious, in his own houſe, but proves the 


charge to be falſe, by ſhowing that he re- 


gularly facrificed on the publick altars, 


on the appointed feſtivals. It is a me- 
morable ſaying of Seneca, that before we 


admit any one to be entitled to the cha- 


The Duty of publick Worſbip. 


rence for the Supreme Being. 


'So Tfecrates,' the Grecian baten ; 
it as an indiſpenſable rule of decency to wor- 
ſhip the Deity, as at other times, ſo eſpe- 
cially with our fellow-citizens. ** Thus 
*(fays he) you will be ſeen diſcharging 


*« two neceſfary duties at once, facrificing 
* to the Gods, and obeying the laws of 


1% your country: -an idea ſanctioned by 
the higheſt and moſt venerable authority; 


« Let your /ght (fays the adorable Saviour 
of the world let your regard for the ſa- 
cred intereſts of religion) ** fo ſhine be- 
© fore men, they may ſee your good 
* works,” and be induced by your exam- 
ple, © to glorify your Father iche is in 


i yy heaven.” 


It is to be lamen ted, that as the world 
is at preſent conſtituted, there is hardly 


175 
hat evidence he has given of his: reve- n 


— * bd ares 
1 ef 


any other unexceptionable method left of 


recommending religion, than our own 


perſonal practice of it. To make it the 
* of our converſation has been voted 
1 | * 
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The Duty of publick Worſhip: | 


sg unpolite; | athuſiaſtick;! perhaps hypoerl- 
— tical. And Faſbion is a tyrant, whoſe vo- 


taries are as ſtrong in numbers as they are 


weak in judgement: and yet the demands 


of duty in this caſe are evident and i irre- 


ile. pnohis 
For, conſider with tne, 1 1 your 


why were infinite wiſdom, goodneſs, and 
power ſo illuſtriouſly difplayed in the cre-" 


ation of the univerſe, and that aweful ap- 
peal to reaſon inſcribed on every atom of 
his works“ Hallelujah, for the LoxD 
© Gop Omnipotent reigneth! but that 
he himfelf being viſible in them, might 
be univerſally acknowledged and glori- 

fied ? Let every man, therefore, who is 

in his cool, ſober ſenſes, determine for 
himſelf, whether an habitual neglect of the 
publick ordinanees of the church be not 


emphatieally wroug—wrong with refpect 


to his fellow-eitizens, as well as himſelf; 
whoſe moſt ſacred principles of conduct 
are in perpetual danger of being eser 


55 bis peſtilent nn. 


0 og 5 | But 


The Duty of publick We vr bid. 
But if ſuch characters ſhould be ſoups 


; poſed to be out of the reach of arguments 


reſulting from any generous and ſocial prin= 
ciples of conduct, let them endeayour to 
work on their own fears and ſelf-love, by 
aſking themſelves, while the poſſibility of 
reformation is yet in their power, how they 

| hall ever be able to anſwer to Gop and 
| their own ſouls, for wilfully neglecting 
al the bleſſed opportunities of laying. up 


in tore for themſelves a competent ſtock 


of thoſe f piritual riches, without which 


we muſt be poor and blind and miſerable 


and naked to all eternity. 


* 
SERM. 
XXI. 


— 


It is the expreſs command of the Moſt 


| Hi gh Gop, that we ſhould hallow his 
Abbach, and reverence his ſanctuary; and 
of his bleſſed only-begotten Son, who died 
| upon the Croſs for us men and for our 
ſalvation —even of him whom we have 
bound our ſouls, at our baptiſmal cove- 

nant, to obey, < not to forſake the aſſem- 
125 bling of ourſelyes together, as the man- 
« ner of ſome is. And the laws of almoſt 
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The Duty of publick Worſhip. 


SERM. every country, where chriſtianity has ob- 


th 


—— tained : a regular eſtabliſhment, have, by * 
variety of pains and penalties, enjoined the 


8 conſulting not only the good or- 
der and peace of ſociety, but the dignity 
of human nature itſelf. Hence it is that 
the higheſt ſpiritual puniſhment, which 


they can inflict on the incorrigible repro- 
bate is to exclude him from the publick 


13 343 + + * 


ordinances of the church. 


15 ths 


Now, if any one ſhall be found among 
us, Who, from attachment to the ſordid 
Intereſts and pleaſures of the world, or 


& + „„ 


tual. objedts, . en, neglects chen 


- what character muſt he expect to fix on 


himſelf Either that of a perjured enemy 


to his country, his Gop, and his. Re. 
deemer, or elſe of -one fo abjectly low i in 


the claſs of intellectuals, as to be fatisfied 
with being ranked with the poor horrible 


: tribe of Materialiſts and e Atheiſt 8. Luo 


For could we ſuppoſe a perſon ſo deplo- 
rably wrong int the 1 of his ambition. 
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* to wiſh to convince his neighbours that 8 ER M. 
he was ignorant and impious enough for ws 
5 \ downright Atbeiſin; it is, perhaps, im- 
poſſible to conceive how he could do it 
with more ſucceſs than by obſtinately re- 
fuſing to join in the publick worſhip of 
Alnighy! Goo. © 
This, at leaſt, we may wits confidence 
7 that it is incumbent on every vir- 
tuous citizen, who has either the happineſs 
1 ſociety, the reputation of his country, 
or the Divine glory at heart, to regard all 
ſuch felf-excommunicated perſons with 
the ſame indifference and contempt as 
they do the rational ordinances of publick 
religion remembering who it is hath ſaid, 
5 them that honour me I will honour, and 
* mot e me ſhall ds, * 
ec eſteem 
Neither _ the . in revelation 
dk himſelf unconcerned in the preſent 
argument; ſince it is admitted as an in- 
conteſtible principle of the Laws of Na- 
N2- ture, 
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ture, that © every man who is capable of | 
a due exerciſe of his reaſon, muſt think 


« it his duty, and will find it his pleaſure; 
« to confirm himſelf in ſentiments of 
« piety, and to excite them in others. 
From this pleaſure (ſays the Philoſo- 
«« pher) enwove into the original texture 
* of the human ſoul, is derived external 
* worſhip, as well publick as private. 
« For whether we confider -this worſhip 
« as the chief and almoſt only means of 
ce exciting, cheriſhing, and perfecting in 
* the heart ſentiments of religion, or whe- 
ther we regard it as an homage which 
* men, as members of ſociety, cannot 
< otherwiſe expreſs, or whether we take 


* both theſe views of it in conjunction, 


* reaſon evidently makes. it a duty of in- 


d diſpenſable neceſſity.” And another 


writer, of the higheſt celebrity, on the 
natural duties of man conſidered as à cĩ- 
tizen, has demonſtrated by arguments ſu- 
_ to all n that it is a part 

cc of 


. 


; 


The Duty of publick Worſhip. 
of natural religion to worſhip the Deity, 


te not only in private, but likewiſe openly 
« and publickly; for publick worſhip (ſays 
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— 


* he). both teſtifies our own duty, and ex- 


* cites that of others. 
Can there now be a ſingle doubt — by 
in the boſom of any one among us, but 


1 that the author of my text ſpoke the lan- 


guage of ee and one of the clear- 


eſt deductions: from accurate reaſoning, as 


well as manly piety, when he ſaid, ** my. 


, foot ſtandeth right; I will praiſe Gop 
60 in the congregations.” If not, his 
principles are equally obligatory on every 
other perſon, who is partaker of the ſame 
nature. Whoever ſets up for an exemp- 
tion from the laws of reaſon and moral 
rectitude, abandons himſelſ to the liberty, 
not of a man, but of a brute beaſt. If 


we ate ſhocked at ſo vile a degradation, 


what remains but that we avoid it by avail- 
ing ourſelves - of the ſu perior privileges 
An our nature and condition. 
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. ; let us who enjoy the fulneſs of 
divine revelation - who are ſo thoroughly 
inſtructed in the nature of that ſervice 
which the Deity himſelf hath been pleaſed 
to declare moſt acceptable to him—who 


partake of ſuch communications of his 


mercy and love as are beyond even the 
conception of the Pſalmiſt let us feel 
and admit ourſelves obliged to equal him, 
at leaſt in expreſſions of 3 and ra- 


tional devotion. | 0 


Under the Goſpel, h tivly motive 


preſſes upon our ſouls to inſpire us with an 
ardor congenial with bis, when he fo pa- 


thetically exclaimed; © how amiable are 


„thy dwellings, O Lonxp of Hoſts! my 
+ foul hath a deſire and longing —yeaeven _ 
*« fainteth—to enter into the courts of the 

„ Lox o- the place where Gop' 8 honour 


«Jngllcth” 5 7 0 3 Do * of 
-Rewembering that if we are fincerely 


ſolicitous . to © approve ourſelves worthy 
members of the church of Carer mili- 


tant 


Ti be Duty of publick Worſhip. 183 
tant here on earth; we ſhall hereafter be SERM. 
admitted unto the city of the Living — 
© Gop, and to an innumerable company 
of Angels; even to the general Aſſem- 

<« bly and church of the firſt-born, which 
« are written in heaven, and to the ſpi- 
« rits of juſt men made perfect: - now 
more worthily rendering ſeraphick glory 
to him, in the manſions of eternity. 


Now to God the Father, Sc. 
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| Whit e gouli e Ae: if we pray unto 


1 
Job, xi. latter part of 1 ch. 


Tas nothing elſe than the utter ſub- 


verſion of all religion —natural as 
2 as revealed—is the, ultimate aim of h 


ſcepticiſm and infidelity,” "muſt be evident 
to thoſe who recolledt \ 
induſtry the doctrine o 


another diſcourſe; and, at preſent attend 


to that loudeſt call of duty to ſhow you 


one of the unſpeakably dreadful conſe- 
quences. of ever ſuffering ourſelves to be 


* 


ith what malicious 
ticular Pro- 
vidence has been reviled, id at, and ri- 
. diculed by. its moſt celebrated advocates. ; 
1 ſhall reſerve the refutation of their ob- 
jections on this topick, for the ſubject of 


— 


. 
- * * 5 fa 4 * 1 % 
ww — e 
7 
* , 
7 
, L 
* = * nk Hd n * 
— — —- — me ee RR 
n 2 5 8 42 r 
he Ki ; _ 2 x ih pred 6 £07 
* 1 ; * 20 1 £ 03S FRIED þ a 9 
? 7 : oe Ns NS $2 NT "KV 1 
e 65 * 2 * ** 
4 ; : Qi n 


— 
WI 


| 1 


— 


$ 1 „„ — 
— — — p Vr 1 4 
7 
Y 


r 


* * 
* * 
. * b 
: N 
* „ * 

n — a eg”. — nr 2 –f⁶ü⁊Qk(ĩæ⸗ ert_s Dae 2 
ws 2 £ * 4 X 

. * . a q 

* 
5 k ap hk 
"_ * 0 1 «qo 
J — 


f 3 : a f k 2 , 
* 1 4 L 8 — n F 4 > 
I 2 1 _— ah ”. - & 1 »\ * 4 P »%& Pu, „ by 2 — * =. 4 
L : . a, Eras es ' g @ . we h PRE” ET WO NE Nd #5 \ 
4 * * 9 4 Ls A b 1 3 * 8 wm 82 Y , 4 "SEE" * — > . 4 A 4 WY. IF 3 4 _ — 2 
* * = *% oo n p " 8 . 8 n 1 e „ 2 n r ww, a 4 a 
SANS. a : n . — 10 BEN - . "4 . P e SES 3 * ccc Nn FP * 
«a, 1 4 : . OY 2 : 1 5 pgs ; . 5 RN * . A 8 8 uy ET 
—— 9 >: 4 E 8 * 2 : 1 5. ne 5 * bi , » 1 CER - 75 2:20, 4 IS od G4 ? ot LG tad. \ g q 
. , : ee COIs e WI ** F We: * 8 po RR 
_ be * 25 ws 4 wy _ — 7 4 , yy * 1 1 9 — 5 * 
0 * 0 .- - — 2 3 " XK 4 83 "6a *. . 4 
© - — 4” — * 
ui * "#7 2 Yu» © x \ E 
3 Ps K n 1 OR —_ v 2 1 of 
= - - 


5. hg 
5 


— — 
* rr 
** 2 5 * r ak * 
1 —X 2 5 een 
" 2 8 A * — = 


— * 


— 3 


"Es, 
a: Ld 


Ny 
TORE * > 
OE ER IS es 
"ow So» 


— — Os 1 


[= * * 
2 4 4 8 by 4 : 
. F 
—— — — In oy + * 
f — 4 
7 * 


1 88 


S ERM. 
XXII. 
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Ohjetions to Prayer r refuted. 


—— N „ ome . r 


perſuaded to admit a ſingle doubt of this 
moſt intereſting doctrine; — the neceſſary 
baſis and ſupport of all religion. For if 
the concerns of individuals are unworthy 
the attention of their creator; what be- 
comes of the great and univerſal duty of 
grauer? All our addreſſes. to en 
are ſu perſeded at one ſtroke. _ 

Fhat the advocates for infidelity were 


— —— 5 


ane that this conſequence would fol- 
15 from their degradin g and uncomfortl. | 
ble ſcheme,” muſt appear from their rea- 


dinefs, upon all occaſions, > to Arengehen | 
and enforce it. 
% The Alwighty (fay they) a8, by is 
* infinite wiſdom, he knoweth every want 
« f man, without our information, ſo, 

«by his eſſential goodneſs, muſt be dif poſed” 


«to relieve it, without our importunity ; 


or, if he be not, it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that our treaties will ever rave ped uy 
«© Alteration in his all- perfect mind. 

What profit then” they demand, wit 
. wag and” Wipicty,” in the language 


Ohjeltionra' Proyer refuted. 
of the poor heathen in my text « what 


_ © profit ſhall we brane if we 9 unto 
cr 
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This queſtion; which Gery wiſe man 


muſt deſpiſe, and every ſerious- man de- 

teſt at the firſt ſound, may be thought to 
require a new anſwer at the preſent day, 
when ſpiritual ignorance and irreligion are, 


perhaps, as predominant among us, as in 
that of the afflicted Job. 


For if, by. ſuch perverſe agnings, 3 


| pe of publick and private prayer 


5 ſhould once be thought unneceſſary; the 
infidel has nothing to do but to ſit down 


and contemplate his triumphs; , having 


performed all that his great maſter could 
require at his hands - and baniſhed from 
the world every thing that deſerves the 
name of religion. 

It ſhall be my endeavour, therefore, in 


my following diſcourſe to give one more 


anſwer to this queſtion: and if I may be 


& happy as to engage your attention, I 
truſt it will be thought a Plain and ſatis- 


2 | 
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and indiſpenſably neceſſary i in SIT: 


Objeions to FP On refuted: 


factory one fully vindicating our conti- 
nual exerciſe of prayer to Almighty Gop; 
demonſtrating it to be as high an evidence 


of wiſdom as it is of faith; and abſolutely 


and condition & if 8 73 135 


2 pretends to the name 47 me- 


rit, or ſets up a title to reward, muſt be 
- _- Simething really and independently good; 


- but as every tendency and diſpoſition in 
our nature towards that muſt be referred 


to the great Author of our being, there- 
fore all the advantages we enjoy, or are 


* 1 2 „ D * 
" = * » K* 
__— KK r 4 


a 4 i 


_ of, muſt proceed from the mere 


and favour of Go ; and conſe. 
Do can be expected only on his own 


* 


terms and conditions. Now, theſe we 
are taught, both in the book of nature and 


revelation, are that we apply for them by 
frequent and fervent prayer. So that the 


infidel arguments, drawn from the wil 


dom, power, and goodneſs of Gop, 


whereby he is conſtantly able and willing 


to 


ts 


3B 


| Objedtions, to | Prayer refuted.” 


to relieve us, are evidently ning e the 
Fame, * e 


13 


That Gop may, 3 n why 
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confer. very valuable. favours on ſuch as : 


never direct a petition. to him, they can, 
perhaps, demonſtrate from their on per- 


Proof that therefore prayer 1 e 
than their being ſuffered to exiſt is an evi- 


dence of the divine n een of their 


conduct. 


But 1995 FI HO? all Goodneſs | 


ace the opinion of every capable and 


impartial examiner, been pleaſed to make 


a» revelation of his own will and councils; 


ſolemnly conſtituting prayer the inſtrument 


or condition of bleſſings; therefore every 5 


ſuch perſon will no more expect the Di- 
vine favour, without petitioning for it, 
than any temporal end, e ian its 
natural means. 


That this is abe true ſtate of the 8 


vir 1 thoſe n ende in ſcrip- 5 


2 ture, 
IS. q * : 

*-& 11 3 — WM #F 4 n 

» 


Ohe, to Prin 
türe r y wdr ce 5 60 continve 


inflant in as merle to os "7 wew 


And this duty, 9 
has been univerſally taught by the com- 
mon voice: of nature; ſo that there is not 


a nation or eountry upon the face of the 


„ however barbatous and uninſtructed, 


hn: have not a Faithful recourſe 2 


in all baſes of difficulty and diſtreſsß. 
The expediency of prayer then remain 


ing entirely unimpeached by ſuch objec- 
to preſent You with a 


tions; 1 


—— of its advantages. What 


profit ſhall we have from the Almighty, 
<< if we pray unto him?” Much every 


way: as muſt immediately appear, to our 
unſpeakable comfort and ſatisfaction, from 
an examination of the very nature and ten 


of the duty itſelf, by the eternal and 


inn 


unalterable conſtitution of things. 

As thoſe who converſe much in the 
palaces of kings, inſenſibly acquire à pe- 
duliar as of conduct, and carefully 
| watch 
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1 Proyer: 1 
watch over the words of their mouth; ſo 5 = 
the accuſtoming of ourſelves frequently to 
appear in prayer before the King of Kings, | 


8 . 
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. with the Moſt High G 
we are gonverſing, has an evident tendency = 


fear as. are re highly. ſubſervient een 7 
ral improvement. It is impoſſible that 
any ſetious man fhould regard himſelf in | 
the capacity of a ereature addrefling = 
ſelf ta his Creator the author and pre 
that High and Lofty, One who inha- 
5 „ eee miſerable finner - 
of infinite Holineſs, Power, 


% 


- 


* 


Rice, and Truth. without learning the . 
profoundeſt 


ard-proteation. Nays: « by ww 
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ſubmit ourſelves to the 
Him, to whom all hearts are open, al! 
ED e defires known, and from whom no ſe- | 
; © erets are, or poſſibly can be, hid.” Ves! | 5 3 
mon whoa to "WP nen that che or on 
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* * A 3 72 * : 5 ! 7 2. 

4 — „ — * ® 38 „ 44K 3 


5 . wy; oa Aid 3-0 
LS Tie unto all men, and thoroughly to root 

out of our boſoms every ſpecies of cruel 

and oppreſſion—to f 

ite to gratify our malice and private re- 

x venge. As our own reaſon, from conſi- 

dering even the eſſential gooaneſs- 

. Gov, i muſt immediately acknowledge the 

who introduces him to whom our | 
; C addreſſed, ſo ſolemnly declaring, 
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0: when ye make many prayers, I will * 3 
ear you, ee ee full of blood.” 
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n ye 1 boah your- PEP I ITY 


will | hide. mine eyes from you; Jea, 


Furie, p 
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hey very di Jen in our 
to hate one another; and ſupply its place 
by the amiable graces. of univerſal cha- 
rity. benevolence, and love. For we al- 
ways make it the condition of our own 
forgiveneſs from Gop, that we ourſelves 
forgive others: in all our ſupplications we 
_ defire no more than to be treated by this 
If, therefore, we 
addreſs ourſelves to prayer, while we are 
inexorable to one of our fellow-creatures, 
who has, any ways offended us, or before 
we have formally ſealed his pardon i in our 
hearts; Good Gop ! what are we doing? 


kind of. retaliation. 


we are entreating for vengeance inſtead of 


* nature, . 


* 
12 
* 
1 
a 
* 
1 4 
5 


2 for judgement inſtead of forgive- 


02 
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As, we value, therefore, our own 


perſonal 
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* Piſthyy; this holy exerciſe does tacitly 5 
ER © p30& oblige : U to be 3 and charita- 5 5 


—_ 1854 Ba 2 2 ws ity with ourſelves r 
d his darchildrai—the objetts of his ge. 
=_ - - eral an particular Providence. of His 
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pPearenal tenderneſs and love — can reafon: 


£ 


« 


= 3 : ably expect chat the common Father of al 13 
—_ ſhould: 2 receive my pra | 
5 „ 8 inately deaf to the 1 
A tions 5 my brother ? No it 0 
2 EE | table that wholo ſtop 5ppet "hi The 1 

=. 1 crying of the beer he de hall try Him- 8 


* 


. + 


| 
* 


4 a 2 a N 7 — 5 a N 
r 3 * N * 8 8 1 S * A PR h c b ; N | 1 
n * 1 2 * , * 1 N Ces dh ** * 7 3 88 * 1 
BG l a 4 2 W 


4.5 Ry 6 


. 


3 5 ſhoued no merey to a man, 


8 © ** myſelf, and do I preſume to aſk a bounty - 


he nen. n imm un 
eee eee e,, 


44 


© ctectevident tendency to extirpate thoſe un- 
| f 
r age. 


nen en n we 
ge 2 prayer 


| to uncreated "Excellence by the name of . 
8 Father,” without / 


obedience, which reſult” Mm -» 

relation? Can he fincerely pray that his 8 
name may be "hallowed, and his will ne Pp 

en earth ar it ir in heaven, and not confeſs | 1 
indiſpenſably obliged to do the i  *t 

| utmoſt in his power to advance the divine © 
5 glory. to reſcue his venerable name from 8 
and render it the object of univerſal reve- . 

| rence?—without teaching himſelf ang 4 
Others to abſtain from all that may have 5 
tte remoteſt tendency to diſpleaſe; 'and) Nl . | 
Aue the ſaints and angels in heaven, placing 


ais own happineſs, where even philoſop 
has always placed it —in accompliſhing „ 
e uy pleaſure of Gov? 7% „ 
When we-aſk for ca daily bread, -we Be: 
- cannot but feel our entire dependence on the + de, 
Sovereign Loxp of the univerſe, through. | - 

out every article of our exiſtence - wwe 
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105 not to cæver, much leſs to obtain A. 85 
by fraud and force, that bread which is woe, | 
another's. In praying Gop to forgive us 
aur treſpaſſes, we oblige ourſelves as it 
were under the tremendous penalty of a 
_ curſe, to forgive all thoſe who have treſ. 
paſſed againſt un. In beſeeching him not _ 
do lead or ſuffer us to be led, into tempta= - Ws "Mp 
tion, we are taught to regard every ſpecies es 
of immorality with horror, and.averſion, n. 
7 een diſgrace to, and moſt dan- „ 
= s enemy of, our nature. 1 2 _ = 
Ck ds: evident, therefore, to a ven . 5 
x ſtration, from the imperfect catalogue of x OY | 
e advantages of prayer, which I have — 
e before you, that it is, in its ve OY _— oo 
nature, and by the eternal conſtitution f ä 
þ un one of the moſt powerful incite= | ' Þ} 
ments to virtue that can poſſibly be deviſedd 1 
cCeonſiſtent with human free- agency. See 1 
chat, if all other effects be denied, the 1 
rational uſe of it is inconteſtably attended e 
32 this: 1g us better and more . e Y 
1 ; | 04 a and 
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EC | 3 horribly wicked. l lib Maid $83: 3s | 

is the — ng 
eee 8 
. ſoeial virtue: and, therefore, all the argu- we 
—_ -. - | mes that ove have ban, or ever will be 
3 led againſt it, enn only/ prove theſe twa 858 
1 things—the grande of thoſe, who in- . 
ent thenh,! Hine liar moſt *charitable 


| | | bs 
1 dem a rte to 1 
—_— belle waeretures in general. 70 e none N | 
6 Andi if ighorarice and A 
2 LS» qualifications" for a perſon to. aſſume the 1 
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ies of ipſtruGing the world, we muſt If 


Aulos che right of infidels to publiſh, both Conn 
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mine che faith, hope, and peace of man- 


* - 8 oY 
kind. BP ©: 


Divine: 


Co, 


of. 
be Sgt 


to our improvement in moral and ſocial 

„ ee s earneſt a ſolicitude to ſupply us 
with ſuitable /di/pofitions, as with proper 

| language, nd nnn, 
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church of England be regarded in chis 
| —teaching us to become fit objects of the 
as well as to petition for 
it. —its ſuperiority over every other manual 
devotion will be univerſally evident. 
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TM 


Jy” 


of Seaatiſts, and -Diflenters, | 
more nor leſs than to doubt whether nts 
fingle private perſon be not, at once, with- 
out conſideration, as capable of giving 


of whom are, at leaſt, of equal abilities 


with himſelf, and who, having firſt made 
it the particular ſtudy of their lives to 
ſolemnly and deliberately endeavour, by a 
Joint exertion of all their en to . 50 


ply the propereſt remedies. 
In theſe latter times «fi Chritianity, 


hw the miraculous powers of the Holy 


Ghoſt are withdrawn, we dare not af- 
firm that any prayer as to the mode of 
it—is. given by inſpiration of Gop; but 
that every publick prayer ought to be pro- 


fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 


rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, or 
morality — that men may read their duty 


in their devotions, has, I truſt, been ſa- 


tisfactorily proved. And if in the mul 


ent of counſellors— that i is, in a great 5 


number 


2 Prayer Py . 203 


* 


number of perſons, properly qualified to 8 RM M. 
_ adviſe and inſtruct there be /afety; or Cow 


5 only leſs danger of error than in the un- 


premeditated dictates of a private perſon, 
as we admit in every other occurrence of | 
life; how then any modeſt reaſonable man 
| ſhould heſitate a moment whether the 
eſtabliſhed liturgy of the church, or the 
|  extemporaneous effuſions of the meeting- 

| houſe, has the better right to his attention; 
is / altogether unaccountable. Univerſal 
1 e will atteſt, that ſhould ſuch a 
queſtion be propoſed in any other caſe, 
where the prejudices of education have 
not utterly diſabled the judgement; it 
would be ee an ame to common 
ſenſe. 

| Thoſe: who: in ſorne tees ey: over 

ſociety, who are concerned in its regula- 
tions; whoſe exalted ſtations give them 
frequent opportunities of ſurveying the 
general conduct; are evidently the pro- 
ow perſons to determine what n/irutiom 
| ey, as well for preſerving the 
general 


** 
* 
„ 2 
Y C — 


22 to. 1 refuted. 


* R E RM. general peace, as the virtue of nn 


— And as prayer has been ſheyn to be one of 


Jy the maſt efficacious. modes * Gena 
I ie therefore, demo 


prayer may be ſometimes injurious,” 54 
quently impertinent, and always of un- 
certain direction, when truſted to the ex- 


But as nothing of this is any ways ap- 
plicable to our own national liturgy, which 
n already ſtood the teſt and examination 


of ages; the anſwer. which every mem- 


ber of the eſtabliſhed church may con- 


fidently give to the infidel queſtion 
hat profit ſhall we have from prayer? 
is this: that upon the mere footing of na- 


tural reaſon, it has an evident neceſſ⸗ 


tendency to make us more victuous and ; 


better men in every relation and office of 


life; and, conſequently, .-to render us 


fitter objects of the er een aa 
Yes 5:2 


Ojjetin ts Prop ne 


And Rom Wii conſideration, we may . 


not only abundantly vindicate the honour 


of the facred ſcriptures,” which enſoin 6 
holy an exercifs 0 entirely ſuitable to p 
the moral and rational nature of f man—b 
pPerceive inftrite redn to admit" che belief 


» + 


of all thoſe \miractes.F" its e 
Iemilly recorded in them. a "They 4 are 0 


other than arguments from certain fact ; 


N and — 2 of the 7 55 of the, A poſtle”: $ 


«© 4SSs 


2 all arguments ES: it, oa ded 
on the immutobili wy of the Divine Nature, 


e 


„ 


- ten doubt, that men in all ages of” the 
world have, by conſcientious, rational 


| prayer, obtained many valuable” privileges 


and favours, both of body and foul—many 
comforts and ſupports in ſickneſs, adver- 


ty, and diſtreſs.” And it is not to be 


doubted 


2085 
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206 | Objeftions, to Proyer refuted. 

Po SERM, doubted but the perſonal. experience of ſe- | 
>” © ana veral, even in the. Preſent. congregation, 

might be adduced to add new force to.this 
already irreſiſtible evidence. The reaſon- 
ings. from the unchangeableneſs of the 
Divine N ature, therefore, however con- 
fidently urged, may be. fairly. treated, in 
this inſtance, like all other priori argu- 
ments (as they are called) when oppoſed 
to certain well - atteſted matters of facts; 


as the beſt, though hopeleſs efforts of men, 15 
retained in a deſperate cauſe, who. con- „ 


tend for victory inſtead of truth. 
But what if it ſhould appear that this 


very attribute of immutability introduced FO 
to teſtify againſt us, ſhould, after all, give 1 
evidence in favour of the devout re- | 5 
ligioniſt, then muſt our opponents be re- | 
garded not merely as fallibie, but falla- = | 
cious reaſoners—entitled at once to .pur | | 
pity and abhorrence. TY 1 
3 univerſal infinite importance. of | xo 
he ſubje mult be my apology, for going 
a little out of the common road to meet . 

_ their : 


* hh * ; " 
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their objections, and fix this great aka SERM. 


of the ſoul. of man in the eternal baſe of 
reaſon and truth. 


XXII. 


We readily 3 and mints. f 


that. Gop knoweth every want of his 


creatures. without our information—that 
he is diſpoſed to relieve them (without 
being wearied into compaſſion by our im- 
portunity) if it be ſuitable to the har- 
mony of the Divine Attributes :—that 
otherwiſe his counſels are immutable. Yet 


as it has been proved that our rational 


prayers. have a moral influence and effect 


upon ourſelves, they have a natural ten- 
dency to render us proper objects of the 


Divine favour, which otherwiſe, perhaps, 


we might never have been. We do not, 


therefore, in theſe caſes, preſume to pe- 
tition Gop to change his mind (as hath 
been maliciouſly inſinuated) but we pray 


that. we. may attain thoſe qualifications, | 


which, according to his immutable pur- 
. poſe, are the indiſpenſable conditions of 
his favour. When, therefore, we thus 


oy | obtain 


Objeftions 70 Prayer refuted. 


SE RM, obtain bleffings whi whick'we did not enjoy 
==, before, the fingle queſtion - is—where is 
the change or alteration ? * Every man of 


common ſenſe muſt immediately anſwer, 
not in Gov, but in ourſelves. His de- 
Ggn was always one and the fatne—to're= 
ceive, to hear, and aſfiſt ſuch as come to 


| him with ſincerity of heart, with humble 


confeſſion. of mouth, and witk ſuĩtable 


holineſs of life. Well then theſe are 


the terms on Which his favours are to be 
beſtowed. And when we Have fulfilled 
them, when the deſite of obedience” has 


| led us to devotion, and devotion Has ex- 
cited us to, and confirmed us in virtue 1 


then may we (through the merits of 2 


crucified Redeemer) - come boldly' 'unto 


the throne of Grace, and' upon every 
principle of reaſon, expect to find grace : 
to help in time of need. Gon, you ſee, is 
{till the ſame; but we ourſelves are now 
become different perſons ; and by Yevotion 
and reformation are conyertedinto objects 
of his favour. | 


The 


Objections to Prayer * 


The Divine goodneſs and wiſdom did, 
from all eternity, propoſe the acceptance 


an inſtrument moſt happily adapted to 
form in tliem ſuch a temper as ſhould make 
them meet to be partakers of the love of 
an all- perfect Being. And whenever ſuch 
perſons are bleſſed with advantages, of 
which they were before deſtitute, the Di- 
vine purpoſe—lſo far from being altered— 
ie, on the contrary, evidently confirmed, 
perfected, and com pleted. 


Indeed, if tlie liturgy of our lt 


like that of the Romaniſts, were abſurdly 


compoſed in a language not underſtood by 


the people ; fo that our duty was not le- 
gible in our devotions ; it might ſtill re- 
main a doubt whether prayer had in itſelf 
any conſiderable influence in rendeting us 


fit objects of the Divine fayour. But as 


this is not the caſe; neither are we left to 
Vo. II. * 15 the 
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— | 
of returning ſinners, who ſhould apply : 


for mercy in the method of true prayer, 
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Objecfions to Prayer refuted. 


the incom petent admonition of extem- 


3 poraneous addreſſes; every member of our 


own church is demonſtrably obliged—as | 


he would not be thought ſtupidly blind to 


his own higheſt intereſts to be both fre- 
quent and fervent in the uſe of thoſe moſt 


excellent prayers, ſo wiſely and fo chari- 


tably provided for him. 'They are glorious 
inſtruments in his hands—if properly ap- 


plied that is, with ſincerity and under- 


ſtanding - of his immediate ſatisfaction and 
happineſs; ; the univerſal comfort in ad- 
verſity, and our deareſt privilege in pro- 


ſperity: they admit us to an holy inter- 


courſe and familiarity with Omnipotence, 
bring us to a reſemblance of the Divine 
perfections: reſtoring the genuine dignity 
of human nature: they render effectual 
all that our bleſſed Redeemer did and ſaf- 
fered for us, give us an antepaſt of hea- 


ven, even here, in the vale of affliction, 


and ſecure us an eternal reſidence in it 


hereafter. N 


My 


Objeckiont to Prayer "refuted. 
My brethren and fellow-chriſtians, if 
this be the true character of rational prayer 
and the exerciſe of it be thus bound down 
upon us by the cords of a man by reaſon; 
his own moral nature, the eternal conſti- 


| tution of things, and the revealed will of 
his Creator; what'miſt be our ſentiments 


of 'thoſe who are not aſhamed to offer the | 


moſt trifling excuſes for their continual 
neglect of it, both in publick and in pri- 
vate? or, which is almoſt as bad, ſeeking 
for edification from the prayers of ſecta- 
riſts and diſſenters, who have no prayer- 
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book for themſelves :—excuſes which 


they themſelves would think an inſult on 


common ſenſe, if attempted in any or- 
dinary engagement of life. Nay, it is 
not uncommon to find men even arto- 
gating veneration for ſuperior wiſdom and 
ſagacity, becauſe they ſeldom or never fre- 
quent the houſe of prayer; but live and 


act as if it were the criterion of a refined 


eee to regard every religious 
EL exerciſe 


* 8 Objettions fo Proyer refuted. 


8 S exerciſe as ſuperſtitious and indefenſible 

— upon che principles of reaſon and philoſo; 
phy. To expoſe the contemptible nothing- 
neſs of their ede has been the bu- 


6 4. 


now rationally convinced that " publick 
prayer, from an eſtabliſhed national 1i- 
turgy, is our moſt indiſpenſable duty, our 
moſt glorious privilege, both as men and 
as Chriſtians, I call upon you, in the name 
of Gop;. I exhort you for Ixsus 
CuRIs T's fake—I conjure you by his 
agony ; and bloody ſweat, by his croſs and 
- paſſion, and by his precious death—by 
the ſincerity of your love for your own im- 
mortal ſouls—to evidence this conviction 
by your future conſcientious attendance on 
the ſtated ſeaſons of devotion, But whe- 
ther ye will hear, or whether ye will for- 
bear, and ſtill proceed in lighting your 
religious duties whenever any worldly bu- 83 
ſineſs or pleaſure ſhall ſolicit your atten- Ss. 
tion; Gop forbid that I ſhould fin againſt 
the Lokp, in cealing to pray a you. 5 
That 
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That the eyes of your underſtand- SERM. 
ing being farther enlightened, and your 9 7 


will ſanctified by the abundant grace of 


Gop, you may be convinced of the vanity 


of this world, before you are incapable 9 
of qualifying yourſelves for a better. 4 
Nou to God the Father, Cc. 1 
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THE DUTY OF GLORIFYING GOD, 
EXPLAINED AND ENFORCED. 
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And immediately the Angel of the Lord” 
ſmote him, becauſe he gave not Gon 
the glory; and he was eaten of worms, 


and gave up the ghoſt. . 
5 Acts, XU, 23. 


E have here an inſtance of Divine 8 ERM. 
VV vengeance fo very aweful and in- 
tereſting, that I am perſuaded the examina- 
tion of it cannot fail to engage your par- 
ticular attention. The mournful fubje& 
of it was no leſs a perſon than Herod | 
Agrippa, king of Judea, grandſon of He- „ 
rod the Great; and father of that Agrippa, EE 
from. whom the prevailing eloquence of 
St. Paul extorted a confeſſion which muſt 
reflect eternal honour on the N of U 
Jesvs rt 8 x 
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b Cafe of Rand, 
The elegant ſimplicity with which the 


— ſacred writer has recorded this alarming 


incident is almoſt as remarkable as his 
ſubject. 
wy Upon a ſet diy (fays he) ae ar- 


* rayed in Royal apparel, ſet upon his 


Fe throne, and made an oration to his ſub - 
5 jets. And the people gave a ſhout— 
ti the voice of a G and not of a man! 


and immediately the angel of the Loxp 


* ſmote him, becauſe he gave not Gop 
the glory: and he was eaten of worms, 
* and gave up the ghoſt. 3 ” 

It may perhaps, ſerve to illuſtrate dhe 


text, and increaſe your faith, to hear the 


affecting cataſtrophe of this haughty 
Prince, as recorded by a contemporary 
hiſtorian. Joſephus tells us that in the 
fourth year of his reign, he went to Cæſa- 


rea to exhibit publick ſhews, in honour of 5 


Claudius Cæſar. To aſſiſt at theſe ſolem- 


nities, reſorted an incredible multitude 


not only of the common people, but of all 
that excelled in honour and dignity . 
6 l r ughout 


* GC”. ow 
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e SE throughout the whole province. Early 8 | 
g in the morning of the 2d day of theſ 
8 | ſplendid exhibitions, Herod: entered the 


theatre, apparelled in the moſt magnifi- 
cent robes a luxuriant imagination could 


5 invent entirely covered over with the 
; - pureſt filver. Theſe, glittering with the 
on | beams of. the riſing ſun, had ſo glorious 
J And ſtriking an effect on all who beheld, 
5 that ſome of his flatterers ſeized that op- 


portunity of ingratiating themſelves, by 
proclaiming him a God; and immediately 1 
proceeded ſo far in their impious defign, 
as actually to offer up vows and prayers to 
him. To this it ſeems, the King ſhewed - 
not the leaſt ſign of averfion—never fo 
muchas once rebuking them, ordiſclaiming 
their moſt horrid and blaſphemous adu- 
lation. But ina few moments, he was 
_ - awakened; from his infatuating dream of 
immortality, by an inſufferable pain, 
which inſtantly ſhot through his heart, 
and ſhewed itſelf in convulſive agonies over 
his whole body. Under this excruciating 
. | torture, 


22 The Caſe of Hd. 
8 St torture, - he languiſhed for five days, and 


w———— then miſcrably ended his life. 
- This - admirable harmony between fa- 
a writ and civil hiſtory, muſt afford a 
particular ſatisfaction to every ſerious well- 


diſpoſed Chriſtian. And it muſt, at the 


. ſame time, demonſtrate to all, the inge- 
| nuous ſpirit of the holy penmen, not to 
de induced by any temptation whatſoever, 
even to miſrepreſent, much leſs to al- 
fy thoſe occurrences which they under- 
took to record. 
This king had encouraged a violent per- 


ſecution againſt the church, had juſt 


murthered that eminent ſervant of Jesvs 
CnrIisT, James, the brother of John; 
and would have conſigned St. Peter to 
the-ſame fate, had not the Divine Provi- 
dence miraculouſly interpoſed for Bis pre- 
ſervation. When therefore, he himſelf 


. preſently afterwards: came to ſo miſerable 


| = anend, what a temptation muſt this have 
| been to enthuſiaſts and deſigning men to 
repreſent his n death as a judgement 

7 8 
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. 
” 


The Cap of Herod, 


A es im We, 50. bloody ctuelty * 
to their dear friends and companions ? 
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If integrity incorruptible, a facred de- 


votedneſs to truth and truth alone, had not 


been their regulating principle- he inva- 


riable rule of their converſation and 
writings; what powerful arguments might 
they have drawn in favour of their own 


ſtem, from this immediate interpoſition 


N of Gop himſelf? But not ſo the ſacred 
hiſtorian. He expreſsly tells us Herod 


was ſtruck with death (not to revenge the 
murder of his friend, or to ſtrike terror 
into thoſe who were enemies to the goſ- 


pel, but) becauſe he ſuffered himſelf to 


be exalted to the diſhonour of the true 
God, and impiouſly neglected ſuch an op- 


portunity of advancing the Divine glory. 


The Angel of the Loxp ſmote him, 
* (fays he) becauſe he gave not Gop the 


c glory: or, as it may be tranſlated, be- 5 


cauſe he gave not glory to Gop. 


\ Brethren, we are expreſsly taught In 


Ve were all of us not only created at firſt, 
oo | | but 
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8E RM. but afterwards! redeemed, and. bought with 

* 1 price, for this very pur 5 

in our body and in A irit, ue müht 
glorify. Goo. What puniſhmeat, then, 


both here and hereafter muſt be reſerved 
for thoſe, who profeſſing and calling them- 
{elves Chriſtians, nevertheleſt ſuffer their 


whole ſouls and affections to be abſorbed by 
the world, and who preſume to live in 
the habitual neglect or violation of it? 


Gop is no reſpecter of perſons. And 
after what you have heard in the eaſe of 


Herod, and know of the impartiality of 


divine juſtice, you will allow this to be a 
very intereſting and- important queſtion; 
worthy your moſt ſerious and attentive 
confideration.-.  _ - > 304) 


I ſhall: therefore em 0 the Wa | 


of. the time, you will be pleaſed at pre- 


ſent to indulge me, in examining before 
you in the plaineſt manner wherein this 


great and neceſſary duty conſiſts. 


But permit me firſt, earneſtly to entioic 
every one 2: of you, in particular, to alk 


« 48 4 your 
„ : 


% 
* 
3 * 


The Cafe Ul Herod. 


your own, ſouls, at every period of this 
enquiry, how far yourſelves have fulfilled 
N neglected that part of the duty, then 
offered to your conſideration. And may 


Gop aſſiſt both you and me in this, and ; 


all other wiſe and neceſſary ſclf-examina- 
tions! Indeed, whenever we ſpeak of, 


or even lift up a thought to the great au- 
thor. of our being, with hope, reverence, 


or love, we are in the actual diſcharge of 
this duty. Becauſe ſuch habits imply an 
acknowledgement of the tranſcendent ex- 
cellence of his nature and attributes that 
he is the great fountain of wiſdom, good - 
neſs, and power. It is an evidence of our 
faith! in his p. omiſes, that we believe he 
has an affection for us, and is both able 
and willing to preſerve and aſſiſt us. Nay, 


even engaged in the buſineſs of our tem- 


poral trades and profeſſions, whoever has 
eſtabliſhed it as the unalterable rule of his 
dealings, to take no improper advantages 
of any one, and that for conſrience-ſake, 

towards Gop, but to refer all their ſuc- 
| ceſſes 
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ceſſes to him, has wiſely learned to ſanctify 
his daily labours, and exalt them into a 
mean of glorifying Gov. 
Hence it is, we are e hat 
hats i in our exerciſes profeſſedly religious, 
but even in the moſt indifferent actions of 


our lives to have a regard to this univerſal 
duty. Whether ye eat, or drink (fays 


te the Apoſtle of Cur1sT) or whatſoever 


« ye do, do all to the glory of Gon?” 
plainly intimating that the meaneſt ocur- 


rences are capable of being directed to that 
end. It certainly concerns ſuch among us 


to think of this poſitive injunction, who 
are declined into that unchriſtian, or, ra- 


ther?” e e er den Jude 


iſh cuſtom of brutiſhly fitting down to the 


good creatures of Gop, without one eja- 
culation for his bleſſing before, or of 


| thankſgiving after meat. 


But of all the means of FT this 


| general. duty, the moſt immediate and ef- 


fectual is the ſolemn celebration of publick 


worſhip. And hence it was that the 


n 
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Pfalmiſt ſo devoutly wiſhed that men 8 E R M. 


would praiſe the Lok p for his goodneſs, Rep | 


and declare the wonders that he doeth 
for the children of men, exalting, or | 
* glorifying him, in the eongregation of 
« the people.” Becauſe we have here the 
propereſt opportunity we poſſibly can, of 
keeping up à due ſenſe of Gop in the 
world —of reminding both ourſelves and 
others of his ſovereignty and power, and 
our own abſolute dependence on him 
throughout every article of our exiſtence. 
« Let your light ſhine before men.” — It 
zs the injunction of CHRIS H himſelf - that 
is, let your truely wiſe regard for religion 
be publickly manifefted, © that they may 
0 ſee your good works, or diſpoſitions, 
and be induced by your example to * glo- 
rify your Father, who is in heaven. 
The great attention paid to the actual 
diſcharge of this duty, by the compilers 
of our own excellent liturgy, muſt be ob- 
vious to every man, who reflects on thoſe 
ar, hymns of praiſe and „— 
or. „ . ſo 
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SERM. ſo judicioully diſperſed throughout. the | 
_ whole ſervice. No ſooner is che abſplu- 
tion pronounced, and we are thereby ren- 


dered ft for celebrating the Divine per- 
fections, than we are encouraged : to ſing 
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undo the Lon p, and heartily to rejoice 
« in the ſtrength of our falvation.” Im- 


mediately after the nt leſſon, we ars 
taught to reſume the heart - ennobling 


ſubject, and in an hymn of divine rapture, 
to ery out in alternate ſtrains, we praiſe 


« thee, O Gop! we acknowledge. des ae 


c be the eres 
The Jubilare following the Gans leſſon 


is ſtill but a continuation of this. moſt ra- 
tional and neceflary part of deyotion,. To 
all which if we add the repetition of that 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt; 


and when the Communion is celebrated, 
ihe introduction of thoſe aweful words, 
« therefore with angels, and arch-angels, 
« and with all the company of heaven, we 
* Jud and magnify thy glorious name; 

5 A ome 
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and above all that divine compoſition, $ 


* plory. he to Gop on high: whoever, 1 
3 
diſcover her earneſt ſolicitude to provide 
proper materials 20” kindle and keep up 
within us the ſacred fire of adtniration, 
gratitude, and love. And therefore it is 


that thoſe perſons who make no. feruple 


to abſent themſelves from the publick 


congregation, have ever been regarded 


either as deplorably ignorant, or the ene- 

mies of themſelves, their fellow-crea+ 
tures, and of their ö Gon. 7 It is actually 
to oppoſe Him, in that which we have 


tinue the chief ſcheme: of his providence, 


throughout the whole compaſs of eternity. 
He created the ſtupendous and beautiful 
fabrick of the univerſe the world, man- 
kind, and the angels, that he Himſelf be- 
ing viſible in his works, might he uni- 
verſally acknowledged. and glorifyed. All 
the varied modes of animated ex5ſtaſige— 
aaaud Q2 2 Nay, 


7 ET ume the infirmity of 
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SERM. nay, the meaneſt parts of inanimate cre- 
ation, were ordained, as well: as the 
heavens themſelves, to declare the glory of 
GoD. To be glorified, he delivered -_ 
law: to' mankind; | 0 repair atom 
of his own infinite JET INS, 
almolt effaced from the human ſoul, by the 
6 defection of our firſt parents. To be 
glorified, he commiſſioned his ſeryants the _ 


* 


5 


0 Areragine 
and purpoſes by ſacceſlive revelations. To 
be glorified, he ſent his own dear Son into 


the world; proving thereby his infinite 


love towards mankind, and his infallible 


truth in accompliſhing the promiſes: let - 
ting us underſtand his irreconcileable aver- 


gon to every ſpecies of unrighteouſneſs, 


in that he permitted his beloved Son to 
ſuffer a painful and ignominious death, 
rather than ſin ſhould eſcape with impu- 
—_ ; having 'manifeſted- his wiſdom, by 
rene to his juſtice, and demonſtrated his 


2 2 human 
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human nature available even to th ſubver- SERM. 


gon of the kingdom of hell. And, in 
the laſt day, he will again ſend forth his 


Son to judge both the quick and the dead, 
that his juſtice may be univerſally ac- 


knowledged, the love which he bears for 
- his elect, the dominion which he hath 
given to his Son over all things; and that 


the whole intelligent creation may there- 
fore, with one mind, and one mouth, 
glorify Gop, even the Father of our 
« LoRD JESUS Currier,” 

Not, we may caſily believe, that the 
allbperſe Being could have any want'of 


our ineffeftual adoration and praiſe: or, 
that our ſublimeſt hallelujahs can add one 
| lota to his happineſs. His name (ſays 


te the Prophet) is exalted above all bleſſing 
* and praiſe.” Yes! before the founda- 


tions of the world were laid, or ever the 


* 


morning ſtars ſang together, and the ſons 
of God ſhouted for joy, He, in the calm 


contemplation” of his own infinite perfec- 
_ Debt dan an inexhauſtible fund of 


Q 3 ” mw 5 


- $45 


\ 


% 
— oy ood apr oo rr eee 
a on we Stan vw SS. aaa, 7 
* 8 N X 


n * 
" 4 J y * 
- * * / — 
” 
. . 
f 8 2 40 
5 e . e r 8 & - # 2 0 A 
1 oy . OE — & 2 — 
P : 1 — B ** * n — a % 
N 9 , * 
r r is ELF 5 * n 
4 * NN 1 * 8 2 * * . 8 
1 r * Nr IT, „** 5 Auen 


 SERMh 
XXIII. 
— 


Tha Cafe of Herod: 


folivity; a8 incapable of acceſs as of di- 
mination. Grtation was merely the off - 


ſpting of incomprebenfible goodneſs! and 


the wotnb-of nothing, only that he might 


have fit objects ta communicate ſome por- 


tion of His o happineſs to. And ſo far 


are ye from being able to praiſe hit, ac- 


cording to his excellent greatneſs—to aſ- 
cribe unto the Lox n the honour due unto: 
his name that our moſt exalted: and rap- 


turous adoration falls infinitely beneath the 


dignity of their ſubject. But ſtill it is his 


bleſſed pleaſure, that even we lowly: chil. 


dren of the duſt ſhould exert our beſt en- 


ant duty. And why? O miracle of mercy! 
and love! becauſe: all the emotions of fa- 


cred. gratitude: have a neceſſary tendency 
to improve our oon nature. e dur , 


frequent practice of praiſing and glorifying 
his incomparable wiſdom, goodneſs 5 


power, in the great congregation. will in- 


en bring over others to the acknow- 
ledgement 


V * 


* - 8 


The Cafe of Herod 
ledgement of the great ſource from which 5. 


all that they have and are is derived; and — 


| becauſe, above all, it will ſo -refine and 
_ exalt our own hearts, that they will be 
open to every operation of the Holy Spi- 

rit, and by degrees approach as nearly to 
that perfection, wherewith our Heavenly 
Father himſelf is perfect, as n 
of our nature is capable of. 
That praiſe and thankſgiving are the 
principal branches of this duty may be 
clearly evinced, as from a variety of other 
paſſages, ſo particularly from the 25th 
verſe of the 5th chapter of St. Luke's | 
Goſpel, where we are told, that 
CuRr1sT had miraculouſly healed the 1 
that was ſick of a palſy, he departe 
his own houſe, - ghorifying God : that is, 
beyond a doubt, returning thanks for his 
amazing recovery. Nay, the Pfalmift 
has introduced the Supreme Being himſelf 
not only enjoining the duty now under 
conſideration, but expreſoly telling us in 
what ir conliſts: —whoſo offereth me 
5 "Qs „ pra 


r 
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r graſſe (ays he, at the 2 5th verſs of the 
c coth Pſalm) he glorefieth me.” 
Here then let us pauſe a to 1 
. adore the. infinite condeſcenſion of Gop 
in that he is pleaſed to regard a duty ſo 


vhich manifeſtly tends to our own ad- 


vantage, and that of our fellow - creatures 


only, as an immediate act of honour to 
himſelf. O that men would therefore 
«praiſe the Lox for his goodneſs at 
t Jeaſt, and declare the wonders that he 


0 « doeth for the children of men ! that they 


« would offer to him | the. ſacrifice of 
te thankſgiving, and tell out his works 
« with gladneſs !” | 

But beſides this pre I Way, ping are 


many other particular acts by which we 


may glorify Gop: as fh, when we are 
religiouſly careful never to uſe that n name, 


which is great, wonderful, and holy, in 


prophane oaths and curſes, or on any 
trivial occaſion whatſoever; but habitually 
| endeavour, when, we are obliged to men 
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tion it, to do it with that holy re reverence 8 K R NM. 


5 and awe, which are due from the creature 
to his Creator. The ancient people were 


ſo ſolicitouſly attentive to this duty, that 


they called the name peculiarly appropri- 
ated to the Moſt High, the unſpeabable 
word : and ſcrupled to pronounce. it even 
when reading the ſcriptures. Nay, our 
own hiſtories furniſh us with an anec- 
dote of a perſon of great honour and emi- 


XXIII. 


—— : 
* 


— 


nence, who was never known in his whole 


life, to mention the name of Gop with- 


out a ſolemn pauſe in his converſation, and 


4} ſome other expreſſive tokens of reverence 
and devotion. 


; Secondy, another method of glorifying 
God, is to eſtabliſh it as the unalterable 
rule of our converſation to fpeak only the 
language of ſincerity and truth; and in- 


duſtriouſly avoid, as in the Divine preſence, 


every ſpecies of falſchood, miſrepreſenta- 
tion, and hypocriſy.· Joſhua. ſaid unto 
i 2 35 | 60 Achan, 
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< at. ——_ 3 —_ 
* 


44 r 3 - 
- 
" * 


* * &Þ — 
4 * * ] 4 9 4 * 1 4 ws 4 2 
— — 8 — 1 * 12 Y . 
- 80 - ws — <—- — W 
"L226 5 > 4 — at a = _— N 
: 5 S P * — 
Q 4 = — * 
* 
* 22 


1 
234] | mne Head. = 


A „Bere Gong e Fwy e 
teells him“ and make (ſays he) confeſſion! 
, unto him, and tell me now what thou 
gedeney add is a kind d of prac 

i me 


2 we | glorify SIA 9 
to the utmoſt of our power the inſinuations 
: of infidelity- and irreligion, a duty which, | 
£ at the preſent day, demands our courage, = 
ertion :—ſtudying and hearing the ſcrip- 

_ tures with the profoundeſt reverence, as | 
an infallible revelation of his holy will. 
faithfully truſting to, and expecting the 
accompliſhment of all his promiſes. | 
Hence it is, that we read of Abraham, in 
the 4th chapter to the Romans, that he 


«ſtaggered not at the promiſe of Con 3 7 
te through unbelief; but was ſtrong in 
** Hehn, giving glory to God; being fully | 

cc ferſuadecs 
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Furby, 1 W ne [ 
net. advance the-glory of Gop, when- 


our on practice the examples of the 


primitive heroes of religion, and adorn our 


lives with the acceptable works of mora - 


lity and virtue. And, therefore, St. Peter 


adviſing us to abſtain. from fleſhly luſts, 


© our converſation honeſt, or exemplary, 


ſubjoins this reaſon (that they may, by 


t your good works, which they ſhall be- 
« hold, glorify * in TY of wilts= 
hs n f 


* the fifth, and laſt 0 we 3 


Gov: by caſting down all high opinions of 
our own. wiſdom, importance, and dig- 


0 and by: — ourſelyes in that 
| Fronts | St 
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garment: o pecullatly becoming every child 

am—the robe of bumility. 
Nothing is fo utterly inconſiſtent with this 
duty as indulging lofty notions of ourſelves. 
If pride was productive of rebellion among 


the inhabitants of heaven, what wonder 


if it ſhould ſeduce l weak children of 
vanity kon our allegiance, and teach ws 
with the haughty 1 of Egypt, to 3 


„ who is the Lon p! ? >: 


But O] let it bout chi Wwe 
tive againſt all ſuch thoughts, equally weak 
and wicked, to remember that there came 
a time when even the mighty Pharaoh, 


as well as the magnificent Herod, was fa- 


tally convinced of the univerſal ſupremacy 
of Gon: when, in deſpite of himſelf, he 
was ſignally inſtrumental in ſetting forth 


| the glory « of his On n and ven- 


8 het has tak Gd, BE * _ 


9 pay perceive that by -endeavouring to 
” eee the glory of Gop, ve moſt 


* 


immediately and effectually advance our SEAM, 
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own true; intereſts both here and hereafter. 


| hihi in its nature repugnant to the rules 


— 


of eternal virtue and truth. The fruits of 
ue: (the ſcripture expreisly aſ- 


a «<-ſures- us) are the glory of 'Gop:” All 


eee to him, a contempt of 
8 his authority and laws, and a contradic- 
tion to his attributes. Now, for every 
virtuous action, word, and thought of 
our lives, we know, and are ſure there is 
a great and eternal reward reſerved for us: 
whenever, therefore, - we are exhorted to 
give glory to the Lok p our, Gop, as our 
- higheſt and moſt acceptable religious duty, 
we are, in effect, only commanded. to love 
ourſelves, and be for ever happy. We 
„thank thee, O Father, Loxp of heaven 


« and earth, for this moſt; endearing in- 
«ſtance of thy mercy and nee 
to our infirmities! 


But if, after all, 1 * FFB 


every. ſentiment of religion, gratitude, 
common 


impoflible to glorify Gop by any thing 


f - 
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I may add, of even 
rational ſelf· love; if w can be ſo #rutiſhly 
abandoned a to ſpend our whole lives in 
| and pleafurcs of 5A world without pay- 
ing this ſmall and reaſonable tribute the 
only achat Bene- 
factor expects for his 7 
eſtimable bleflings; how ſhall we indulge 
a hope that he will net inſſict on ur alſo the 
utmoſt ſeverity of his wrath? If we ſtill 
obſtinately-refuſe to be eee he- 
ralds of his er being redeemed 
aud bought wich the Pace . CurisrT's 
moſt precious blood for that very purpoſe, 
what can we expect but to become monu- 
ments of his juſtice ? That fince Go 


could not be glorified 4) us, he may be 


_ glorified in us. For as that was his great 
deſign in calling every man into exiſtence, 
it ſhall, moſt certainly, either to our oter- 
nal happineſs or confuſion, be univerſally 
accompliſhed. © *© The Aan 1 Solo- 
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«wicked in the day of evil. 


Behold then the deplorable — 
e ſtupidity, of a life of irre- 


al. Theywbo am addicted to ine 
| voluntary candidate for eternal n. atd 
enge 1 6 

Permit me to eh motive to "a 
cir duty, and I have done: i it is this; 


as giving glory to God is the higheſt duty 


of the man and the Chriſtian here, ſo will 


itt be the chief employment of the faint 


hereafter. And could we bring ourſelves 
admitted to the ſeats of bleſſedneſs, who 
has been notoriouſly deficient m the di 
charge of it has lived only to the plea- 


ſures and intereſts of this world';/ to ſuch 


a one heaven itſelf would be no heaven 


at all. If thoſe ſublime employments of 


Fong and glorifying Gop, which con- 
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fome and unpleaſant to us, can we ima- 
gine that our ſouls and all their affections 
can be ſo far changed in a moment as to 
acquire that exquiſite reliſh for them, 


which is neceſſary to render us perfectly 


right hand are pleaſures for ever miore even 
there the irreligious man. would pine and 


languiſh—be- confounded, unhappy, diſ- 


treſſed. Heaven has no objects to gratify 
the paſſions of the ſenſualiſt. It is a 


great truth, on which we ſhould keep our ; 


eyes conſtantly fixed, that although our 


heaven, yet muſt it of neceſſity, be begun 
here upon earth. He that, at the cloſe 


of this ſcene of probation is found unjuſt 
ſhall be unjuſt ſill, and he that is filthy 
ſhall be, filthy ſtill; and, therefore, ut- 
terly — 880 of nee en * 
eee, 
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Dear 


* 
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Dear Chriſtians, may you and I ſeriouſly * 

lay theſe things to heart, and learn to live 
every day, more and more to the glory of 

Gop; at leaſt for the increaſing of our 

own perſonal joy and endleſs felicity. 


Amen, O Gon, for J=svs CurIsT's 
fake. I | - 
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SER MON. XXIV. 
: 4 EDS FAIR. . 5 . 1 
| And immediately the King ſent an extcutioner 
and commanded” his. head to be brought, 
And be went, and beheaded bim in priſon, : 
and brought his head in a charger, and 
gave it to the damſel; and the as os 
085 it to ber mother. x 
tn Mark, vi. 27 & 28. 
HERE | is a e n or qua- SER M. 
lity in the very a Htract nature of Tr. 


ous Eg without any regard to its 
dae conſequences, may be thought, 
in the cool unimpaſſioned hours of ſpecu- 
lation, too terrifying to permit any of its 
blandiſhments, however ſpecious and al- 
luring, to obtain much effect on a rea- 
ſonable creature. 
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3 a „When Luſt hath conceived (faith the 
boy Apoſtle of Jzsvs CnRISsT) it 
| * bringeth forth Sin, and Sin, when it is 

« finiſhed, bringeth forth Death. Do 
e not err, niy beloved brethren.” As if 
he had ſaid, dear Chriſtians, there is a 
momentous caution, which I moſt ar- 
dently wiſh to engrave on the living ta- 
blet of your hearts: you may, perhaps, 
imagine, that although you ſhould, in 
the unhappy ſeaſon of temptation, yield 
yourſelves. up to the indulgence of one 
criminal paſſion; you may, nevertheleſs, 
preſerve your integrity, in other inſtances, 

1 and even proceed to the practice of many 

{bl __ * * _ * exalted virtues, Now, this is a moſt de- 

—_ Plorable deluſion, ariſing from your ig- 

. | norance not only of your own nature, but 
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of the nature of vice: Sin,” when it 

1 | <« js. finiſhed,” orhaving paſſed through its 
= mmͤtermediate ſtages, to its laſt ſtate of per- 
| | OO feRtion, © bringeth forth death;” Plainly | 


intimating, that there is no ſuch thing as a 
S {- _ and ee ſin; but that any 
378 : 9 . one 


9 1 1 
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one whatſoever, once indulged, naturally 8 RAI. 
introduces another, and that a third, and — 


ſo on, with a kind of neceſſary and me- 


chanical progreſs, towards perfection; till 


at laſt, both ſoul and body are gradually 
and almoſt inſenſibly corrupted, to ſuch a 


mn," as to be ey for mr ary 
death. red e " glitt 
70 this alarming g eoicatenttloiPulisy 

phet Iſaiah ſcems to allude in PT 
markable words, wo Woe unto them that 
e draw iniquity with cords of vanity and 


« fin, as it were with a cart. rope: that 


is, by their progreflive immorality, pro- 
duce ſin after ſin, to the aſtoniſhment” and 


ſcandal of the world, as if they were tied 
or connected together by Wm _—_— —_ 


* 


diſſoluble unſon. 
2 .! What! i is thy Wi a dog, that he | 


 *ſhould do theſe great” things? would 
de the indignant expoſtulation of every one 


who ſhould be ſtopped in his firſt devia- 


tion from duty, and obliged to hear thoſe 
ernie recounted before him, which, 
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it is more than probable, he will 8. 


2 wards perpetrate without horror. 


The great moral leſſon to be e 
e theſe reflexions is this; that no one 
can be ſecure of holding faſt his integrity 
in any inſtance, who is not habitually re- 
ſolved to maintain it in a//. Many a poor 
miſerable creature, who has reaped the 


harveſt of ſin at the gallows, has thought 


himſelf able to trace it back with certainty 
to his firſt ſowing the ſeed in ſabbath- 
breaking :—ſabbath-breaking ! pregnant 
with univerſal impiety, infamy, and death, 
and yet committed, at the preſent day, 


by high and low, rich and poor, with a 


little ſcruple and remorſe of conſcience as 
if their ſouls were only worth caring for 


when they had nothing elſe to do. 


Every fin, in its very nature, as f it is a 
direct contradiction to the Diyine Attri- 
butes, evidently implies a contempt of, 
or, at leaſt, a diſregard to the authority 


of Gon ; an aweful regard to which, a 


| very. Mort hiſtory of our own profligate 
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manners would demonſtrate. to be the only S ERM. 


preſervative of virtue, that deſerves an 
confidence. But if this principle be want 


ing, or, from irreligious habits, ſo weak 


as to be inſufficient to reſtrain us from 1a- 
crificing the honour of our Creator, Pre- 


ſeryer, and future Judge, to the indulgence 


of one of our criminal appetites; what 
good reaſon can there poſſibly be to expect 
it ſhould be effectual in another? - Now, 
when our abſtinence from a particular 
vice does not... proceed from a ſenſe of the 
Divine Majeſty, but from the abſence of 
temptation; our negative virtue evidently 
lepends upon no ſtronger foundation than 
| mere chance and accident. In ſuch a de- 


fenceleſs ſtate of mind, therefore, the 
heart is prepared for every vice, to which 
occaſion or opportunity may ſolicit it: of 


conſequence there can be no guard againſt 
any ſin, but by diſclaiming all. Becauſe 
the original ſource of all - contempt of 
Divine Authority is one and the ſame. 
Al vices, therefore, Deng. effects of the 


Bid ſame 
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.SERM. fame cauſe, are too nearly allied to each 


on other to be long ſeparated ; but where one 
gains a fixed and ſettled poſſeſſion, it will 
throw open every avenue of the ſoul for 


values money, or himſelf upon getting and 
keeping it, will generally be found of a 


ſhip and charity, and habitually diſpoſed 
to ſacrifice the eternal obligations of equity, 
honour, truth, Juſtice, and religion, when- 


ever he ean either get or ſave, any thing 
in the courſe of his dealings. But look 


into our Eaſtern connections: —is chere 8 


any villainy that can diſhonour Gop, or 
diſgrace human nature, that is not now 
eee y practiſed by thoſe, who at 


* my hope, and to the fine gold, thow art 


«© my confidence!” Perhaps there never 
was 4 man who feared poverty more than 


he loved virtue, or the applauſe of con- 


We,” who, on this baſis of fooliſhneſs, 


did 


| baſe and groveling ſpirit, low in morals 


gular paſſion and purſuit of men but the 


ſupply us with evidence from plain matter 


ſenſibility of ſpirit, which God and nature 
_ engaging ornament, is certainly the great 


the advanced guard, which, by a kind of ä ] 


The Chain of Sin. = - ma 
did not as regularly accumulate fin upon SER \ N. 


fin,” as gain upon gain; ſo that he might! 

have known his progreſſive un 

ae increaſe of his fortune. . 
each, this' moſt ee ni doarine 

eee gg of | — þ irre- 


words of my text, which record the 
mournful death of St. John the Baptiſt, 


of fact, with proof unexceptionable and 
demonſtrative, with reſpect to the conduct 
of the other ſex ; with whom chaſtity, for 
inſtance, is but another name for virtue in 

general; as the want of it almoſt "_— 

infers univerſal profligacy.. 1 


Ves! that retiring modeſty and Aion 
have given them as their peculiar and moſt 


link on which every other virtue depends; | | 


inſtinctive impulſe, gives an immediate £5 
alarm 1 J 
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The Chain of Sin. © © 


alarm on the very firſt approach of danger: 


—— in the elegant language of ſcripture, it 


44 is like the tower of David, builded for 


cc an armoury, whereon there hang a thou- 
« ſand bucklers, all ſhields of mighty 


cc men —of temper to quench the fiery 5 
darts of the wicked beautiful as Tirza, 


« comely as Jeruſalem, and,” —to the moſt 


daring enemies of innocence—** terrible 
* as an army with banners, —infuſing re- 


verence and reſpect into every boſom. 


And is it any wonder, when this celeſtial 


panoply is entirely rejected, that the de- 
fenſeleſs heart is expoſed to every incurfion 


of the tempter ? if he, taking to himſelf 
ſeven other Ipirits, ſhould enter in, and 


dwell there; till whatſoever things are 
honeſt and venerable, - whatſoever things 


are juſt and honourable, whatſoever things 
are amiable, whatſoever things are of good 


report, in ſhort, all that is virtuous and 
praiſe-worthy in human nature- is driven 


out, and its place ſupplied by eyery mon- 


3 3 S. Sr 5 


A 
A 
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Te Chain of Sin, 


Ner of wickedneſs that can x render i it de- 
teſtable. 
When Herodias, the wife 0 Php. 


firſt indulged a criminal paſſion for her huſ- 
band's brother, it is hardly probable that 


ſhe herſelf was aware in what a chain of 


fins ſhe, from that moment, began to 
involve her devoted ſoul. Every ſtep we 


follow her in her deviation from duty ſeems: 
with more deep and ſolemn tone to re- ite- 
rate the prophet's admonition: Keep thy 


4 heart with all diligence, or, above all 
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keeping, « for out of it are the iſſues of 


« life and death!” 
Thus far will I go, and no „ farther,” 
is the language of preſumption and folly, 
in the mouth of a creature, who has already 
placed herſelf on the edge of a precipice, 
and has ſtrengthened her natural gravitation 
to evil, by contemplating, with defire, the 
deluſive pleaſures which ſolicit her below. 


I we have, therefore, any reverence 


for Gop, if we have any real loveof virtue, 


bappineſs, or character; we muſt reſiſt 


the 
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SE RN. the beginnings of vice, and cruſh. the ſer- 
— pent in its egg; leſt, while we are in- 


dulging it for our amuſement, it inſenſibly 
acquire a ſtrength and venom n _ 


nn to our ſouls 
The remonſtrances of BET 6 eli 


gion were ſoon baffled and ſilenced, when 
her will was corrupted: ſhe forſook the 
houſe and protection of her huſband, and 


publickly delivered herſelf up to a crimi- 
nal converſation with his brother. Here 
' a whole legion of devils took poſſeſſion of 
her at once, and ran violently with her 


down the ſteep place of infamy and per- 
dition. Even unchaſtity is ſo evidently 
contrary to the nature and reaſon of things, 


has ſo neceſſary a tendency to, degrade a 
_ reaſonable creature, in her original ſtate 
but little lower than the angels, to a level 
with the brute beaſts, that have no under- 


ſtanding—to extinguiſh every ſpark of 


grace; that the Spirit of Gop has ranked 


it among thoſe crimes, which, without 


" Nye vypentktics, muſt ſeal us up to inex- 
N 1 9 
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orable vengeance for ever. But adultery, SBRM, | 
beyond all the mighty and unanſwerablex 
reaſons, which are alledged againſt the 

other —adultery has this peculiar to it; 

that as it implies a violation of the laſt moſt 

ſacred engagements that can bind the ſoul, 
entered into with an appeal to an omni- 

ſcient and all- powerful Gop, is an evi- 

dence of ſuch deteſtable impiety—ſuch an 

open defiance of all authority, human and 

divine, pregnant with ſuch inſufferable 

evils to ſociety, that we cannot be ſur- 


8 priſed to find all mankind unanimous in ' + _ 
their ſuffrage againſt it. 55 | „ | 
But the moſt a article of this — Lp 
wretched creature's impurity is ſtill unmen=  & - |} | 
tioned ;—ſhe was guilty with the brother 1 
of her own Buſband. her adultery, there- 9 | 
fore, was unſpeakably heighthened and „ 
aggravated by inceſ ! a crime, at the bare | en | 
mention of which human nature is ap- 3 
palled, and ſtarts back. t ” © 
 þ*, Gop of our being! what fin is there, 1 
which we are pen, of committing, | wm 
ng ans when 13 
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- when once we have wilfully withdrawn 


| ourſelves from the influence of thy ſpirit? 


Can any promiſcuouſly incontinent ever be 
fare, that in the walk of defilement, he 
may not have been led, even beyond his 
own intention, into ſimilar enormities? 
And yet, it is an alarming circumſtance 
attending the cafe, that this very uncer- 
tainty renders a particular repentance n- 
pratticable ; at the fame time as all the 
guilt of it ſtands charged againſt our ſouls. 

Every ſtep we advance in the hiſtory, 


the ſame great leſſon meets us; be inno- 


cent be reſolutely univerſally innocent, 
and you are fafe ; for the violation of duty, 
in one fingle inſtance, naturally prepares 


and diſpoſes h for the Were, of 


it in all. | 
The wife of Philip, boweres! had 
not even this miſerable ſubterfuge of E 
norunce; the moment ſhe had, in her own 
mind, conſented to the motions of concu- 
piſcence, and formed the reſolution of 
__ her huſband, for its gratification ; 


perjury, 


| The Chain of Sin. 


perjury, anker and inceſt ſtared her SSR Fl 4 


in the face; they were deliberately choſen 
as the attendants of her flight, and the 


inſeparable companions of all the reſt of 


her days. So true is that alarming doc- 


ttine of our bleſſed Saviour, that ** out 


& of the heart, once corrupted pro- 
< ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
e fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaf- 
„ phemies.” —** Keep thy heart, therefore, 
« with all diligence; watch over its 
emotions with reſtleſs jealouſy and ſolici- 
tude, can never be too often repeated. 
There are but two links more in the chain 
of ſin conceivable in her ſituation, and the 
ſequel will ſhow us—would to Gop the 
warning may obtain its proper effect! that 
ſhe; at haſt, ſubmitted to both. 
It appears that Herod, not long before 
eee en with her, had ad- 
mitted John the Baptiſt to his acquaintance. 
St. Mark tells us that he ared, or had 
a great reſpect for John, convinced that 
„ IN OO PAs that he 
Vor. II. s obſerved 
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ober ved Ainks or, as the original rather 
imports, aſſigned him a place of | ſafety, 
probably ee to his own palace, 
where. the malice of his enemies could not 
reach, and where he often indulged him- 
ſelf in hearkening to his ſublime diſcourſes, 
and when he heard him, he did many 

*«« things according to his advice, and al 10 
nel him gladly.“ The good || 
man availed himſelf of one of theſe con- 

ferences to mention his dreadful commerce 

with the wife of his on brother; and 

cConjured him to part with her immediately, 

plainly telling him, with a manly freedom, 

every way becoming his character and, 

duty, that it was. net; lawful for him to 

< have her. Some time after this, N | 

the king's Virth-day- was celebrated, and + | | 

| ſome degree of intemperance, - which, the | 

i had, on that occaſion, indulged, * 

5 to have thrown. him off his guard; the 
abominable woman introduced her own | 
daughter to the ſcene of riot, who, as the 
text briefly ſpeaks, danced before him, and 

| pPleaſed 
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pleaſed Head: + The learned connmenta- SEAM. | 
tors obſerve that ſomething indecent; is im- 
plied in the Greek words here tranſlated, N 
* danced: and pleaſed Herod. Ses then a 
mother educating. her own daughter in the 
arts of proſtitution! and then conſider, 
what muſt be the accurſed malignity of 
ö | that fin, which could influence a creature: 
_ whoſe innate characteriſticks were mo- 
deſty and tenderneſs not only publickly to 
renounce the former, but even to annihi-- 
late the common animal Car . GY na- 
tural affeQtion. 7 
HFerod, by this time, wag to a fate | 
5 of Infatuation—as if eager” to diſtinguiſh | 
_ himſelf, by ſome ſtroke of heroick gal- 
Auntry “ promiſed, with an oath, to give | 
the damſel whatſoever ſhe ſhould aſk, 
A eben io the half of his kingdom.” e | 3 
This was the fatal moment of compli- : © 5 | 
ance, which ſhe had watched for: her 1 
walice againſt the Baptiſt, for his conſei- 5 1 
entious interpoſition, had been treaſured 5 
we in * for ſuch an opportunity. 
105 8 2 « Herodias 
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SHR M. © «<Merndias e Ae bad a 
, © quarrel againſt him”-—bore him an im- 
placable grudge, and thirſted for revenge. 
And is not this another common effect of 
wWickedneſs, to regard even the moſt be- 
nevolent advice as an injury and an in- 
ſult ? yes; this plague ; ſore in the heart 
always: affects the head The ſubjects of 
ĩt cannot but know and fecb they are poſting 
. - headlong to infamy-and;'perdition;'and yet 
are ready to. tear in pieces the hand which 
is extended to ſave them. . Let à bear 
«* robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather 
than a ſenſual fool in his folly.” But 
to proceed, the _ inſtructed by her 
mother, cried, Give me here the head 
« of John the Baptiſt in a charger! He- 

rod himſelf, even in that ſeaſon of riot, 
ocked—was aſtoniſhed at the pro- 
—_— digious wickedneſs: of the demand: St. 
Matthew tells us. the king was ſerryß!, 
4 . 0 . * exceeding ſorry ſays. St. Mark. But it 
—_ ſiems, he had, unawares, engaged himſelf 
—_—  . -. pra * 
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tious a character then, as it is at the pre 


ſent day. An executioner, therefore, was 


nerable ſervant of Jxsus 'CaRIST was 


martyred for the gratification © of an 
 adultreſs3 and when his head was produced 


in the aſſembly, the publickly accepted it, 
as if glorying in the ominipotence of het 


wickedneſs. * Nay, the fire: of her malice 
was not to be quenched by the effuſion of 
his vital blood; for, if we may believe the 


moſt credible tradition, the monſter con 
trived, even after his death, to tear open 


his mouth, and violate the honeſt tongue 
which had given teſtimony againſt her in- 
famous connexion. © Well might the holy 


Apoſtle ſo vehemently exclaim, . Dearly 
ee beloved, I beſeech you abſtain from 


fel vue iel he Meme the 
4g ſoul. . 4 
And an es 80 


t the World with 
exerciſing too rigid a ſeverity againſt the 
-arſt forfeiturs or female innocence; con- 
& S3 Vvinced, 


jp " 
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K AM. vinced, that without an almoſt miraculous 
; _ interpoſition, its natural conſequences art 


_ univerſal. profligacy. We have ſeen per- 
jury, u uncleanneſs, adultery, inceſt, cor- 
ruption of an own child, and even premo- 


ditated murder itſelf, walking in the train 
of the incontinent. Happy they, who: ſhall 
by any means, be ſtopped in their don: 
| hill walk of death, before Seen * | 
this Stygian perfection of vice! 


Children of ſenſuality! take —_ 


| beſeech you they are the pathetick words 


of one of the Fathers of the Church 


take, I conjure you, the ſevered head of 


St. John in your hands: contemplate 


- awhile that poor, injured countenance— 
his meek eyes beaming with benevolence, 

extinguiſhed by the clouds of death: ſee, 

ah | ſce the warm blood yet trickling down 


his innocent venerable face; each of you 
bear it to his retirement, and imagine that 


before your eyes you hear it uttering ſpeech 
and faying, | ** the. murderer of me was 


"grep ſueh a one 45 . tl m 


Remember 
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ihe; you, are not called to the SERM., 
enmmination-of a trifling, or unintereſting | 
character, bending, like yourſelves, ./ to 


every blaſt of temptation, —** a reed ſhaken 
4 with the wind: but what are you in- 


vited to ſee? a man cloathed in ſoft rai- 
© ment,” fooliſhly: laying out t his care in 


body, bile his ha foul i ig ee f 


263 


2 


fa 


* 


„ Z — 


what are you invited to ſee ? a prophet! 


a glorious ambaſſador from the Moaſt 


High:Gop'! yea, I ſay unto you, and 


more than a prophet. Hear his cha- 
racter from the Redeemer's on mouth, 
% Verily, I fay unto you, among them 
i that are born of women there hath not 
* ariſen a greater than John the Baptiſt.” 


guch was the man, who fell a facrifice, 


Naben flower of his age, to a worth-. 
* whoſe:face was harder than 


d tur 
e eee, her heart as an adamant 


ee And I would to Gop that the 


hiſtory of our own country would permit 
84 us 


SE DOTS us to 
the modern votaries of pleaſure, —— 


— — 


pable of the fame wickednes. 

And whenever the memory of the Fn 
dered ſaint ſhall be thus preſent. to your 
minds, while the circumſtances of his 
death are a warning, may thoſe of his life 
be an example to you ! They are pecu- 
liarly ſuited to our ſtate and condition in 
this age of ſenſual indulgence. In his ear- 
lieſt infancy, deprived of both father and 
mother, the friendleſs orphan retired. 
from the allurements and temptations of 
the world, and reſolutely practiſed all the 


auſterities of ſelf-denial, till he reduced his 


paſſions to the obedience of reaſon and 
religion. The coarſeſt diet locuſts, or 
a ſew roots, herbs, and wild honey, ſuch 
as uneultivated nature produced, were the 
chief of his food, and the pure waters of 
heaven his drink; his cloathing was no- 
thing better than the poor, undreſt ſkin of 
a "beaſt; faſtened with a | leathern you" 


is ER pray: ——— —— — 


of "ſenſual 1 


day to leave us any room to queſtion his 
knowledge) that the dangers to which in 
early life we are all expoſed, by the tyranny 
5 „ can never be properly 
guarded againſt,” le we are ſurrounded 
dy the votaries of pleaſure, and our bodies 
loxuriouſly pampered and indalged. 'And 
if any thing like this be really neceſſary 
for the pr ervation of the innocent, judge 
yourſelves RW much more for the recovery 
of the guilty? —of thoſe whoſe moral 
powers are already ſo deplorably weakened 


and impaired by actual vice. Here the pe- 


* 


culiar doctrine of the Baptiſt is our only - 


bope, * he preached the baptiſm of re. 


« pentante; for the remiſſion of fins.” 


Bring forth, therefore, Fruits meet for 


« 11 oP Let your repentance ap- 
pear by that which is, indeed, the only 


unexceptionable evidence of it; an im- 
mediate, full, perfect, and permanent re- 
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ch all — nay 
For if we fin wilfully, after we have 
e received: the knowledge of the truth, 
« there; remaineth no more ſacriſice for 
* fins, but acertain fearful looking-for of 


- Rather may chat, which was pro 
of the bleſſed martyr be confirmed to the 
heart of every one of us: and thou child 
6e ſhalt go before the face of the LoD to 


© prepare his ways; to give knowledge 


« of ſalvation unto his people, by the re- 
*. miſſion of their fine, through the tender 


mercy of our Gop; whereby. the day 


hath viſited us, to 
1 give _— them that ſit in the horrible 


«4: darkneſs of ſin, and in the ſhadow of 


death; to guide our feet into the way, 
* f peace, —molt ſweet 
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ble peace with our on conſciences, with SER g 

our appeaſed Gop and loving REDEEMER ma, + + 

ber upon carth. and eternal peaco and oO 

| bleſſedneſs hereafter in heaven! 1 5 1 
ſ We have now, with painful attention, C7 i 
1 of vice through many f | 
| its ſtrongeſt links; and, it is to be hoped. 
f wille never hereafter preſume to fay, | 1 
| cc ſarely ſuch. an indulgence cannot corrupt 
my foul—is it not a little one? con- | 
11 is,. 4 our mighty cinfolation „ 
to reflect, that by the unalterable conſti- : | 
| tution of things, there is a ſimilar conca- | 
'  tenationof the moral graces. And where= if 
| ever but one of theſe exiſts in its genuine | 


_ goſpel perfection, it will naturally diſpoſe 


the ſoul for the reception of the reſt; ſo "KF 
 ._ that, by a conſcientious co-operation with | "1 
| _ the ſpiritof Gop, we may go on from | 1 


« ſtrength to ſtrength; adding to our 5 
56 Faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, | —| 
; | E 46 and 
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* kindneſs, and — — 
or univerſal benevolence and rec- 


* 


titude of heart: till, in another clime, 


— 4 virtue, w unte 


„ CO]. 


u unto thy head, and a chain of glory 
s about thy neck; even all that can im 
part a real dignity to thy nature. 
J beſeech you, therefore, brethren, 


oy Theſe hell * an ene, p 


es of GoD, that you preſent 
«your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 
* ceptable unto Gop, which is your rea» 

ſonable ſervice; and be not conformed 
to this world, whoſe faſhionable. cha- 

« raters are alienated from the life af 

« duty and happineſs, through the cor- 
i ruption and blindneis of their hearts, 
| ling. the force of 
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* ſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to work : 
* all uncleanneſs with greedineſs; glory= ES 


ing in their cowardice and ſhame: but 


* fulfil the luſts thereof.” 


_ appearing to judge the earth 


7 be Chain of Sin. 
a moral obligations, have given them A „ 


- — * 
* aid A * 


. put ye on the LoRxD JESUS CHRIST, 
« and make not proviſion for the fleſh to 


And I pray Gov, that your whole ſpirit | 
and ſoul and body be preſerved Blameleſs 4 
and undefiled unto the day of his glorious | 1 


Amen and amen, for Jesus CHRIST'S 
fake, our only Saviour and Redeemer, 
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by he ſaid go of 5 7 Rand upon the 
mount before the Lord. And behold the 
Tord paſſed by, and a great and Arong | 
| uind rent the. mountains, and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the 
| Lord was not in the wind: and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was 
| not in the earthquake : and after theearth- 
quake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
| Are and after the fire a ſtill ſmall voice. 
Ad it was fo when Elijah heard it—that 
he wrapped his face i in his mantle. 
| I Kings, xix. II, 12, & former part of 13. \ 


$ at of the principal cauſes of the sERM. 
| little progreſs which true religion Herd 
has made among mankind, is the debeng 
idea annexed to it by the ſcorner, the in- 
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The Government of le Pans. 
fidel, and the worldly-minded. It is their 


—— cuſtom to repreſent it merely as a well- 


contrived reſtraint for · the vulgar; which 
obtains its influence only on illiberal ſpirits, 
who are to be kept within the pale of duty 


by vain terror, and ſuperſtitious apprehen- 


fion : but that the man of true greatneſs 
and. elevation of mind is a law unto him- 
ſelf; that equanimity and diſpaſſionateneſs 


are inconſiſtent with genuine honour ; and 


that our own Feelings, and not what others 
may determine concerning the fitneſs of 
things, and the obligations of morality, 
muſt regulate the conduct of a gallant and 


5 heroick character: in one word, that pride 


im patience, reſentmen t, and reven ge, are 


infallible ſources of glory—that religion 
is a debafing principle, and that conſcience 


makes cowards of us all. This i -y mo- 
dern honour : the brazen image that the 


world hath ſet up; and which all people, 


nations, and languages are conimanded to 


help. on o_ being «a iato the 
2 þ Be 4 + R137 { $4.3 4 ; 1 5 33 burning 


Sr PPP OBI FD) 80:2 4.8 9k 8 getter nog df anty. 
A 
* 


* — 


— 


tious principles are. already become the 
characteriſticks of the times, in the higher 
ſcenes of life ; and where the evil may ſtop 

- Gop only knows. All men are naturally 
influenced by the opinion which others 
eſpecially their ſuperiours — entertain of 


their conduct; and ſeldom attach them 
ſelves to a party, which they obſerve has 


attracted the ridicule and contempt of their 
fellowy- creatures. Hence ariſes a great and 


evident neceſſity for the Chriſtian moraliſt 


by all means in his power, to rectify thoſe 
+ falſe notions, which have been infuſed into 
many, that a univerſal ſubjection to the 
precepts of religion is an evidenceof a poor 


and ignoble mind: to convince us, if 


poſſible, that religion, ſo far from im- 
Poſing any duties that are injurious to real 
dignity and elevation of ſoul, is, on the 
contrary, the only fountain of true glory; 
* lilli reaſon on the throne of the 
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1133 us maſters of © ourſelves, 
C32 and mating us to give laws to our own 
ons; Which is a state infinitely” more. 


| eee exalted, and godlike than all 
the noiſy exploits of Serelds, which but 


too frequently ſcatter horror and In . 


through a trembling world. 


This 1 My Kr to be the doftine 
lically inculcated by that ſublime 
cxpaiſcatution contained in my text. The 
prophet Elijah, who ſeems to have been a 
man of a very warm and impetuous tem- 


per, had been divinely commiſſioned to 
denounce the wrath of Gop againſt the 


children of Iſrael for their abominable ido- 
latries. But finding all his remonſtrances, 
prophecies, and miracles, utterly ineffec- 
tual, and his perſon deſpiſed and ridiculed, 


he abandoned himſelf to all the fury of in- 
temperate anger. While he was agitated 


by this tempeſt of the ſoul, as it were ex- 
poſtulating with the Supreme Being, who 
ſtill mercifully withheld the impending 
judgement, he received a ſummons to quit 


the 
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the cave he had retired to, in order ms SERM;, 


dulge his burning impatience and indig- 


Fo 
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N 
nation, and to ſtand forth before the Loꝝ pd, 


| where he had a viſible. reprimand for ſuf?· 


fering his impetuous paſſions thus to break 
| looſe from the reftraints of reaſon: 


hold the Loxp paſſed. by, and a great 
« and ſtrong wind — which, like the 
wrathful tempeſt in his boſom—* rent the 
mountains, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before the Logp ; but the Lord 
de was: not in the wind there was no⸗ 


thing truly amiable, great, 
that furious exertion ; 
* wind an ear 


and good in 


« the Lord was not in the earthquake 
the Divine glory was not manifeſt i ing 
And after the earthquake a fre re 


bling the blaſting of his g | 
And 
after the fire a ill ſmall voice — the 
[ot * of reaſon, the gentle pleadings 


ck Ta LE 


«© but the Lord was- not in the fire. 


x re of after the 

e” —agitating | the 
bowels of the foil, as the prophet's were 
by his own tumultuous paſſions—**- but 


t. 7 , For ſo it was {as 


teen enn that he wWra | 

< his face in 'his>mantle*—to-teſtify his 5 | 
de. 4 being ſurpriſes: 

that indecent temper of ſoul, 
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Now the dignity of that man, who SPERM. 
has atchieved a victory over his own re 
bellious paſtions, and reduce them to obe- 
dience to the law of reaſon, ſtands, like a 
triumphal arch upon theſe two main co-" 
luimns the arduous difficulty of the work, 
and the infinite uſefulneſs: of it. Well, 
therefore, may the Apoſtle denominate a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, which is, in the 
fight of Gop, and all who reſemble him, 
of 6k ren ng a nen, orna- 
1 And if eee ee 
5 dificulty only, we may form ſome eſtima- 
ene e 2 
on the inconſiderable number of ' thoſe , 
who, in the beſt of times, have been found | _ 
to regulate the movements of their own 
bearts. Our paſſions have been empha- EY 
_ _ tically termed the elements of life. The . 
| reſemblance is particularly ftriking in this, 9 
becauſe, like the wind and the fire in the | 1 
prophet's viſion, they ſometimes ſeem ſu- 1 
perior to all human government. Even 
* 4 the 
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' SER Mm; the ſofter affections, as they are called, 
have been known to break in pieces the 


laws of Gop and man— thoſe rocks and 


mounds of ſociety, and violently ſcatter 


their flames through a whole weeping and; 
deſolated country. Univerſal. hiſtory is 

little more than a record of the: triumphs 
of paſſion over reaſon and juſtice; and 
the revolutions of mighty empires have 
ſeemed” but to depend upon the nod of 
Ambition, x Covetouſneſs, Luſt, or Re- 
venge. Men, under the impulſe of theſe; 
have been found as intractable as the ſtorm 
that agitates the ocean, and as dangerous 


as the bowling wilderneſs. Philoſophy 


and religion have exerted their ſoothing 
powers in vain — they have obſtinately re- 
fuſed to hear the voice of the W 
charm they never * wiſely. Nay t 
terrors of death have been e ee a 
fore them to no purpoſe . they have been 
known to ruſh headlong into immediate 
and ni x deſtruction. only to obtain 4 
eee ee nnn 


_——_ * 


B ee. 
* 


mory little enough to preſerve the 
barmed from the aſſault of ſome temp- 
tations, and finally render themſelves vie- 


cher revenge. Wi. od 5 


What have Wat ihe = a © the Ga 


| 1 2815 
zentary ane of Hair Joſt 6 on ST 


and-beſt of thoſe, who have reflected true: 


_ dignity on human nature? What, but 
ane continual, unintermitted ſtruggle 
againſt the corruptions of their on 
hearts. Alas! all things within, and 
without ſeem to have conſpired againſt 


them. On every ſide, examples ſtart up 


which at once both entice them to evil, 


and confirm them in it ſurrounded by 


objects that unceaſingly irritate their paſ- 
ſions, if they would fight the good fight, 


they have found the whole: celeſtial ar- 
or 


torious over them. The breaſt- plate of 
Righteouſneſs, the ſhield of Faith, the 


helmet of Salvation, and the ſword of the 
Spirit, and all thoſe Divine ſuccours; 
Which are offred 10 che Chriſtin Mili 
tant, would never have been prepared, if 


the 


N 


_- . the danger ariſing from our own paſſions COT 
3 had been inconſiderable, or the conqueſt 
1 of them eaſy, But this is but the firſt 
"= difficulty in the conflict; that the world 638 
5 and all things in it are againſt us. [= 
The 'worldly hero or conqueror is ſtill 
a object of our higheſt admiration-: but 
5 how much the ſpiritual is ſuperior to him, 
muſt be evident from this conſideration; 150 
. tural temperament,” and conſtitution, the 
5 9 8 other is forced to take the field, in oppo- 
. ſition to both. There have, indeed, of » 
5 modern honor, who have provoked their || 
private enemy to a duel, and ruſhed upon 
=> his ſword, | conſcious, at the very time, 
wle wich every. principle. of juſtice and 
| common: ſenſe. But the glory of ſuch is 
3 generally as ſhort-lived as their principles 
are ridiculous, wicked, and contempti- 
ble. Their prepoſterous reputation is like 
the remembrance of a gueſt, that tarrieth 
1 „„ 
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: bot a Gy. And whether they die by the 2 
hands of each other, or by thoſe of the 8 


common executioner, they e be con- | 


vinced, is of very little conſequ : 

eiety. That other nuiſance, however? 
the 'publick conqueror, follows the dic. 
tates of his own heart. Naturally fearleſs 
and undaunted he purſues that glory which 
he covets, and is crowned with unfading 
laurels, becauſe he has contrived to gra- 


tity his ruling paſſion. But ſee the pecu- 


Bur difficulties of the religious hero! With 
whom does he firſt declare war but him 
ſelf? What are the enemies he under- 
takes to fubdue, but his on natural 0 
tions? N ay, what is ſtill worſe, and 4 in- 
| conceivably enhances ba ARCANE he has 

at one and the fame tim er a bariety of ene- 

wies to. enter the liſt ib. each of 41. 


| 15 vrhile he is, with trembling ſolicitude, 
ö fortifying himſelf againſt one, he is una- 
voidably expoſing ſome weak parts of his 


we eee of another. Intereſt, 


* | 8 1 honour, 


, or rather of contrury intereſts. 85 | 
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l. Paſbmis: 


e pleaſure imperiouſſy call hin 
A bere; duty and + conſcience! detain him 


there. He continually ſees and feels a law 


in his members, 


— 


againſt the law 


of his mind; and eh unwilling to be 


ſubject to the law of Goo. And if with 


444 oF 


ſuch complicated difficulties to ſtruggle 


with, he nevertheleſs comes off with vic- 
tory let any man who has accuſtomed 
himſelf to militate againſt his oyyn heart, 


35 it were, do pluck out his own eyes, and 
caft them from him, that they may not 


guide his ſoul to diſhonour — to cut off his 


tight hand, that it may not be an inſtru- 


ment of impurity or CO ee 
humble Chriſtian 6 age _ glory © 
bags character. ; 5 . ; 55 
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tives to worldly/ honour are preſent, active, 
and naturally adapted to our corrupt taſte 4 
being borrowed from objects that conti 
nually. appeal dux ſenſe ??. 

But is this the caſe in our Chtiſtien 


wecker By no means. Our motives are 
r | indiſputably 
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x . Fe . * s * : : ; 1 


1 


a 


1 25. buen ofthe Nn. . 


| andifputably” greater; and ' where found SEAM. EE 

2 "nn holds the balance, muſt certainly V. 25 ; 8 
preponderate. But tell me, my brethren, , 
| where” are thoſe exalted ſpirits under 

| heaven, upon whom they are permitted to 

obtain their full influence? Mofes, ' the 

mail man uod earth, was get oe 
tranſported with exceſs of anger. Job, 
that completeſt pattern of patience, un- 
der the preſſure of his complicated ſorrows, 
ſiuffered ſome expreſſions to be extortd 
from him, which he underſtood not. The _ 
ad adultery of David—the idolatry of Sola 
nan the perfidy of Peter and the cow- 


| - ardice of all the apoſtles— demonſtrate the | 
| : infinite neceſſity of our being always upon 
/ * our guard, leſt in the whirlwind, and fire 
and earthquake of our own paſſions, both 
our ſouls and bodies : are ruined ina mo- 
5 .. 
| Is the i; conduct better! at the ; 
| 7 e day? I tremble for my country 5 


I bluſh for human nature, when I think 
of the force of our religious motives, and 
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3 1 d are we rational 
creatures The 
have almoſt lingen the lamp of Gov 
within us, and the altar of our hearts is 
e our daily facrifices to ſenſuality. . 
- Beſides, thoſe o which ought to 
eee our choice, becauſe 
ſpiritual and heavenly, yet as 
fore, future and inviſible, we aß 


, ans: "Wie deny, will hardly in- 


fluence even the beſt and wiſeſt among 
us the ten righteous who fave. the city 
like thoſe which are ſenſible and preſent. 

If, indeed, we could unbar the ada - 


3 | „ contemplate 


E the Paſſums. 


n the 


the Apoſtles: of Jxsus CHRIS to de- 


ſpiſe the poor meagre pleaſures of life, in 


competition with them, would be natural 


and eaſy. But we now walk by faith, 


and not by ſight; and that divine 
principle muſt be diligently, carefully, 


indefatigably cultivated by continual me- 


ditation and ardent Prayer, before it bas | 
power to render us cool and indifferent to 
- theſe early indulgencies which are always 


before our eyes. But if, notwithſtanding 


all theſe diſcouragements, we can, by 


ſuch motives, acquire the maſtery of our 
| paſfions „ ſolicitouſſy co-operating with 


the grace of Gop that ill. ſmall voice 


within then muſt our glory in the con- 


queſt be proportioned to the difficulties we 


have ſuſtained/in the combat, and our vo- 
"A ſelf=demial be an evidence of hs 
ſtrength and dignity of our minds. 
— — queſtion eee is 
(whether a taſk Me: arduous, and diſcou- 


, * 


% 
»# * 5 # 


unſpeak delights of SEAM. 
the bleſſed—as was permitted- to ſome of wn 


45 
: o 
4 + 
12 8 
2 6 
-- "AP 
+ b 
3 F 
* bc 
1 = WS.” 
2 4 4 
1 
£ * % 
IF 
1 1 WR 
0 . 
4 FI” ; 
* 9 2 
72 e E. 
3 + 
: 3 
* 1 
3 p : 
r 
1 1 
* q * V 
2 1 1 
. 1 
k oY , 
* 2 TI 
5 3 Y 1 F ; 
{7.0 y 
5 4 
y Xe” 
1 N Fe. 
R 1 7 
4 N * 2 
28 
2, a 3 
2:33 OW 
oe if - * * 
8 | : 4» 
v of — 2 
* ** 
- -\ ©. 288 
| 
- 7 
* 80 10 
- 3 I whe 4 
* — 
Wie: 
WT. - - 
Rene be 
- x 
| 1 
> = 
2 * So 
q FS 
* =" 
5 


"% = 
NEE ob we een 4 7 2 
„ WY. l a — N 
"1 — 2 4, ww 
a A, n 1 
2 & 7 * 
0 & 7 ee 
_ : 4 —— 
5 vt 3 1 r 
Po . 1 
NR 
Woes » FS 


Mr Vote 
— 


* 
r ane Wc = 
Et > 
* 3 1 
% 5 


l 1 
2 
* 


„ 
» x 


"Do's | pn 
- * a4 + 
reer. Aa 2 2 
4 1 I e Df OR I 
4 : gs E $3 ; 
: . I 5 * 
* - x 
ks £014 4 a N 7 F 


Py. 4 
f 


e 


r 


D 


3 
ae Bong: =, 


4 * f * 4 
1 J % 
1 


aw”) 


* 
WII 
” 

% 


. 
2 


a 


* 
* 


# 


— 2 


: f 5 . * 
A „ 1 N 
14 ——— 
* 


— 
; — * 
de J's * * 
r 
is 
2 —— — 


F Sn er Late IE 
* No, e l 


7% * 


> . J Jo; es, E > > i 
cf — — a N 
4 7 2 * 1 £'% 
Ws Ss 8 ; AST ge LED 
BIOS. 8 : v F * * 
b 6 I . 
% 


3 


= % 2 ; ONS. 1 
? 8 
1 % 4 ol 2 2th * +} 9 


55 Faeeys as 1 


Prove it i is; "becauſe all uncommanded * 


terities, abſolutely uſeleſs, are as! improper 
candidates for praiſe as the hair-ſhirt"6f 


the Papiſt or thè lancet and knives with 


which the worſhippers of Baal disf 
themſelves ; and were ſeverely ridiculed - 
for their, pains by that prophet, to whom 
the viſion in the text is addreſſed. 
And can the fateſman's 5 ſagacity, 
is often little more than à ſyſtematick re 
| Ginemene upon the crafty wilineſs of the 
| men ts of the con- 
queror, which too often comment 
motives of injuſtice, are inhuman in their 
progreſs, and irretrievably fatal as the 


A 


3 F283 14 £5 Th 


N 


n of 45 5 £ . 


Peſtilence in their concluſion; can theſe, 


in point of uſefulneſs, be- comp: 
the labours of the ſpiritual man, 
ed to protect his fellow. crea. 


are caleulate 


tures from the deceptions of the one, and 
the brutality of the other; or rather ut- 
2 „ 


41 ad thoſe bee 


[7 3 „ t 
5 

* 
. 
5 2 


if 


We 5 - 
* 1 
* 8 
2 4 . 
8 8 WO — == 


F e 


Jaz: , 
2 . 


55 8 1 8 a 4 . 
4 * 


4 


1 


* . 


CY 


OY + 


3 


w — 
5 -— 


* 


* 8 5 


* 
bl 4 4; 
15 
* 
* 
* 1 

z 
1 

* * 
* 

N 
* 
% 
. 
1 
: a 
*. 
: 
- 
* 
: A 
F 
8 
4 4 
* 
. 


%%, thow hallo ut the 


*b:niſtration e mee e — 4 


* the ſpirit of peace and love, and uni- 


and exult our own fiature, 
1 9 — to render us ac 


* 


| de belt dg ates 
| Hay while che is 1 


Eg 8 


* Y 
X Sp oe |, ' 
N o 
# — 
* 
IT a \ * 
1 N ; x 
- 
Cy 
. a 8 
4 % 
4 
* 
* 4 7 
# 
” 4 
A 
1 4 
* 5 
5 
% 
a : 3 1 
. 7 az 5 1 
2 3 
= A - 
* 8 
> * 
b 1 * of - 0 
2 | | 315 
* L at 8 
PR" 


* Ras” 
. 


. ras * "ger — nn PE . 
f 75 Wray — 
31 0 


7 


. 8 3 . . 3 5 . 
a . «ce a PPP m toe * Tia nos Ee Fo, 


- 
* 
* 
* 
2 
= - 
. 
ay 
I . 
6 
* 
* 
Di 
» 
. 
» 
FRE, - 
hk 4 
% 
| 
” 


rs : 
* „ . — 

N 

2 


8 


8 3 


1 n 
1 794 vl ry p IF 5 a "Y 


| ; ” 
3 181 „ "Ex. IN * N - Suk * b 70 
p 4 235] TOS A RA IH -; * 1 — 
TRL : OOO... 


Wr ; 


- 
#4 {+ > 
43 ES, 


* 2 6 4 7 N F f 3 2 
1 1 4 83% . £4 87 * 
* 5 2 


ity for the vicioug g: 


3 4 1 
2 


ar un eee 


excited by vice only, and | 


1 

: 

. 

. 
— F 
ws. . # & 1 
— bt, 8 5 3 
4. 9 » 
” / 
U 
Fg 
% 
* 
. * 
% 
= 
1 
* 
* 
* 
* 
s * 
2 4 
oo * 


=o 


= 
* 


> 
rf 
vi 


2 


© 


2952 


wks V9) 4 a 0 17 . 4 | i 
Ge tay n Eta wage tes Zone ben ie ag thr IR PO To av pe” 


Lode 4 


_; 


A 
3 
e 


1 


July OY * +; 

Ss die IM WAL 
I? 
ARE INES 


"BI 


os. 
I bs 4 4 


ſtation like that of human 


, 
*. 


us for a 


8 — ** 


E 2 


rr 


” , * 


N 5 in, > 
n 


5 a / 


— — 


* 
: 8 . . 
. * 
A 2 
od F 
* N * 
Z » ma 7 

1 "os 2 0 

8 ; 

F 

0 
2 1 
; 4 * 

5 5 | 5 s 8 
E 3 : 
" _ * We Y 8 : 
B - | ; 

— 8 
5 | * 4 0 - 
= S EOS, * 4 
— : "x ; 1 


* 
7 to 


ant 


nin .F 
EF ET 


_  Kt-pqjudgaancat: 


Fa | the place, 5 


wa: 3 


1 


f r 
bun dat eim nei Ra 22 


2 


. 


We uti 
. "A ohr tust — 


none cbetteth out water, ite b rel 


* 5 
[4 ” 
> 
* 
: 
4 
. 
| bak 885 
* 
4 
1 
ts : | 
* 
” 
” 
( - 
* ö ' 
- 
4 
2 i | 
4 


k 
8 a. i 
. CESS 
' 4 a 


v NA os os A ON > T's 17 * N ON * 
— DN COPE Sa 3 Le n 


4 ag! 


* * 


32" 
l 
a 


ww 
8 
2 
5 


Nl 
. 


N 


8 7 IJ 
„ 


& 
8 


— TY 


* 
1 * 


Dr 


$1; 


3 8 


MASI 4 * > 4 
9 S 
8 n ene I 0 

- x a r , q . 
4 ** — — n 


8 * 
. iy, 
2 


EA, * * 19 * * 
; : 7 
They 4 7 1 x 4 
7 
bes 
. # a * 
4 PRA = 
-_ Li 1 
3 
— : 
* C 


* 
” 
. 
* 
* 
. 
” 
— 
— 
= 
* 
— 
io 3 
* = 
——ů — 
— <6 [7 s cf 
N 


Ii tee ene 
1 111 4 | 
Lo Tala Tilantalgls Hxaligll |} 
EDEN THT HH HR. 
i 
+ BY. 4383355 33s - |} 
3 141 ie | 
* 5 | 3 2 ESI : * Jy 


a 1 4 . 7 1 
PE"! —— — t F - 
: W OE RIES 


— ——— 


1 „ 5 often 


. — nh ttt To She af Bs: 
And 1 —— as harſh 
and . _— A 


S's of 
1 And may that Being; 


EE: ſrc agg 
| , "ham, ien —— 


fn Igid mat 50 ou 1% ante 9 
„ 1 bas D. gat n Emu 
—_— Beni & d en ft odguvide gels 
—_—. EC na pet ne 


Les 20997 lle a; ia oi and 26d tA 
SC nutejin5t 20 21x27 Hiatt nowigtiton ao 
. EE 0 1. 02 Woll ei ia gn 
2 | val TH apr Tarls $4 bas vag * 
| nl * N E HH aft i N 7 
„ 1 meer echt et e Loden Sch e 
1 ig} m 1004" v7 'prs Doe Hiss 
ent ai Nun ddr bold 097 


+ 


a_— 
o 


e WW . ff " 5 
= * . * 1 
* * 
* n 
2 8 ** 1 
6 de en ootrora ous 
; : 
po 1 5 1 . 
% 
2 
x 
Fa 


: N ; 4 8 3 4 v: 
S ” =P * * N 1 
1 ; ' 4 7 3 "5 4 
1 VVV 
* — ; l 1 
1 4 2 7 j : 

. 
4 of 
* * # - 
py 


P43 
* 
* 


* F 


A 
. 


n 


5 5 5 ; * PI ; 8 * TOE — "> 
9 3 


* 


© 


- 


; 
» 
* 
Y 
8; 
4 
i 


4 


. 
* 


- 
" 
* 


1 
1.8 
* 

5 


© CHARGE OF INCONSISTENCIES. 


- 
- 
#5 
+ 


* 
* 
9 
* 

* 


as 


Barks 


— v9. pag — 


——__ 


4 it 
- 


" 
* 
* 
— 
— 


wo 
"=; 


p40 


# 


1561 
1 


' 
* 
* 


> 
» 
el 


I 


7 * 
L. 
* 
4 


F 


* 


9 


Mae at 32 
9 ä ů nd, —— 


. 


— 


- 
— 
1 


+ 


n 4 p ark oth 
pero wer Pe I eas rear e arg te, ares r N gan © 


* * * 1 
— — — En 
"mag 
— . ů — — AR oe; — 2 wo 


* 


, 


's 


N 


is 7 1 wr 
wth 4.4 


——— . 


: 2 "Gym 


L's 
* 
ow 


4 "Ap . 


. Ne 
Nd W 
=» 


(4 Ws 6 ** * ? % — A — 1 * 
r 1 B+ IN * * 4 39 7 l u "ME Wag s ON n 
* 2 a * 
* MAY - * 


rod. tt, pf jm —— — — — . — ER * 


= 


. * 2 
pt 
7 


* 
4 
* 


155 
x N 94 
Hh 5 6 | 


1 N 
'. 
122 


S 
17 # { 
©, © ep 
- + 
1. 4 
3 
of 


744 


7 
* 
* 


* 


— rig 
3 
; % 
tons arts SER M. 
XXV. 
- 
* 


27 


SS 
F N 4 — — {#1 F 
1. 


4434 
+7: 
$8 


4 


* 


Oo 
* 
„ $ 


>, 


that one or both of 
3 I 
8 1 5 
| 1 4 4 


ne is ſo commonly uſed 
and converſation, as that 


a ” 
4 N n oy 3 4 — 
£ — a 4 R 

4 2 
— ü * 
K | | | 
A ** 5 p TR 
* 2 £5 bs 

. 3s. * 

a __ f ' 40-35% 

3 0 i 
Jas , N = < 
ny ** 2 1 # ; 
. 4 
je, ; : 2 2 1 0 

* a . 
* * * * \ 8 n & # 4 
OY 4 — at bs 
3 74 1 | 
* 6. | 
** —— , 
% 


3 
2 
4 


7 *. 5 A 
2 
3 


. 


Ma 1 
Fe 


tly, inferring 


whe.” 


"MD "IPA 


= 


K. 


1 


Tree 


and from thence 


A 


in 


2 
1 
* 


in 


* 
tu 


Agri 


ii 4” 
1 N A * * 0 
? | da nes W ; 
Ns OY ny 
F : 8 Mg, 
; Due ; 
et In ee SE a; br SEEN 


n 


4 8 


8 


' '* = > 4% — * bs I * 
8 * = N . * N * N * n . 71 N 
* . FF 8 by * * 1 % k 4 o * 8 > Ab 7 * FX . 
, 15 + > * 1 1 7 ww T 5 * # | 4 
0 WI Ws * 4 * n 7 8 * 
a 5 J c * * * — * 
— 37 * 8 * * — * * ah 
— RA Ss, 1 + bh 3 * 7 
8 e gat: 5 * 85 8 . a Bp; 
* "A g : 4 
. » TE * - 5 
5 5 wp 8 : £ - SOM 8 
IVEY v : 
3 Fas 5 
4 * x 
* 5 . A : mY * 5 
I bY a : og 5 4 5 . OY : 
— 2 * ** 3 2 4 4 x 
4% - , 
5 
8 * WE : 7 Fg 
— 
q ; | 
1 
- * 
5 3 
— n x 42 
= A. « 8 
. - 8 g 1 
? 5 
* 1 
Z * 
* 
* 


it muſt ega $ an 
ehbdd. 3 1 
: As their diſcourſes have, of late years, 
i riſen to the pitch. of extravagance, 
openly ee the 39 articles of tryed 


IH 


es reeds, and e che Catholiek ; dc | 
5 trineiof: the holy and moſt adorable Tri- 
nity— I truſt T ſhall need no apology for 


dees wege 


— eg; 


: 


27 
Rs = 
1 8 7 
ks 4 
9 
9 4. = 
. 
- 
. 
v 
„ 


to raiſo a fingle doubt within 


is this; that it is eaſier 
10 ruhe obje ctions, than to refute them: 
and that they depend upon a very miſerable 
2 ” * e Net for theiv 


„ Parner reconcile them: the dif- 
tinction would be an anſwer to the ob- 
jection. We are plainly aſſerting that ſuch 
and ſuch things are—they difingenuouſly 
- ſhift the queſtion upon us, and anſwer as 
if we had been attempting to account for 
the manner, reaſon, and cauſe of their ſo 


" ficient, and from thence think them- 
ſelves juſtified in withholding their aſſent. 
| The former, whether a thing — 
is merely a matter of knowledge, i in which 
the plaineft un a . 
Vor. II.. 


* 
© , 4 
pa © 4 
# ” ”S 
4 5 
. 
4 4 Py 
. Y * VF 
- 
1 F * 
1 * | p p; * 
3 6 PS IE 
* . 
& * 
4 . 
0 þ g ** 
. . 4 
: * 
« — ” 
, 4 - 
2: ; 5 y 
* 2 * * 
7 ze * 
L * % 
OPER" $4 
3 BSE 2 . e 
4 9 x n ; 


enerally find us de- 


ty to anſwer thoſe ob- SE] 


our on breaſts as to the truth of what x 


” 


TE, 


. 


4 
w__ 


— 


8 . „ 
9 x7 ropes ; * . 


"* 
Py * 
* 
” 
* 
t 
Pd 
* 
” 
= 
* 
* 
— 
A 
9 
| 
- 
a : 
2 7 
the? 
” * ; £0 
- F 4 
bo 
$ Txt vo 
- 4 : 
* 
* 
* 
* 
> 
£7 
5 
* 
ny | 
8 
2 
% 7 
Bj 
$ 
1 
2 0 
oY Pp 
- 
. 
* 


i 


— = 


1 2 
n N 
tad - ? 
* 


ef 


$2. 
2 
* 3 82 * L 


wad; 


oy 
7 "In ww 
2 


_- 
— — gr eng 


* 
* 


lutely refuted. And yet we.never 1 
ſer ourſelves to be. diſputed out of the exi- 
dence of our Kaner 


to Sel but we i nflexibly : 
the truth of our relation, a not at 


SR OE WY 
F ee _—_ your. attention, I 
8 it the buſineſs of my foll 
diſcourſe to demonſtrate that this qught to 
when we have received all the er 
nature of the thing is capable of, no . 
ions ought, upon the, principles fs Swe 
reaſoning, to have — oh with us. 
5 28 4240 DTS : + EE nah e eur 


8 


in 


— 


* 


. - 
To ee ar 7 2 FY, e Re y * - ” Hes 0 
_ Joe” ry He 2 2 a yl es nan, 2 N 
72 ; KLE x . 8 4 15 1 * 2 * p Nn 5 N 
2 _y : £2 - » o Sis i pp 


% * en Lads 
N68 9 * 1 


need” beef deer Cbriltaniey/ 


ate pus! 1 Which they urge 
inst it need ive us no uneaſineſs, be- F ; 


r foreible t 


in the temple at 
225; or free: thinkers 
times, who denied the immor- 
#0f the ſoul, and a future ſtate, : 
_ which our bleſſed Lon B had mightily in- 
i ſted on, ſtood forth publickly as His op- 
. 
the evidence bf mene which he 
i themſelves 


Beth brethren; or tee 
ol the fame tribe; for het huſband; and 
then with an air of triumph n 
whoſe wv 7 the ſhould be of the ſeven, in 
on Tiras ſtate for which he aſſerted the 

—_ 9 ; 7 8 


CY 
f 
: * 
5 : 4 Ka 4 
* 
* 
” 
— * * 
* 
* « 
” 
— x 
5 2 
y 5 * _ 
* 
2 1 * * * 2 
: ; "a6 
— » back tbr I? 6-3-4 $4 
2 * AF n 9 W * "3-4 


© Inſtead of examining with him 


* 


Soon eee onvince then 
"and all others, that difficulties in a doctrine 

could not be urged as arguments againft it, 

| aſks. the Phariſees their opinion con- 
the Meſſias, or Saviour of the 

, oy world; 


the Chargt of Inconftencie 


world; - particularly whole fon he ſhould 8k RM. 


be, according to thoſe Scriptures which 


they univerſally believed? They anſwered 


chey knew he muſt be the ſon of David. 


The fame Scriptures. then, he reminds 
them, repreſent David as acknowledging 


this very perſon, who was his ſon, to be 
his Lok p, and, in all reſpects, infinitely 
his ſuperior. They could not but ac- 
knowledge both theſe to be certain and in- 


dlſputable truths; and yet when he applied | 


to them to reconcile the apparent inconfiſt- 
ency, no man was able to anſwer him 
% word.“ They muſt, therefore, ne- 
ceſſarily be convinced, that it was poſ- 


ble for two doctrines to be both equally 
ttue, and worthy of all acceptation, be- 


tween which we may not be able (through 


the imperfeQion of human reaſon) to diſ- 
cover any correſpondence, or even invent 


A mean to reconcile them to each other. 5 


They had repeatedly examined the evi- 


Uenee of the ſacred Scriptures ; were con- 


Yinced, beyond the poſſibility of rational 


XZ "Fm 


* 


. n 2 SA”, WY . * IN» . * a ied b 2 


XXVI. 
— 


5 31 1 


45 3 vindicated eo 


3 2 M. doubt, hs they were the word of God 


— hbimſlf—that i is of a Being of infinite wiſ- 
dom, who, therefore, cannot be deceived, 
and of unerring truth, and therefore can- 


not deceive. 80 that they knew, and were 
ure, upon the beſt evidence the ſoul of 
man is capable of, that whatever doctrines 
are contained in thoſe books muſt neceſ- 
: frily | be conſiſtent with each other: though 
the united ſagacity of all mankind ſhould 
not be able to bring them to a perfect har- Z 
: mony, becauſe - they may advance ſome | 
Z truths of ſo ſublime a nature, as to tran- 
5 ſcend the preſent powers of human reaſon. 
Cukisr, according to the fleſh, was the 
: ſon, or deſcendent of Davip, but. as. he 
had a Divine nature, as well as a human, 
he was alſo, at the ſame time, his Lord: 
or, in the language of the church, the 
| 6 right faith i is, that we believe and con- 
4 feſs, that our Lok p Jesvs CunisT, | 
© the ſon of Gop, is God and Man ; Gop 
of the ſubſtance of the F ather, begotten 
5 bees the worlds, and man of the ſub- 


* * ſtance. 


_ the je Charge of Inconſftencies, 


311 


« ſlance of his mother, born in the SE RM. 


. world; perfect Gop and perfect Man. 


How he could be both Gop eee | 


quite another ſeparate independent queſ- 
tion, and our inability to explain this 

union is no more a reaſon for diſbelieving 

than it is to doubt .our.own exiſtence, be- 
cauſe we cannot explain how a ſpiritual 

immaterial ſoul is united to, and acts upon 

a groſs material body. The latter, we 
univerſally admit, without once attending 
to any of the objections ariſing from the in- 


XXVI. 
| Anh 


conſiſtent and irreconcileable natures. of | 


fleſh and ſpirit, becauſe every thought, 
word, and action of our lives is a demon- 


ſtration of it: the former we believe, though 


our reaſon may not be able to account for 
it, becauſe we have the teſtimony of Gop 


himſelf. And as long as the evidencies of | 


the infallible truth -of Scripture, ariſing 


from miracles, prophecies and their com- 
pletion, ſhall remain unimpeached; / it 
is written is a ſufficient anſwer to all the 
8 infinuations, | cavils, objections, and ar- 
e l 18 4 guments 


- 


. 


5 — 
2 * 7 . * 
0 2 — 7 £ 
þ 6 * 
"$6287, EM WG 3 
by - r N 
CS 4 74 Y 1 N 
neee . 
2 99 . 
5 * 


. 
e 
WI 


: 
PR; 

Ee 

e 

f N 

bad 4 


21. n 9 N 7 


# 


452 
SERM. 


XXVI. 


guments of irifidelity eee 
— pel' tel or brer the to the law and to 
the teſtimony, if we Ypeak not according to 
this word if all our religious enquiries be 
not regulated by them, it is becauſe there 
is no light, no true wiſdom or knowledge 
in us. The ingenudus ſpirit of the Be- 
fans was evidenced, not by their endea- 
yours to argue out divine truths from the 
mere principles of reaſon and philoſophy, 
büt in ſearching the eriptures daily, whe- 


— eee bythe en 
were ſo. 


;  +Another-arguitent-that-an apparent in- 
reaſon for rejecting either, may be taken 
from thoſe ſcriptures which repreſent the 
ſame ſon and Lord of David as both ex- 
alted and depreſſed, triumphant and af= 
| flided.. Lan deſeribes him, in the 5 
chapter of his prophecy, as deſpiſed and 
tt rejected of men, a man of ſotrows, and 
**-acquainted W ith. grief, oppreſſed, af- 


e 


* 
* 


the Churge of Inconfſtencie neonfiltericies. 


«afflicted, numbered with the -tranſere/” 
«ſors, taken from. priſon and from judg- 


«ment; and eu off out of the nd of the. 


„living.“ And yet, in the very ſame 
chapter we e eld. ee eee, 


— of u Lord all pee 


in his hands. He ſhall ſee of the travail 
« of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied, that 


« bim-a portion with the great—that is, 
10 giving him the heathen for his inherit- 
<:ance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 


* for his poſſeflion, and rendering him 


their ſupremeſt Lord and King, 'becanſe be 


«©: fall divide'the ſpoils with the irons,” or 


„ univerſally victorious over his enemies. 


Theſe prophecies, you ſee, are not only 
inconſiſtent, but, apparently, direct contra- 
HifHons : equally ſo, at leaſt with thoſe 
propoſitions in the creed that the Fa- 
ether is Gop, the Son is Gon, and the 
6 Holy Ghoſtis Gon. Andyetthey are not 
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314 — He vindicated frim 
8 e tbree Gons but on Go Dp. 80 kewiſe 
Fe the Father is Lok p, the Son Lok p, and 
t the Holy Ghoſt Lox D; and yet not three 
Loks, but ane Lox.” Well then, 

upon infidel principles they muſh be falſe, 
and may accordingly be diſbelieved and re- 
jected. And yet Time, I - 


N and che ſame: as our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus CyrIsT 3 and demonſtrated that 
the prophecies were truly divine, and wor- 
thy to have been univerſally received. His 

mean and obſcure life, the injuries and in- 
dignities he ſubmitted to, his ignominious 
and violent death, juſtified the former part 
of the deſcription; his wiſdom, prophecies, 
and miracles, and the amazing ſucceſs 
that attended them, his glorious reſurrec- 
tion and aſcenſion vindicated the latter. 

A plain relation of matter of fact is now 

ſufficient to obviate every difficulty ariſing 

from the apparent inconſiſtency or contra- 
diction of all the prophets to themſelves, 


n 


4 the 
hand (ſays St. Peter) the /uferings of 
a Cn xis, and the glory that ſhould follow. 


the Charge US Tnconfifte ucies. 


dt ch other. Takei itin the words of St, 
_Paul—* CuRIST Jzsvs," fays he, KL made 


„ himſelf of no reputation, | but. took upon 


60 him the form of a ſervant, and was made 


«6 men - and being found in faſhion as a man, 


” he humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
1175 dient unto death, even the death of the 
« croſs. Wherefore God alſo hath highly 


** exalted him, and given him a name, 


— 


8E R M. 
XXVI. 
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e in the likeneſs of the meaneſt of the ſons of 


s which is above every name, that at the 


* name of Ixsus every knee ſhould bow, 


| 5 of things i in heaven, and things in earth, 


0 and things under the earth, and that 
i every tongue ſhould confeſs that Ixsus 


« CnarisT is Lord, to the glory of Goo 


Father.” They teſtified. before 


Theſe examples alone are ſufficient. to 


demonſtrate, how deplorably thoſe vain 
| xeaſoners are miſtaken, who argue againſt 
the truth of a doctrine, becauſe it is hard 
to be  underſtoad ; or, for a time, impoſe _ 
ible | 
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8 Able ww be thoroughly explained. The in- 
CH confiſtencies they attribute to them are evi- 
Bleently not exiſting in the doctrines them- 
ſelves, butare created merely by dur imperfect 
apprehenſion of them. We ſee but in part, 

and know but in part. A perſon, who 
beholds the moſt beautiful objects through 

an improper Medium, or with a weak and 
dĩſorderetl ſight, may think them irregular, 

_ «diftorted, ant deformed ; but, ſhould he 
attempt to convince the reſt of the world 

that they really were ſo, he would cer- 
ctainly become ridiculous - we ſhould tell 
him, the fault was not in the objects 
themſelves, but in his own eyes. And 

upon the Whole, it will, in almoſt every 
jnſtance, be diſcovered, that the moſt 
Plauſible arguments of infidelity againſt 

the myſterious doctrines of religion, conſiſt 
entirely in this irrational and abſurd prac- 

And tis no inconſiderable conſolation to 
reflect on What the hiſtory of mankind has 

; | Were 


the Charge of Inconfitenciee. 


£7 2 


were mighty in the Scriptures, having ATTY 
ſtudied and ſearched them with diligence — 


and acig. have — achnow-. 


ration of Gon; 121 e ae 


for doctrine, for reproof and Ry 


or refytation, of error, and for inſtructi 
in righteouſneſs, or religious wiſdowa.; and 


that without it, the man of Gop, or the 
true worſhipper of him, would not poſſibly 


be perfect in the knowledge of his duty, or 


thoroughly furniſhed. unto good and accept - 


able works. 


Wiſdom. is juſtified of her 


children. Not that this kind of difliculties 
is. peculiar to Chriſtianicy, for even natural 
religion, the favonrite ſcheme of modern 


infidels, every where abounds with them ; 


as may be ſhewn in innumerable inſtances.” 
T ſhall ſelect one, which though abſolutely 


inexplicable, itſelf equal to a whole Ab- 


nafan Creed of myſteries has not yet led 


them to call in queſtion either of the truths 
from which it ariſes. * That the ſupreme 


« beigg is infinitely wife that therefore 


paſt 
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un dhe fame . "conſequently" that be 
. knee fem all eternity concerning every in- 
vidual, whether he would be virtuous or 
— they univerſally admit: and yet that 
welare at the ſame time ce-agents, capable 
of chuſing either one or the other, as we 
— like beſt, they will tell you, 
there are as many proofs, as there ate ra- 
tional creatures in tlie world. Now how 
this divine preſcience cam be reconciled 


TEE with human free-will, they have acknow- 


ledged to be beyond all their abilities to 1 
explain, think, or conceive: Indeed ſuch | 
principles, purſued to their full extent, 
wouldlead us even to atheiſm itſelf. For, 
gaanſt thou by ſearching find out Gop 4 
Cant thou find out the 1 
. Parfedtion? ie 51 al £4 
The great a arifhp from ny 
obſervations I proceed to Point out in the | 
ſecond place. nee p nt Ne en ee 


ay 2 ii 247 12 , «4 {12301 * 794277 


1, we. may ay learn from hence to 


* 
t . 
— 


b 155 defeat 


defeat the arts of infidelity, and vindicate : 1 
the profeſſors of orthodox faith; or, in the 


language of the Apoſtle, both to exhort and 


to convinge the gain ſa ayers—of whom (fays 6 ˖ 
| he) there are many unruly and vain talkers | 
and deceivers, whoſe mouths muſt be 


ſtop ped,.. Who 3x: ſubyert whole bouſes— 


ſent day, our daily converſation and pub- 


lic. prints too ſadly evince; even our com- 


mon newſpapers are now employed to. 
attack the venerable doctrines of the eſtab- 


liſhed church: againſt all ſuch, theſe reflex- 
ions may be an effectual preſervative, of our 


_ own integrity at leaſt. . We admit thay ſome 
articles of our faith have apparent oppo- 1 
fitions, which are beyond. our abilities to 


reconcile them; and yet it has been 
proved that they are not therefore in their 


own. nature irreconcileable. 80 that what- = 


ever is plainly revealed in Scripture—that 


is, for which we haye the teſtimony of 
So himſelf—has ſufficient evidence of 4 


. 


teaching things which they ought not: * 
That there are ſuch characters at the pre- 


x, | 


Jed againſt 3 „The | 
« are not propoſed to me—ſhould each of us 


-es objects of knowledge, butof faith, 


2 and fince, though they may be ſaperiur wr 


. to "RO —— not contrary to it; 
expected of me to 
v or account for them in all reſpects, but 
"randy nd as truth—that is, to 
« believe Gop Almighty upon his own 
<< word, and to regulate my conduct bythem; 
I cannot pay any attention to thoſe, who 
« attempt to darken the divine counſel by 
«words without knowledge. I know that 


. * whatever Gop doeth, it ſhalt be immu- 


table and for ever; nothing can be put 
to it, nor any thing taken from it. 
And Gop docth i it, that men ſhould fear 
before him, and be thoroughly inſtructed 
* how to render him an acceptable ſervice. 
% Enough is revealed to inform and guide | 
my faith — enough is concealed * to em- 
5 1 po exerciſe i it.” e 


* the Charge of Incanfſtencies. at 
From hence likewiſe; we learn, . | 
"$$conpry, the weakneſs and imper- 99 
fection, of our own reaſon, and the deplo- 
rable folly of truſting ourſelves to,tha 7 * 
only, as, a. ſufficient rule in religious en="" 
quiries, and the wiſdom and ſafety. of 
humbly regulatiag them by the infallible yy, 
light of. revelation. To, perform, a 
| 4 88 ſervice unto Gon, it is before ; all 
things neceſſary that we have proper ideas 
of his nature; leſt inſtead of doing that 
12 which is well pleaſing in his ſight, we 
ce offer him the ſacriſice of Fools, and ſo of- 
5 fend him by our very acts of propitiation. 
« Now as no man knoweth the things of]. 
wy en but the ſpirit of a man which is 
| in him; fo no. man knoweth the 1 
755 of God, but the ſpirit of Gop and he to 
« whom that ſpirit ſhall; reveal them. 
How little aſſiſtance bare reaſon can afford F 
in this knowlege, we have a very humili-- 
ating inſtance from the writings of the 
wiſeſt among the ancient philoſophers. 
Theſe, Mrd aſſiſted by many traditional 


Vor. Il. F 7 revelations, 


| rl Wn a8, >, 9; Is 
20 2 3 7% em +} 1228281 . * 
Myſteries vindicated from 


1 | 1 3 5 i r 3 1 1 18 a 83 
f revelations, had Net ; made ſo Eee 


che meaneſt Chriſtian, at t the preſent day, ; 
Cen hardly read their moſt admired diſ- 
courſes on theſe ſubjects without pity and 
f amazement. The utmoſt effort of their 
united abilities, was not able to reſcue El 
by ne from idolatry. © Profeflin 8 
i themſel ves to be wiſe, they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the 1 incorrup- 
* <tible Gop into an image made like to 
5 corruptible man, and to birds and four- 
« footed beaſts, and creeping things— 
« worſhipping the crtature more than the 
« Creator, who is Gop bleſſed for ever.” 
Bot whence our ſuperiority? Can we pre- 
ſume ourſelves naturally wiſer than theſe 


venerable names of Socrates, Plato, and 


_ Tally? Their abilities in other matters 
will be the delight of human nature as 
long as it ſhall continue upon earth. If, 
then, our knowledge be not Born with us, 
it muſt be acquired by ſome means out of 
the reach of * moſt ns Hong and induſ- 
il | ' - trious 


the Charge of Inconfyſtencies. 


trious enquirers. And thoſe are, and can 
be, no other than Divine Revelatin - the 


utmoſt that mere reaſon could perform 


had been repeatedly tried for many gene- 


rations by men of the ſtrongeſt natural 
ſagacity, and the moſt indefatigable 


induſtry, and tried without ſucceſs. 
Through the Sun of Righteouſneſs it 15 


that the people that walked in heathen 
«darkneſs have feen a great light; upon 


SEN N. 
V. 
e en, 


te them that dwelt in the land of the 
te ſHadowy of death hath the fulneſs of 


religious ſcience been liberally poured 


« forth.” To the third perſon of the 


holy and adorable Trinity, even the Spirit 


of Eternal Wiſdom, who ſpake in tue 


Seriptures muſt the glory be given. To 
them” muſt we have recourſe for that 
certain knowledge, which alone can ſtab- 


liſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us. In ſearching 


them with unwearied diligence will our 
reaſon with all its faculties and powers be 


moſt advantageouſly, - moſt | honourably, 


moſt delightfully, employed.” There may 


T2 4. 
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ht meaneſt capacity learn What ie that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 


es the Lox D, by obedience to which we may 


_ ſecure his love and protectior 
ceearth, and an eternal weight of glory here- 


A 


here upon 


after in heaven: From which ſhould the 


wiſeſt of the ſons of man prefume th: v5 
part, and lean on their own un 


they. will certainly err from the kth, and 


pierce themſelves through with many r- 
rows. They have forſaken. the for 
of living waters, and hewed them out 


* ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that will afford 5 
nothing but the bitter waters of ſepti- 
ciſm, remorſe, and ſervile fear; and the 


only good office their boafted' reaſon can 


ow. or account Ms. but yet bringing 


then render, is to conduct them back 


again, through the painful paths of repent- 
ance, to the infallible oracles of Goo. 


It is the glory of Chriſtianity that it is a bo 
reaſonable ſervice; not an inſtitution which 
reaſon could have ever diſcovered,. or 
when diſcovered can, in all reſpects ex- 


en 


the Charge of Incanſeencies. 


ſuch conyincing ; demonſtration of infal- 


able; ta the unprejudiced foul—fo evidently 
perfective of the moral virtue, and true 


happineſt of mankind, that, | as it opens 


upon 1s, we ſeem rather to recogniſe or re- 
collect, than to darm its momentous doc- 


trines, not fuperſeding the uſe of our rea- 


ſon,” but, on the contrary, frequently ap- 
per. and Is GN and im- 


. 2 8 * the text, 
the laſt I ſhall at preſent trouble you with, 


is, that pride and Helfgcnceit, as | they are. 


enemies to knowledge in. general, fa do 
they. peculiarly incapacitate us for making 
any progreſs. in religious ſcience; and bat 
not only from their own natural neceſſary 
but from a divine judgement. 


As theſe were the motives of the Phariſees 
in commencing publick opponents. of Nur 
divine teacher that they might jubify. 
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8 ERM. their ſaperiour wiſdom ; 66 artt to mor- 
— 5 tif and humble, by ſhowing them the no- 

thingneſs of that wiſdom, our Lox p pro- 

poſes this difficulty out of thoſe very Scrip- 

. tures, on their knowledge of which they * 
particularly valued themſelves; and then, 
to puniſh their preſumption, withheld that 
explanation which was neceſſary for ſetting 
their minds at eaſe. If the Meſſias be 

& the ſon of David, how then doth David 

« in ſpirit, or ſpeaking by the Holy Ghoſt, 

call him Loxp?” Had they been tho- 
roughly inſtructed on this ſubject only, 
admitting the Fvinity of the Saviour of 
the world—it would have gradually opened 
their eyes to the favin g acknowledgement 

of eternal redemption: But the ſecret of 
the Lorp is with them that approach 
with reverence and humility, and he wilt 
ſhow them his covenant.” The Phariſces 
were notoriouſſy deficient in both; to 

_ them, therefore, the Goſpel was preached 

only in parables and dark ſayings, that | 

*. . they PER 8 and heart 


cke Charge of an 


« they. might not: underſtand.” While SE RM. 


unto the Diſciples, who were diſpoſed to 
receive with meekne/5 the engrafted word, 


it was given to know the wei of the 


dy cr "erate 

If ever the robe of humility was. LS 
425 for the children of men, it is certainly 
when Gop himſelf, from infinite 1 mercy, 
condeſcends to become our teacher. It is 
the property of that virtue to render us 


OLDS. wv. 
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derſtand, eee ſhall be wales unta C 


us. And if any man will do his will—is | 


really diſpoſed to obey it—he . ſhall ſoon 


know of the doctrine whether it be of 


Go. A virtuous life is naturally accom- 


panied by an orthodox faith. Without 


that, although it were poſſible for us to 


| ſpeak with the tongues of men, and of 


angels, we ſhould ſtill be but as ſounding 
| braſs, or a tinkling cymbal; and though 
we had the gift of prophecy, and could 
underſtand and explain all myſteries, and 
ha Lal Egowledge and faith, ſo that we 


4 


ee TS x cou 


aggravate our crimes, and render us more 
euſable, — we 
ther at the ti 


e of mental im 
that be to whom we 


? than one of the heart. 5 Eo rat 
my "brethren | 
feltow: Chriſtians inſtead of a 


be wile above what is written, or 


of 


miſitigs, and benen 3 to 
deſtruction of Goſpel charity and peace: 
let ĩt be our Ae ear fouls with 


virtue; and to virtue ee 
. to knowledge temp ; and" to tem- 


: 
1 
* 5 5 5 * * 


* 


be Charge of TInconfiftencies . 

s perance patience ; and to patience god- 

J lineſs; and to godlineſs brotherly kind- 

& neſs; and to brotherly kindneſs charity, 

unfeigned love, compaſſion, and benevo- 
lence to all mankind, For if theſe things 

be in us, and abound, Gop himſelf hath 
declared, we ſhall not be barren, or un- 

fruitful in the KNowLEDGE of our Lokn 
J=sUs CHRIST. 
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faith, and the religious confidence ONO 
be * ſoul depending entirely on a firm 
and rational conviction of the truth of the 
ſacred Scriptures; to collect, illuſtrate, and 
enforce the evidence of their Divine Ori- 
_ginal, for the confuſion of deiſm and i in- 
fidelity, and and the comfort of believers, i is 
evidently, at the preſent day, one of. 8 
higheſt and moſt indiſpenſable dutics of 
the Chriſtian monitor. N 
The pride of philoſophy, the preſump- 
tion of ignorance, the arrogance of ſelf- 
conceit, and, above all, „ that deplorable 
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SERM. indifpobtion to religion. and ſpiritual ob- 
, eas, which are the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſticks of the times, ſuperadd ah 
occaſional importance to the perpetual ex- 
pediency of the enquiry; "leſt, while = 
| apoſtate is permitted to CO erg 
faithful ſhould be diſcouraged. - * 
I.nſtead, therefore, of — to «s 
f particular objections of the modern ſcep- | 
tick, which are become almoſt as nume- 
I. tous as they are irrational and inconſiſtent; 3 
Ned T ſhall endeavour to eſtabliſn before you, 
in the ſhorteſt and plaineſt manner, this 
great and intereſting propoſition, which, 
indeed, has been already a thouſand times 
demonſtrated at large; that the books of 
the facred volume of Revelation bear every 
mark, character, and impreſſion of that 
5 Being, whoſe wiſdom is infinite, and 
whoſe goodneſs i is equal to his | wiſdom. 
From whence it will, follow, by 'evident 
and unavoidable conſequence, that every 
thing contained in that volume is infallibly | 


true 3, 9d therefore that every contradic- 
tion 
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| Secondy, from the ATR 8 8 | ihe 


events and miracles recorded! in them; 
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Wirdy, from the bung of their 
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which ſubſiſts among the ſeveral writers 
of them; however diſtant in time and 
place; however een with, or 

unknown to each other; 1 7 wo 


And laftly, from that 1 — adorable 
ſpirit of prophecy, which pervades, _dig- 
nifies, and animates the whole. 4 
155 time would fail me ſhould I at- 
tempt to ſpeak to half the extent of theſe 
erte I thall, therefore, only ſuggelt 
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few leading hs be improved 
by your own meditations ; and yet ſufficient 
©” to. ſhow, that. our faith in the holy Scrip- 
tures is built on ſach an impregnable foun - 
dation of rational evidence, that, till our 
underſtanding ſhall be corrupted and in- 
capacitated by our ſenſual paſſions, hes 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
That chere is an incommunicable 
culiarity in the ſtyle, manner, and « com- 


poßition of the ſgcred volumes. a certain 


union of the ſublime , and ſimple, unimi- 
tated, and inimitable by the art of man, 


books in the world, every a. 
miner has acknowledged. Now even this 
is, af itſelf, an overpowering evidence, at 
the very outſet of our enquiry, that man 
is not the author of them. If we turn to 
all, the in numerable volumes of claflical 
antiquity, poets 5 „ Philoſdphers, and hiſ- 


torians, it is CR ble to read theit moſt 
adrired "dif courſes. on reli igious topicks, 
abe | Deity, and his. e 77 
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bluſhing at their ignorance; — without be- 8%. 
ing ſhocked at the groſſneſs of their con- „ 
reptions, and the inadequacy of their lan- 
guage. Their accounts of the formation 
of the world, the creation of man, and the 
commencement of all things, is always 
ſo unſatisfactory, and ſometimes fo abſo- 
 lutely childiſh and abſurd—although it is 
clear they had ſome traditionary Knowledge 
of the books of Moſes to proceed upon; 
their moſt elaborate diſſertations on the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, fo perplexed, dark, 
and indecifive, that common ſenſe, as it 
were, tacitly enters a proteſt againft all 
we read in them; and we are ſorry. to ſee 
the clegancics of ſpeech, and the brillian« \ 
cies of wit waſted (like embroidering upon 
a cobweb) on things without 1 . 
e or ſolidityy 
But are there any marks of this futility 
in the writings of the Prophets and Apoſ- 
tles? Every thing they ſay witneſſes tlie 
preſence of a Superior Intelligence. Their 
= 15 2 arp is not the clogyetice | of man. 
„ Vor. II. AD The 
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SERM. The ſchools of ſcience have. not yet even 
— inveſtigated the rules of their compoſition; 


and though their manner is as new as 
their matter, and unlike to all we have 
before been accuſtomed to approve and 
admire, as the ſtandard of excellence; yet 
does it immediately win its way to the 
heart, ſeeming not to be learned, but recol- 
lected, as the original language of the 
Creator to his creatures. Our learned pre- 
judices are annĩhilated before it: it affects 
us, like its Author, as ſomething unpa- 
ralleled and tranſcendant, not to be judged 
of by analogy, but communicated * to 
be believed and obeyed. | 
Take, for example, the very firſt Fl 
tence in your bible, and mark the deciſive 
and majeſtick ſimplicity of the language: 
In the beginning Gop created the 
heaven and the earth. "A; paſſage in 
which there are more ideas than words, 
and every idea a ſtudy for life. It is the 
ſtyle of one, who, in all the conſcious dig- 
fy of truth, 0 therefore, without de- 


ſcending 


45 


XXVII. 


or conciliatory introduction, ſpeaks im- 


mediately to a fact indiſputable, which, to 


be believed, needs only to be revealed, and 
which, in and by its very manner of re- 
| vealing, ſhews a divine foreknowledge, 


that ſufficient was then ſaid to lay the 


3 


foundation of all religious faith, through- 
out every age of the world, 


The ſublimity of a ſubſequent paſſage 


broke through the prejudices of a heathen 
and idolater, and extorted from him that 
tribute of praiſe,” which he withheld from 


its Divine Author: And Gop faid let 


there be light; and there was light!” 
Who does hot ſee, that to have added but 
a fingle word more would have been un- 
worthy the greatneſs and incomprehen- 
fible majeſty of the Supreme Being ?— 
Events produced by the interpoſition of 


droine Energy are above the power of elo- 


quence to dignify them: “ He ſpake the 
word, and they were made.” On fuch 
; ber rag all amplification or diffufion of 


** 5 language 
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SERM. language is frivolous and vain. Omni- 
, potence cannot be exalted; Infinity cannot 
be magnified; Perfection cannot be im- 
proved. Theſe are ideas too ſimple for 
eloquence, too ſacred for fiQtion, ont ma- 
jeſtick for ornament. 1 

And if theſe paſſages a are really Xo 


_ While thoſe of all other writers only de- 
grade their Gods into mon, and violate the 
ſupreme nature, by groſs and indecent 
repreſentations; may not their claim 20 -*; 
Divine inſpiration be, from thence only. 
proved to be reaſonable and juſt, ſince 
Gop only can deſcribe himſelf to man. 
And when our ſouls and all their facul- 
ties reſt perfectly atisfied in the deſcrip- 
tion, receiving and embracing it like the 
firſt principles of common ſenſe: can 

n there be a doubt that he who formed the 

one dictated the other? F or, whether our 

original apprehenſions are cale 5 
the deſcription, or the deſcription for our 

apprebenſions, the, coincidence and bar- 


N R. — 


i 
8 
* 2 ws 
: 


to our moſt exalted notions of the Deity, 


ry of Scripture Evidence. 


mony betwixt them n maſt be the _ of 
; en 0 8400 i; 


There are more an a e duch 


LE TAGS 


, which” might be adduced to il- 
asdnte the truth of this obſervation; but 


the topicks which I have propoſed for 
this diſcourſe are too numerous to in- 


dulge me any longer on the preſent. 


eclipſed by that effulgence of Divine glory, 


vhich beams forth from the occurrences | 
and miracles recorded in Scripture, that it 


is but as a bright imo men, _— full Pm 
of meridian ſplendor. i} 


2845 


"Hence it is, that against theſe becur 
rences and miracles, all the arts of inſi- 


del ſophiſtry have been inceſſantly directed. 
if the fact related canriot be accounted for, 

by the ordinary laws of nature, rather than 
admit the Divine interpoſition, though 
the occaſ 
mankind from idolatry and the power of 
the devil; they chooſe to withhold their 
_—_ under Fe ol ene ex · 


5 And 
indeed all this light of evidence is ſo 


ſion be to reſcue the whole rage uf 


S ERM. 
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= 1342 * Summary of Scripture Evidence. 
n perience to teftimony. For example; we 
— real that once, on a certain great and ade- 
quate occaſion, ** the ſun ſtood ſtill to 
uſe the popular language—* in the midſt _ 
of heaven, and haſted not to go down 
e about a Whole day.” Their experience, 
it ſeems, ſupplies them with nothing ſimi- 
lar to this prolongation of light; but is that 
a reaſon. for ineredulity, when that ſame 
experience, every hour of their lives, wit- 
naeſſes to them a greater inſtance of Gon's 
adorable power, in keeping the whole hoſt 
of heaven in their due and regular move- 
ments? Or, is it more difficult to con- 
Ceive brute and inſenſible matter at reſt than 
[ in motion? | 
; So when the catth . 1 fwal- 
#7 lawedupche tents of Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram; can theſe men reaſonably. plead, 
that. it is too wonderful for belief, while 
hey admit that the ſame power hasfounded 
5 the whole world upon nothing, and that 
this denſe and ponderous ſyſtem of nature 
has hung for Hale ages, ſelf- ba- 
e „ lanced, 


| Summary ar of Seripture Evidence. NICs 
lanced, in the midſt of infinite ſpace? 
Indeed, upon ſuch principles, creation it- 
ſelf is incredible: for their experience can 


offer them nothing analogous to ſuch a. 


commencement of material being; and 
yet they muſt either admit the Mofaick 
teſtimony, or reject that of their own 
| ſenſes. Again, we read and believe, that 
a univerſal deluge once overſpread the face 
of the earth; and can this be thought too 
hard for that Agency, which has ever ſince 
kept the immenſe congregation of waters 


within their appointed bounds? Perhaps 


the ſuſpenſion of that Agency, but for a 
fingle moment, is fully adequate to ſo aſto- 
niſhing an effect. And is ſix thouſand 


years unintermitted attention leſs an object | 


of wonder, than a moment's relaxation of 
it? See the abſurd inconſiſtency ef a de- 


343 
8 E R M. 
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termined infidel! and remember, witk 


holy gratitude, that there is no doctrine 
equally repugnant to reaſon, e n 
IR "_ articles ob our . 0 


ws "2 
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Me allow the events e 


Leere all men e eee ſuggeſt a 
doubt whether he can 'r them out 
of ſomething? . it t oo ama; 


_ 01 a+ 16 — Fenn 

—and as there is no diſpropottion 
Week. the works and. the Worker, we 
illuſtrious demonſtration of 
the Deiſt refu 
are ſo great, we 


row us. into e but 
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that we may every moment of our ex- S ERM. 


5 
iſtence feel and acknowledge our entire 


dependence on that Being, ROE can 

ors eee the univerſe, 721 | 

. And ſince this conviction is indica ably: 

Hays the moral perfection of human 

nature, the book which inculcates it, by 

eervery method worthy of Gop, and ſuita- 

ble to man, has, a Ka me "Fea 
15 of infallible truth.” 5 


The third fon YI "ey Feng rife 
4 the Aingularity of Scripture doctrines, 

J am content to take up in the very form of 
the infidel objection that thoſe doctrines 
ſtood ; in ſome ſuperior to reaſon; hold. 
ing little or no correſpondence or analogy 

with general ſcience. But what follows 
from this repreſentation? That, therefore, 
the Scriptures are not the word of Gop? 

I truſt J ſhall be able to ſhow you the 
; co e in a moment. 


— 


Of 


— Summary of Seripture Evidence 


SERM. oOf neceflary —that is, of be- 


ubiquity of "preſence, omniſeience, and 
omnipotence, of infinity and eternity, as 
is ſpoken or written of them cannot but 
in ſome degree be ous to us. And 
ſince no one needs to be inſtructed that 
Deity; whatever, therefore, is propoſed 
as a revelation of the object of religious 
worſhip, may be tryed by this rule —if it 
be not myſterious; that is, doth not contain 
ſomething ſuperior, ' although not con- 
| trary to, human reaſon ; ie mult, for that 
very reaſon, be falſe. 
AGE IE: we rata; at the otmoſt 
ſtretch of our faculties, thoroughly to 
comprehend, and account for, alt that is, 
hevertheleſs, in the plaineſt and moſt po- 
fitive terms, revealed in the facred Scrip- 
| tures; that itſelf is a proof irrefragable, 
that they neither are, nor can be, the work 
of unaſiſted man. For have we powers to 
1 5 5 invent . 


| Summary of Seripture Fvidence. 

invent what we have no faculties to con- 
ceive? Could that come out of man's 
ehe which never n into a 


80 For tas W W 1 4 
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— 


: the doctrine of the moſt holy, and adorable 


_Trinity—what analogy do the incarnation, 
death, and reſurrectio 
Ehis ſacraments and baptiſm, and the 


of the Son of Go 


laſt ſupper, hold with the e of 


nature, or with, any other of the uſual 


means, by which we acquire our ideas ? 
The infidel or deiſt will tell you, they re- 
ject them, becauſe they hold none at all. 


We, however, being able to point to ano- N 


ther ſource of intelligence, account for the 
difficulties contained in the doctrine. both 


from the inſufficiency of our own faculties, 


and the tranſcendant unparalleled nature of 


"of the objects; and having the teſtimony of 


our ſenſes, that So it is written; we ſee 
the finger of God in his very writing, and 


believe him upon his own. teſtimony: 
ana to them to  incoph./ in a philo- 
wks 7 
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* E ER ſophy, which can admit an effect wwithoair 
a cauſe, and which chuſes rather to acqui- 
eſce in a palpable abſurdity of their own, 
than admit the only reaſonable ſolution of 
the difficulty, that ever was, or will be, 

offered. Could theſe dor 
by the evil ſpirit the great enemy of God's 
glory and man's happineſs. Their moral 


tendency annihilates the notion at the firſt 


_ glance.” If by men; were thoſe men 


or bad? The latter they could not be, for | 


the reaſon juſt aſſigned; and can we ad- 
mit thoſe” to be good men, whom we at 
the fame'time ſuppoſe capable of obtrud- 
ing ſuch a forgery upon the world; and 
of diſhonouring their Gop, by imputitig 
| inventions of their own to infinite wildom! ? 


The Apoſtle's illuſtration then muſt” | 


1 or the Bible is the only book 3h 


the world that has no author at all; a 
no one knoweth the things of a man, fave | 


«the' ſpirit of a man, which is in him; 5 
even ſo the things of God knoweth ne 

1 vide: but the Gs of Gov,” and thoſe 
e 10 


nes be revealed 


* 


- RI an 
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to 8 that ſpirit ſhall reveal them. 


SE RM. 
XXVII. 


Our very knowing at all, therefore, is it- — | 


ſelf a demonſtration, in this inſtance, that 
our knowledge is infallible; becauſe the 


| only ſource, from which it can a be derived, 
7 is divine. 


93 


The a 8 meets us in = 
* place, when we contemplate that 
admirable harmony, which ſubſiſts among 


the ſeveral writers of the Old and New 


Teſtament, how diſtant ſoever in time 
and place—however unconnected with, or 
unknown to, each other. 


For, if theſe are not 0 to = 


all drawn their intelligence from one and 


the ſame fountain of living waters, 


their agreement is utterly unaccountable. 


For conſider - we diſcover a chain of pro- 
pbecies extending through ſeveral thouſand 


-, years, from the earlieſt accounts of time, 
down to the laſt and lateſt books of the 


ancient Scriptures ; all manifeſtly ſubſer- 


vient to one and the ſame adminiſtration | 


| of Providence. Of this chain almoſt 


every 


SIDE 
2 


” 
* O 
* 


£ 


2 of Scripture Reddit: 


every ſeparate link is the workmanſhip of 

a different author, not only unconnected 
hh his predeceſſor, and ignorant of the 
great original plan and defign, but actually 


delivering out ſomething, the real import 


and application of which, .it is evident, he 
himſelf did not fully underſtand. And yet 
theſe detached parts form together ſo 


| complete, harmonious, and beautiful a 
whole ſuch a regular concatenation and 


mutual adaption of each to each, that we 
may as reaſonably ſu ppoſe a fortuitous con- 
courſe of atoms made the world, or the 

ſtones in the quarry agreed among them 


ſelves to build the temple of Jeruſalem, as 


exclude the agency of that Being "who : 
alone can imperceptibly influence the words 
and works of man :—who, havin g in the 


councils of his eternal wiſdom adjuſted the 


dimenſions of a ſanctuary large enough to re- 
ceive every conſcious repenting finner from 
the creation to the end of the world, diſ- 


tributed the materials in number, weight, 


and meaſure, with line upon line, precept 


: 2 here a little and there a little, 
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as the Prophet ſpeaks ; that as the pro- 2 
greſt of the work excited the attention of — 
mankind, the conſummation of it might < 
eſtabliſh our faith, and ſeeure our ever- 
laſting gratitude, adoration, and love. 

And had I leiſure to trace before you 
| this illuſtrious edifice of mercy, from the 
firſt ſtone of its foundation, in that pro- 


phecy ©. the Seed of the Woman ſhall 


e bruiſe the Serpent's head, through its 


ſucceſſive ſtages, riſing gradually higher 


5 and higher, up to that Chief Stone in the 


Corner ; Behold I bring you glad ti- 


dings of great joy, which ſhall be to all 
2 people, for unto you is born this day, 


« in the city of David, 4 Saviour which it 
' 4. Chrift the Lord; the unity of the de- 
ſign alone mult force from every capable 

_ examiner the Apoſtle's concluſion ; © we 
.know”'—are convinced beyond a doubt, 
** that no prophecy of the Scripture 
is of any private interpretation, We: -; 
as the words ſhould be tranſlated, no | 
Prophecy of Scripture is of the per- 
OO $ own ua utterance, tlie mere 
. „„ unaſſiſted 
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4 Sands: of 8 ofipture "ET TOY 
unafliſted fu th of the writer's wiſ⸗ 


| 2 dom) For the prophecy came not in old 


cc time by the Will, 85 Or ſtudy « of man E 


e but holy men of Gop ſpake as they 
« were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 


Their diſtance from each other; d in rodiat | 


of time and place; the difference of their 
ſtyle, and the variation with reſpect to cir- 


cumſtance, which attends their relation of 


: the fame facts; their ſometimes looking 


no farther than their contemporaries, or 
immediate ſucceſſors, for the completion 
of their predictions, and ſometimes, evi- 
dently, not underſtanding the full import 
and extent even of their own words; while 


they exclude every ſuſpicion of confederacy, 


carry up their writings to that eternal 
truth, which alone is conſiſtent, co. in- | 


ae and harmonious in alli its $6 20k 


That I 1 ee a _ ene to 


ſpeak, in the fifth and laſt place, to the 


OT themſelves. ; 
Of matters future and contingent, de- 


* : on „ Wen, choice, and ac- 


„ tivity 


74 
1 


f - 


* Evidence. 


way: of free agents, it is s univerſally ak | 
lowed, no created being can poſſibly form 

a judgment, or foretel their occurrence, 

with any degree of certainty and preciſion, 
Here the | moſt exalted human wiſdom 


muſt for ever be attended by impenetrable 


8 E RN. 
XXVII. 


—— 


darkneſs and profound ignorance. Where- 


ever therefore we find an accurate deſcrip- 
prizes and ſucceſſes of particular men, or 
the various turns and revolutions of fami- 
lies, ſtates, and kingdoms, clearly delivered 
and recorded many years anteeedent to the 
times, in which they occurred, or the 
agents themſelves were in exiſtence; this 
preſcience is as certain and infallible a cri- 
terion of the true Gop, of him, to whom, 


And they, who have both the prophecies 
SE -and their Zompletion before their eyes, 


them, muſt expect that all candid, ra- 
tional enquirers will ſpeak of them in 
Vor. II. . : A a | the 


tion of ſuch events; whether the enter 


only, paſt, preſent, and future are the ſame, 
as the ſoul of man is capable of receiving. 


and can reſiſt the evidence: reſulting from 


:—their habits. of 
induced an unn 


although one. . aſe Gros tha 
Von will indulge me with a recital of 


\ 


the N into Egypt, to | hls exter- 


mination of the Amorites; the only 


rational doubt chat can remain is, wh 
the divine Wi/dan in forcknowing, or 
awer in diſpoſing all things to its com- 
pleti tion, without over-ruling the free- 
agency of man, is moſt illuſtrious. and 


« 


4 FE: * 


ruQtion of the altar of Be- 
who is particularly 
more "chan: . three hundred | years 
before he. MG born; with all the circum- 
ſtances attending it: The captiyity of 

Jews in Babylon ; the number of the 
and their final reſtotation by a Perſian 
prince, Who, as ſuch, could appar 
have no power at, or even connexion 
the repeated mention of his 
name both by Ifaiah and 
one hundred and ſeventy. years prior to the 


*F A Try N 3 E 2 5 1 
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event: Theſa are ſuch | proofs —— 
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. M. ER evaded without running into the moſt 
. e and fatal abſurdities. ws 
| Add to theſe examples, that moſt U. 
luſtrious prophecy of the Redeemer of the 
World, that „ the days were coming, 
, when the enemies of the Jewiſh ſtate 
4 ſhould caſt a trench about them. that 
they ſhould fall by the edge of the ſword, 
and be led away captive into all nations, 
«while Jeruſalem ſhould be trodden down, 
| „ ſo that one ſtone of their magnificent 
V 8 buildings hold net be left upon another; 
Angi trace it to its affecting completion, 


* 


0 "forty years after, when the moſt aſtoniſh- , 
Ang miſeries of (ord and famine deſtroyed 


millions of the inhabitants, and diſperſed 
te ſurvivors and their poſterity, through- 
but all the nations upon the face of the 

earth; ẽ1 e they continue to this day a 

diſtinct and ſeparate people, while the 
very ſituation of the holy city can now 
hardly be aſcertained: and if you think 

you ean account for all this without the 
e of infinite wiſdom and 
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| Summary 1 Seripture 2 as. 


power, we are content you hall | ſtill 
doubt. of the divine inſpiration of the 


facred. Scriptures, i in which, theſe prophecies | | 


are containet. 
- But T have done ; F, men * 8 
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XXVII. 


minds will be ſecured from the contagion 


of infidelity, even by this imperfect, ſum- 
mary of Scripture evidence; and while 


a. ihe. and feel; and acknowledge, the 
indiſpenſible neceſſity they. are under to 


regulate their faith and practice by tho 


doctrines of revelation, as the only ſource - 


of infallible truth, they will look dowri 


with pity on the unconvinced, however 


exalted by the reputation of ſubtilty or 
ſeience. There is but one objection which 
the arts of ſophiſtry have produced againſt 


revealed religion, that needs to give us any 


uneaſineſs-; and that indeed, though it 
affeck not its credibility, is enqugh to over- 


whelm us with the bluſh of confpſion, 


and agonize our ſouls with horror; 


A the ſenſual, irregular, and immoral lives 


of ſome of its profeſſors !” 
| Aa 3 „„ 
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this; the author of our being and 

future judge has condeſcended to 
into our hands, e 1 
no plea for ignorance, 
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erice is without excuſe: equ 
it, that, as many as 
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SERMON 


- 


FER N EK 


A G U R''s 


* 


Two things babe I required of thye ; 
mus tbem not r 

| Remove -far from me vanity and lies ; give 
8 me neitber nor riches : 
w food convenient for me.” = | 


— ” of Ws; Gm * * 22 


Eos hf donadty Proverbs, XXX, 77 8 


ocrity, or that middle ſtate and con- been | 
b dition of life, which is equally removed 
from the dangerous elevations of ambition, 
on the one hand, and the cold and comfort | 
5 leſs depreſſions of penury, on the other, 
more frequently celebrated than | 


it has been. nen examined and un- | 
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Asgur s Prayer, 


<0 Aw 


3 that the prayer of Ard | 


ypireciſely the wiſh of his own heart, that 
1 attain to and Tealife it, has been the 


object of every thought, word, and work 


of his life. But ho can theſe things be? 


By what medium ſhall we reconcile ſuch 
a declaration to ſincerity and univerſal 


experience ? If every man is {till feveriſbly 
buſied in the purſuit of it; then certainly 


no man thinks aloe ua 


that it has no exiſtence at all, but is a 


of it. A IR) 
From hennes cus or ae of thao con- 
clo fions muſt inevitably follow ; either, 


anere \allufion of the fancy: or elſe, that 


to be really enjoying this prime bleſſing of 
Providence, without een _ of 


© And; 46 $68, it would be eaſy a pate 


out a greit variety af ſuch in every ſociety 


whom every man, but themſelves, ſhall, 
with unanimous ſuffrage, declare to be in 
that very fituation, 3 all the 


01 


* 


ſolid condone: and conveniencies of life, 


which every man affects, as the ulti- 
mate of His wiſhes, But ſhould you 


appeal to any one of theſe inſenfible fu 


vourites of Providence, expecting that 
his own apprehenſie 
with yours; you will infallibly be diſap- 


pointed. In the fulneſs of his ſufficiency 


he is in ſtraits; and cannot yet find leiſure 


to fit down and enjoy his preſent acqui- 


fitions, till by ſtudy, induſtry or ſaving, 
he ſhall have added to them ſomething, 
which, he tells you, is indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to his ſatisfaction. Wait till 


the want of anether ſomething, unthought 


of before, ftill agitates his mind, which, 
Hke the troubled fea, cannot reſt, caſting 
up the mire of difcontent, and the dirt 
of ingratitude. In one word, the reſult 
of our "enquiries will be a diſcovery, that 
we have adopted the fool's definition; that 

ompetency is e i the * 
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If this. ; univerſal . a nge, 
without -impiety, be. attributed to the 
divine diſtribution ; let us with manly 
ſincerity deſcend to the examination of 
our own hearts, our paſt lives and our 
preſent circurnſtances: and the generality 
of us will immediately. diſcover that, at 
the very moment, while we are wiſhing 
7 porn th the Prophet, Give me neither 
poverty nor riches, feed me wi ith food 
convenient for me, We are already in 
poſſeſſion of all that he required of the 
Lord, and ſo earneſtly ſupplicated him, 
not **. to deny him before he died. 
Ves; that our merciful good God and 
Father has, from the firſt, faint cry of 
our helpleſs infancy, down to the preſent 
© hour, actually“ *« fed us with food con- 
venient for us, there are as many demon- 
ſtrations, as there are men now alive upon 
the face of the carth. And unleſs we can 


dene, that * Who openeth his hand 
N | and 


"ao s Proyer. 
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and flleth all things living with plenteouf- SERM. 


'neſs,” hath, on A ſudden, Mz forgotten to 


1 be gracious,” our paſt experience is a | 


rational ſecurity that he will never leave 
ec us, nor forſake us, while we 5 — a 
filial confidence in him. 11 


XXVII. 
—— 


The expectations of Peil, or an over- 


| weening conceit of our own metit, it is a 
impoſſible, as it would be improper to 


gratify: the emotions of diſcontent, there- 


fore, from ſuch a cauſe, are both unrea- 
Jonable and falſe. And unleſs we com- 


mence our ſearch after happineſs by re- 


* moving far from ourſelves this vanity, 
* and theſe lies; it is but % labour that 
ewe haſte to riſe up early, and ſo late 
« take reſt, and eat the bread of careful- 
e neſs all our days. 
deſires to which there are no correſpond- 
ing objects in the univerſe, But this is 


We have indulged $1; 


not all, which ſuch an examination © 


our hearts will dictate it will ſhew us, 


that our delirious ſolicitude, our unchriſ- 


en dien, 0 our unmanly repinings, 


do, 
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do, indeed, OP IHY our wants—but 
def what? Not of a competence of this 
world's goods; but of Gop's grace, 
which, when we baye been bufied in the 


purſuit of fortune, we have too—too often 


neglected to ſupplicate, to inſpire our af⸗ 
fections with that all- ſufficient virtue 
that abundant ſubſtitute for all poſſible 


riches. and honours, and pleaſures Con- 


tentment. Contentment | without which 
riches can purchaſe for us nothing ſatis- 
factory; honours are but- ſplendid vanity, 
and. pleaſure the death of reaſon, the gravo 
of peace, and the charnel-houſe of re- 
| Tigion.. | 


That 3 


« Man wants hun tle here below, . 
1 Nor wants that little Jong,” - 


is a conſideration, which, however ac- 
knowledged in ſpeculation, [1 will obtain 
Its efficacy only in proportion as the mind 


is influenced by the great cardinal virtue, 
which I have choſen the preſent ſubject 


more eſpecially to recommend: Beeauſe 


Agur's Prayer. 


clamours of cold, hunger, and nakedneſs, 
yet will it effectually preclude thoſe i in- 
decent murmuriugs againſt Providence, 
which ariſe from ſannſtick and i nagioary 
Wants. . 

Recommending, 8 all 1 fas 


| and daughters of real diſtreſs, the poor, 
the maimed, the halt, and the blind to 


your. benevolent and charitable conſide- 


ration, that the Father of all may reward 
your work and labour of love, by opening 
your hearts to the admiſſion of truth; I 
| ſhall entreat your ſerious attention to a few 
neceſſary; reflexions, which I apprehend, 
| 9p W O0E man's buſineſs and Abm. | 


And fiſts 8 has a 1 appre- 


henſion of the Divine Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
and Power that wiſdom by which he 
knoweth our neceſſities before we aſk 
that goodneſs, by which he is always diſ- 
0 1 to relieve them- rand the power by 


which 


/ 
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of life. And although it pretends not to SE RY. 
reſide with and ſilence the importunate ON, 
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| Agur's Prayer. 


which he is able to do it—will find' an in- 
exhauſtible ſource of comfort and rational 
confidence in thoſe pathetick admonitions 
of the Saviour of the world: I fay unto 


you, take no thought” indulge 1 no de- 


ſponding apprehenfions—* for your life, 
« what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink, 
% nor yet for your body, what ye ſhall put 
„ on. Is not the life even every mo- 


ment of your exiſtence, being the effect of 


5 eubit to ** ſtature * 128 


Gos unintermitted agency“ more than 


meat? more affecting inſtance of 


his care than the ſupply of your daily 
bread? Yes; every reſpiration of the 
breath of our noſtrils what is it but a 
divine communication ? Our - bodies, fo 


fearfully and wonderfully made, muſt evi- 


dently be ſupported by a greater. exertion 


of power than is neceffary to clothe them. 
Our very growth, from infancy to man- 
hood, is a ſtanding demonſtration that we 
are not left to ourſelves:” for which of 


« you; by taking thought; can n one 


"© ade 


. 


15 « ſow not, neither do. 
« ther into Ts yet. your bar, R. 2. 


you tread under your! . 605 nb 
ye thought and are ſo /anzipulſly ſo- 
icitous ,t for raimant ? Confider tlie 
4 ili of the field, how they grow ; ey 
<< toil nut, neither do they ſpin; and vet 
« I fay unto you, that even Solomon, in 
&e "Np his glory, was not me _ one 
Ne then, O ſoul of man! the ob- 
vious" conctufion” from theſe familiar in- 
ſtances .“ if Gop fo clothe the ſs of 
«he field, which to-day i is, and to- mor- 
e ro is caſt into the'« oven, ſhall he not 
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=! aan bear theſe expoſtulations Without 
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In the ſecond place, chat if, at any time:; ES, 
: it ſhould, happen to be the faſhion to be 
. 2 and u ge Adjakt and pro- pro- 


* 


e who are al- 8 
. objects of the diyine 4 


| munificence, 


. 


e Perſons, but the corrupters ters of all within Ws: 
| r influence. As they take not the 
; ie of their wants from nature, or 
ee yen their own feelings, but from a ſtan- 


l 


Adalatd falſe and fantaſtick, which bas no real 
relation to themſelves; they have con- 
trived to render their happineſs as u unſtable | . 
as the popular air. They exiſt but at the 8 
mercy. of the publick; and muſt aſk tage 
8 erer of the day, how it fares with them: 
ſelves. The approbation of the polite is 
5 their Uric and Thummim. Their 4a; 3 
Dl are builded, not ſo much with a view to 
8 = their own convenience, as the ſentiments = 
af others. What may be commodious, 
fittin g. and comfortable i in the ſeveral ar- 
{ticles of their apparel is but a remote con- 
fideration:. nay, their very meats and their 
drinks, and their ſeaſons for taking them, 
muſt be regulated, not by the calls of ap- 
= Petite, or their own taſte, but by that f 
©... world. Add to 91 25 that even the 
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| of * 
* n „ is 
= E generally referr to avarice and a1nbition, 
V that WHich alone can $4 ew + 
intimatè a union delightful-Heciproc 

. E | X | elteem. rx; kN S 10 It E 
= © | And can there beany wonder, chat they 

: Who have thus ſtopped their ears to the | 

* cries of their own fleth; ſhould live and die | 


„„ er "Uifati<faticn' —.— is the 
Help of man; and, although neching lefs 
7 than a miracle of Gov's + mercy ein bring 
them back to nature and common fenſe, — - 
| | "4 and render the 1 of a true uſe of WM. 
. a 2 122 24 rhaps, "the 1 = 


=: by fr 2 eee 
e ad happen 3 in their time, as 
: It did i in that of the author of my tert, 

that a diſregard of the Supreme Being. and 

ridiculing Providence and things "Bicred gt 
1 | are voted genteel accompli iſhinents a and the 
=—_  :.- marks of a liberal mind; if religion hold = 
| | merely is a well contrived re- 
it for che volgat; or ſhould, it be 


: „„ „ | thought 


* ; 
„ * 
D 
LA 
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thought the nn i/l-bred mamone S RBI; —_ 
that does not An rb w,. to bet 1 
the leaft ſuſpicion of in ward piety, or to - Y 
expect any hints or helps for his conduct, = 
from the opportunities of public devotion ;” | 'M 
as there can be little doubt but they will- * 
adopt the modiſh extravagance ; ſb there _—_ 
muſt be little hope of their being erer | 1 
cured of it; and looking for their Rappineſd, 8 
where only it is to be found, Bot ſhall 
God's goodneſs be arraigned for the taiſe=" 
nes of ſuch men? The Pfalmiſt thought 
this an enormity, which is ſufficiently e 
poſed by being barely mentioned. The 
«© fooliſhneſs” of man perverteth his way, 
and then (lays he) his heart fretteth 
« againſt the Lox d.“ ; 
To be clothed in purple and fine lakes - 
and fare ſumptuouſly every day, may be 
very ſuitable to ſome ranks of ſociety. It 
is the long exploded error of ſuperſtition 
and envy to condemn that external ſhew 
and magnificence which are the badges of 
civit Adriour, and neceſſary to 2 3 
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374 A Free-. 
SE RM.” the claſſes of - mankind. But for any 
3 to value themſelves on theſe ac + 
counts, and fancy there is a proper per- 

ſonal merit in ſplendid dreſs and equipage, 

or to expect internal ſatisfaction from the 
prodigalities and glittering pomp of great- 

neſs, is the vice of a mean degenerate ſoul. 

And where ſuch a temper. prevails, it will 
© infallibly wake men off from improving in 
4 | thoſe intellectual and moral habits, which 
4 alone conſtitute true greatneſs, and are the 
real excellencies, or, in other words, . 
happineſs of a reaſonable being. 
There is another infatuation to which 
ſuch men are extremely liable : in pro- 
portion to their vanity and oyerweening 
conceit of their own importance, they will, 
almoſt inſenſibly, acquire an unbecoming 
contempt of others. They will imagine 
there is as much deference due to their 
3 e ſuperior circumſtances and merits, and be 
1 2 exacting i it, as if they really were 
= | "of a different nature from their fellow- 
creatures, and aQually W to a higher 


. | | order 


3 


Agur Prayer. 


order of beings. And thus while. they 
arrogantly ſacrifice; all the rights of man- 


kind, reſulting from natural equality, 1 to an 


advantage merely accidental, which has not 


only no merit at all in it, otherwiſe than 
as it is enjoyed with moderation and 14 


ſubſeeviency, to; the general good; ſo, 
5 . inted in their object, their 
menting emotions «of. reſentment; FY and 
their; very adyantages render them miſ- 
chievous in proportion to their Capacity « of 
becoming bleſſings to mankind. Their 
vaſſals may, perhaps, ſubmit i in agonizin 
llence; or give up in deſpair even the 
: deſire to pleaſe; certain, however, it is 
that their independent inferiors will either 
not give themſelves the trouble to conſult 
their expectations, or will repay their i in- 
ſolence with contempt. ; 80 that their own 
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i every day, but will, in ſome degree, | 
affect the peace of ſociety. It is a com- 


12 of long ſtanding in the world; 


B b 4 do, 


a prey to the tor- 


* 1 * 


t many among us; who are as gend as they 
are great: whofe elevation, like chat of 

tha ſun, ferves 01 y to enable them to dif. 

fuſe 2 kindly warmth and c 

all below them, and draw up a tribute to 

themſelves in He united bleffings of an 


* 


liged world. 1 


Agur s Proper. „ = 
even to a throne n illuſtrious 2 
example of virtuous moderation, and a 

I | double pattern of public and private beye= 
ficence. As far, | therefore, as happiheſs 
depends on en and the teſtimony 
ps een de nee, hey aro en. 

ind. that . fis: — theſe 

kingdoms, _ long nne hem , 

verlally/ filed among us 3, when che 

F people re- 

But Mill; are nit their virtues "chiefly Fj | — 
Amade oh this account ; that their very „„ 
tuation expoſes them to peculiar dificul. Mn 

ties in perſevering i in them; to every al- | 
| Jurement that can throw them off their 
guard and fink them down into a liſtleſs 

ſtate of ſecurity? 1 muſt, however, once 

more repeat it, that there is no imaginable | 
"condition of life—high or low, rich or 5 i 
JEL compels and neceffitates any 1 16 


s Prayer. 


SERA one woral agent tovice, and its inevitable 
; | tles priſe: of conſcience and in- 
capacity for ſelf-enjoyment. . "SHAQ ieee 
Our rank in the world is allotted us by 
a wiſe and good Providence, every thing 
elſe, depends upon ourſelves and our own 
behaviour i in it. And moſt certain it. 18. 
that men of the frivolous temper, which 
J have: been deſcribing; would have been 
alt cas —— not — 
3 emen "of living, — yg 


Even the golden/ mediocrity—too low for 
.enyy.and too high for contempt—muſt 
its thri to the mind 
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ſunſhine of the foul really conſiſts... 5 


Fs 4 


No.] the neareſt approach to / efficiency 
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is 10 LH we haye enough; and, if it be 


not in gur power, to enlarge ou circum- 


3 ſtances, 


. upon the labours of others. 


* the third 6 in What this calm 


Asur t Prager. 
ſtances, to contract our deſires. Becauſe, 
after all that can be done for us, ot c us, 
our actual enjoyment muſt reſult, not from 
5 the out ward fulneſs of paſſeſſions, but that 
inward ſatisfaction of mind, which ſeems 
to exclude all defects, and repreſent every 
ſtate oh life. as - ſufficient to ſupply . our 
wants. It is a truth of every day's expe- 
rience, that no earthly objects are, of chem 
ſelves, capable of 2 
tisfaction: but that diſpolition. of, yi 
which is ſatisfied of itſelf, will cover the 
deficiencies and frailties of nature from any 
too painful ſenſe and anxious obſervation of 
them. And when this philoſophick ac- 


quieſcence is built upon religious prin- 3 


ciples, it will elevate every foul of man 
infinitely above thoſe, hair - breadth diſ- 


tinctions, which vanity, and not N | 


has made us ſo carneſtly contend for. 


Will fill us with an abſtracting hope by 
erpectation that ſuch a conformity to the 
Divine Image will be certainly rewarded 


* an admitfon to the Divine ee 
as 


_ 
SER 
XX 
— 


4 you 1 ; 
SF =. 4 A 2h" 4 6 es $$.» 


7 6. 'W $209 7 5 1 


8. 18 „ evidently, the beſt method to re- 
An ourſelves . to his year r — 
| a nearer” and —— eyes 

and every hour of our lives, to that 
there is falneſs of joy 


La 
2 
* 


endet in durato "Ih =D e 
whit A that man * wh can 
ſay with the | 

« tearned in whatſoever tene! am, ' theres" 
With te * br content. * nd *s mind, 
Which is thus compoſed and at peace 
within Himſelf, Fatisfied with that portibn 
et ments, which ' 4 wire ard : 
EY 1 Providence 
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Agur s Prayer. . 805 
Providence appoints, is no longer at the 3 · 1 
mercy of all the changes and chances of 
this ſablunarf world? ho has nobl 5 
eipated' biinſelf from the general : ſervitiide 
to blind and capricious fortune. - Equally 
«without « with, ſo mean as to be great, 
#6 w-. [cared by the ſpectre of pale po- 
<< verty, he is cool and tranquil enough 
ts telich all the humble blefings of f 
on ſtate of life. His boſem is it re; 
not like the troubled ſes violent in its mo- 
tions, and foul in its appearance; but, 
He a gentle rivulet, all clear and ſervhe ; 
and exhibiting, as in 2 mirror, every beauty 
Ee ee eee, ae be 
1 Wer e ee ee 

„And it will be of Münise — 
5 the incurably  worldly.minded, 
to tecollect, that ſuch: a frame and diſpo- 
ſition of mind, by: conciliating the favour = 
and eſteem of mabkind, is moſt likely to 
promote their ſecular intereſts. Envy, 
which pines and ſicxens at another $health, 
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Ade rtr e e £4- þ ; 
But how is this great 1 
| | | clude what 1 have -to offer on the preſent | 
intereſting ſubject. TOO: Tr 


But, Gop kata this is not the bon 135 
dition of tlie worldly- minded: and there ** 
. is but one remedy for their 1 
„ they muſt by frequent and fervent pm 
apply for the ſuccours of divine grace, to 
ſanctif their affections, to renew the fa- 
culties of their underſtanding to enable 
them to, taſte, and ſee how gracious the 
8 Loxkp has already been to them and to 
ſupport and bear them up againſt the dif- 
1 dent teens of proſperity and ad - 
1 fürn f any man lack this wiſdom, 
«« he muſt aſk i it of Gop, who giveth. to 
« all, men liberally and upbraideth not: 
who only can qualify... them either to 
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F | abound or to be abaſed, wth OO der 
Ge and fortitude. .., 1... 1.11941 
And if this ſhould en be 

' | the only means to which a man of the 


world has never had recourſe ; z while. we 
account for his diſappointments, we may 
learn to preſerve our own ſouls from the 
| epidemical infection. But this is not all; 
ue haye an aſſurance foun ded in the ever. _ 


laſting r rock of the Grin promiſe, that if 
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his rightcouſneſs'—proſecuting all our 
Vorldly intereſts in a wiſe and honourable 
{abſerviency to our ſpiritual, aware of the 
crificing conſcience to convenience,” and 
| A to gain: — then all the real necuf. 


5 than that of my tent: Loxp f 

; | move far ffbm me vanity and der Give 
eme neither poverty nor riches ; ;"bat fred 

5 me with food convenient for me - 
ies it be chat admirable and pathetic ; 
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5 | ejaculation, which the bleſſed Irsvs - | 
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2 elf hath taught/us Father! give us 
| ViSO at? 


HE - tay" by dey ver ally bread." 0 8 
j e brethren and Fellow:chirifiis ; 
5 . « known unto all men: the LoxD is = | 

bo hand to ſuceour your diſtreſſes both 


„t wind and body. . Be e 
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t nothing: but i in every thing; by prayer SER 1 10 5 


4 and ſupplication with thankſgiving,” 


for the benefits and bleſſings already. 


vouchſafed you“ let 2 8 be 
* made known unto Goo. 
And the peace of Gop” —even that 


XXVIEE: 
— — 


divine and heavenly. diſpoſition, which 


* ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding” of the car- 
nal man, ſhall keep your hearts and minds 
uninterrupted by the cares and diſturb- 

-ances of the world, * through CuRIST 
 Je8vs!” 5 


May the Father of Mercies ſeal ik 


confirm this promiſe to the ſouls of all 


who hear me this day! Amen and Amen. 


To the moſt holy and adorable Trinity, 
the only fountain of life, peace, -and 
happineſs, even Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, be rendered all confidence, glory, 
and honour, now, henceforth, for ever 
and e ever. 3 
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THE END. 
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